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GLARING HEADLIGHT PROBLEM FOR DRIVERS 

A new study by the RAC has shown that motorists are being blinded by the lights of others because 

the oncoming driver has forgotten to dip their beams. The rise in the number of SUVs on the road 

with higher headlights; motorists failing to adjust their beams correctly; and lax regulations on cheap 

replacement bulbs, all account for nearly nine in ten motorists reporting that they have been dazzled 

by other road users. A poll of 2,700 UK licence holders found that 89 per cent think some or most car 

headlights on the UK's roads are too bright with two in three say they are unable to tell if the 

headlights of oncoming cars are dipped or on full beam.  

 

The problem it would seem is getting worse, 

with 63 per cent of drivers who get dazzled 

saying it's happening more often with 23 per 

cent claiming to be partially blinded by an 

oncoming motorist more regularly. The real 

issue however is that being unable to see for 

one second while driving at 60mph means a 

driver would travel around 13 metres  but 

being blinded for six seconds would see them 

covering around 160 metres.  

16 per cent say they avoid driving at night 

because of their worries, with women (22 per 

cent) and those aged 65 and over (25 per cent) 

much more likely to say they don't drive after 

dark than men (9 per cent). Younger motorists 

are concerned about the issue most, with 

three in 10 drivers under 35 complaining. 

That's compared to one in five of those aged 

65 and over. 

The RAC says that 65 per cent of drivers think 

it takes up to five seconds for their vision to 

return to normal. While 12 per cent say it can 

take upwards of six seconds - a long time when 

you are behind the wheel.  

Figures show that there have been an average 

of 293 crashes a year where dazzling 

headlights were listed as a contributory factor 

although the actual number may be higher, as 

an investigation may not always be able to 

determine whether a collision was caused by 

the glare. 

The research suggests that the growing popularity of high SUVs might be making the problem worse 

for those in conventional cars that sit much lower on the road. However driver error, with motorists 

failing to adjust their lights correctly, is becoming less of a problem, as more models are fitted with 

auto-adjusting beams. 

Information from the Driving and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) in 2018 showed that of the 

26.5million MOT tests completed on cars over three years of age that year, six per cent failed as 

result of headlamp aim problems. The DVSA also stated that 'headlamp aim consistently tops the MOT 

compliance survey as one of the most likely items to be assessed incorrectly by testers. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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E-SCOOTER CONCERNS FOR BLIND AND PARTIALLY SIGHTED 

The National Federation of the Blind UK (NFB) are concerned about the dangers posed by e-scooters 

to blind and visually impaired people  and are worried that making them legal will make the problem 

worse. 

The NFB explain from their perspective –  

The very nature of e-scooters means they can 

easily be ridden on pavements (which they are 

not legally permitted to do) and public spaces 

which blind and visually impaired people use 

to independently navigate the towns and cities 

where they live, work, study and visit.  

They are often ridden at speed, many with two 

people on one machine and whizzing in and out 

of pedestrians on the pavements. This is 

absolutely terrifying for any pedestrian, let 

alone those who cannot see them coming and 

are unable to move out of their way. 

Blind people are at the complete mercy of 

these anti-social e-scooter riders who are 

frequently seen racing on pavements to keep 

up with their mates or simply wanting to get 

somewhere fast, or to by-pass red traffic 

lights. 

This is simply not safe for blind people – and it 

is clear from reports in the press that blind and 

visually impaired people are being hit, injured 

and frightened by e-scooters. Guide Dogs are 

also being put in danger by this reckless rider 

behaviour and some blind people are having 

their white canes ripped from their hands and 

run over. 

In a flurry of press announcements last month, the three e-scooter companies operating in London 

announced they are undertaking research into developing a sound for the e-scooter. However, what 

seems to have been forgotten is the promise of a sound was made over 14 months ago, in November 

2020, by another e-scooter operator in the UK. Adding a sound is not the solution which will bring 

respite to blind and visually impaired people; it will actually compound the problem as it is clear 

after 20 months of trials that the e-scooter companies and police cannot prevent both legal and 

illegal e-scooter riders from using pedestrian space. 

FIRE SERVICE CAMPAIGN 

The National Fire Chiefs Council is running motorcycle safety campaign in April which will be 

encouraging riders to attend Biker Down courses. Biker Down is an initiative which teaches riders 

what to do if they are the first on the scene at a collision involving a fellow biker. 

Topics covered by the course, which is run by at least 13 areas across England and Wales, include: 

• How to manage the scene if you come across a collision 

• How to help an injured rider by providing early intervention at the roadside 

• Motorcycle-specific first aid – how to remove a helmet and practical tips on safer riding 

 

The NFCC campaign from the 11th to 17th April aims to support the reduction of motorcycle casualties 

by also highlighting the importance of riders improving their skills and adopting safer habits. The 

week of action has been timed to coincide with the time of year when weather typically improves 

and there is an increase in motorcycle activity. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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PASSIVE ROAD SIDE STRUCTURES 

RoadPeace, who are not alone, in calling for more of our traditional road signs to be replaced with 

passive structures in an effort to minimise the damage caused to a vehicle and its occupants when 

colliding with trees, lamp posts and other street furniture. The principle of making our road sides 

safer contributes to Safer Roads Pillar of the overall Safe Systems Approach.  

The Institute of Highway Engineers’ Sign Structures Guide 

2021 states that when a vehicle strikes a structure, such as a 

standard lighting column at moderate to high speed, it is 

probable that the car will suffer serious structural damage. 

The guide notes that during a high-speed impact, even if the 

car remains relatively undamaged, the forces on the internal 

organs of vehicle occupants can cause fatal or serious injuries, 

despite the use of seat belts and air bags.  

Nick Simmons, CEO of RoadPeace, said:  

“There are too many objects at the roadside and we’ve 

supported far too many families whose loved ones have been 

killed following collisions with trees, lamp posts and other 

street furniture.  

Traditional poles and posts can have a serious adverse impact 

on vehicle passengers in a collision, so we strongly supports 

the use of passive sign posts and masts.” 

Stacy Willis, solutions manager at Varley and Gulliver, who like a number of comanpies produce a 

range of passive posts, which are strong enough to support large road signs, but are designed to break 

off safely if a vehicle collides with them said 

“Passive posts and masts play an important role in road casualty reduction by limiting the injuries 

sustained by a vehicle’s occupants in the event of a crash. 

 

500 PLUS SCHOOL STREETS ACROSS LONDON 

There are now more than 500 School Streets across London and walking is now the main way 58% of 

children aged 5-11 in London get to school. School Streets restrict car access to the street outside a 

school gate to cars at drop off and pick up times. 

The first scheme was launched in Camden in 2017, and in 2019 there were fewer than 90 School 

Streets in London, across 20 boroughs. However, more than 400 School Streets were introduced across 

the capital since the start of the pandemic, with 372 funded through support from the Mayor and TfL 

and the rest funded by boroughs – a rate of more than three a week. 

There are now 511 School Streets in London in total – at almost a quarter of primary schools – with 

more being installed almost every month. 

A separate study carried out for Transport for London (TfL) showed 77% of parents and carers, from 

a sample of 35 schools, expressed support for the changes being kept in the long-term, subject to 

consultation. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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CHANGE OF CHAIR AT ADINJC 

Lynne Barrie has stepped down as Chair of the Approved Driving Instructors National Joint Council  

(ADINJC).  Lynne has served in the office for over 10 years and has led a transformation 

of the Association.  When she took over the reins the Association was in a poor financial 

state, and through her leadership has grown in numbers and strength.   

Lynne is remaining on the Governing Committee  

 

The new Chair is Charles Moffat who resides in Northaptonshire and has been a member of the 

Governing Committee since 2015.  Charles formerly served in the Police and has 

invaluable experience and knowledge about legal procedures and has over the years 

given support and help to a number of driver trainers who have had problems. 

Charles also has a strong business ethic and intends to on the success of his 

predessesor.  

 

EXTRA FUNDING FOR CYCLE TRAINING 

The Government has announced £20 million in funding for the Bikeability scheme to ensure more 

children and families get training so they can ride with confidence and in safety. 

The Bikeability training courses were set up in 2007, more than 3.6 million children have benefitted 

from the scheme. 

At different levels of the scheme, children learn how to: 

• Develop early cycle handling and awareness skills (Bikeability Balance) 

• Master pedalling (Bikeability Learn to Ride) 

• Prepare for on-road cycling (Level 1) 

• Cycle on single-lane roads and simple junctions (Level 2) 

• Handle busier streets, complex junctions and roundabouts (Level 3) 

The Government says the investment has the potential to deliver half a million training places for 

children and their families over the next year. 

 

U.S. TRAFFIC DEATHS HIGHEST SINCE 2007 

Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration in the USA show that 

38,824 lives were lost in traffic crashes in 2020, the highest number since 2007. 

Overall the estimated number of police-reported crashes in 2020 decreased by 22 percent compared 

to 2019, and the estimated number of people injured went down by 17%. Yet, while crashes and 

casualties decreased, fataities increased by 6.8 percent.   

In 45 percent of fatal crashes, the drivers of passenger vehicles were engaged in at least one of the 

following risky behaviors: speeding, alcohol impairment, or not wearing a seat belt. Motorcyclist 

fatalities were also up by 11 percent (the highest number since first data collection in 1975). 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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EXPANSION OF LONDON ULEZ 

As mentioned previously, Transport for London (TfL) is to consult on expanding the ULEZ London-

wide, warning that the greatest number of deaths attributable to air pollution are in London’s outer 

boroughs. 

The Mayor who seems to be driving this expansion said that while smart road 

user charging - which would enable existing road user charges to be scrapped 

(a scheme where everyone would pay per “mile” to travel in and around 

London) - would be the fairest solution in the future, TfL is still many years 

away from being able to implement such a scheme. 

Last year the Mayor asked TfL to draw up plans for introducing a Greater 

London Boundary Charge for vehicles driving into London and implementing 

a low-level daily Clean Air Charge for all but the cleanest vehicles as 

alternative options but he has now ruled out both. 

The Mayor said:  

'In weighing up the different options, the rising cost of living was a key consideration he is not willing 

to ask people to pay more unless it’s justified to save lives and protect the health of Londoners. I 

believe the proposal to extend the ULEZ London-wide will have the biggest effect on emissions and 

congestion relative to the potential financial impact on Londoners as a whole. We are also proposing 

to introduce the biggest scrappage scheme feasible to help Londoners on low incomes, disabled 

Londoners and businesses.' 

TRAFFIC ORDERS 'TO MOVE INTO THE DIGITAL AGE' 

The Department for Transport (DfT) has launched a consultation on proposed changes to the rules 

around traffic regulation orders (TROs), including creating digital TROs. 

Under the proposal to create digital TROs, applicants could apply for them online and they would be 

processed using digital, software systems, and ‘published in an open, digital format so the 

information they contain can be accessed easily by the range of organisations and people who have 

an interest, at consultation stage and when they are made. 

The proposed changes to the process include: 

• Adding a new requirement for TAs to publish standardised, digital and open data about all 

TROs for anyone to access, use and share 

• Introducing a requirement for TAs to publish service levels for TRO applicants 

• Removing a requirement for the secretary of state to approve special events orders that close 

a road for more than three days, close the same road on more than one occasion in a calendar 

year; or close roads for filming 

• Altering the requirement to publish TROs in local newspapers but include other digital media 

where local newspapers are not available 

• Adding a requirement for TAs to publish details of application fees on their websites 

• Reviewing the list of statutory consultees 

The DfT said it is are also asking for views about streamlining the process for installing electric vehicle 

chargepoints and introducing a unified consent process by which the planning permission consent and 

the highways consent for the traffic management works would be obtained at the same time. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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INSTITUTE OF MASTER TUTORS AWARDS 2022 

Sponsored by RED driving School 

 

The Institute of Master Tutors of Driving is calling for nominations in four categories in respect of its 

awards for 2022. The awards are the Institute’s annual opportunity to recognise 

outstanding contribution to driver training and road safety. It will recognise an 

individual or organisation whether that be from the voluntary, public or commercial 

sector that has contributed significantly to driver training and or road safety in the 

United Kingdom.  

In each class there will be one overall winner and up to three who will be highly 

commended for their contribution and involvement.  

The four award categories are: 

• IMTD New Driver Initiative Award 

• IMTD Leading Organisation Award 

• IMTD Individual Driver Trainer of the Year Award 

• IMTD Driver Training Company Award 

 

Nominations are permitted from any individual company or organisation and they have to be sent via 

email by midnight on Thursday 30th June 2022. 

The awards will be presented on Sunday 11th September 2022 at the IMTD Annual Lunch.  

The details and information about the awards including how to make nominations can be found at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ or https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/news-

and-information/  

 

MOBILE PHONE LAW CHANGE 

On 25th March 2022 the Government the law was stengthened to make it illegal to use a handheld 

mobile phone behind the wheel for virtually any pirpose, including taking photos or videos, scrolling 

through playlists, or playing games. An exemption allows drivers 

to make contactless payments while stationary at locations like 

drive-thrus. 

A campaign was launched to coincide with this change in the 

law and will run until May. The campaign is aiming to get drivers 

to confront their own behaviour by making mates unexpectedly 

appearing in the backseat of the car to intervene at the moment 

of temptation and stop their friend picking up the phone while 

driving.  

The key message for the campaign is:  

"Hands on the wheel? Hands off your phone." 

The campaign will also feature an enforcement message to: 

"Avoid the risk of a £1000 fine, 6 points and a driving ban." 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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MOTORCYCLING AND ITS ROLE IN FUTURE TRANSPORT STRATEGY 

There is a genuine desire among motorcycling stakeholders to ensure their industry plays a significant 

role in the future transport mix with two of the industry’s key players having both published separate 

policy documents, outlining the steps they want to see taken to protect motorcycling as the UK works 

towards its Vision Zero and Net Zero targets. 

The National Motorcyclists Council 

(NMC) has launched its strategy titled 

‘Motorcycling and the Future of Transport 

Policy’* setting out ‘in a clear concise format’ 

the policies that will work to the nation’s 

benefit, addressing mobility, the environment, 

safety and accessibility.  

The MCIA strategy ‘Journey to a 

Brighter Destination’* puts forward a 

‘compelling case’ for why motorcycling must 

be protected as much as possible as the 

Government heads towards a net zero future – 

focussing on the ‘significant environmental, 

economic, and societal benefits to the UK’s 

transport population’ 

In addition the Motorcycle Action Group (MAG) has set up a new forum, which will be known as UK 

Motorcycling (UKM). The objective for this new discussion forum is to ‘create a collaborative meeting 

environment where all stakeholders can share views and opinions on what will be a challenging few 

years ahead for Motorcycling in the UK’. MAG has also thrown its support behind a second policy 

document, published by the Motorcycle Industry Association (MCIA) ‘Journey to a Brighter 

Destination’. 

The idea of motorcyclists feeling forgotten or overlooked when it comes to 

transport policy is nothing new. Only last month, concerns were raised about the 

changes to The Highway Code – and how little input had been received from 

motorcyclists, despite the fact they are among the most vulnerable road users - 

and if you trawl back through the archives to June 2020, there was heavy 

criticism of the Government for failing to recognise motorcycling as an 

alternative to public transport during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

*Copies of the reports can be found initially at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ and 

then https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/  

 

WEATHER WATCH 

National Highways has signed three new weather forecasting contracts worth a total of £4m with the 

Met Office, DTN and MetDesk. The four-year contracts will see the Met Office provide weather 

advisories and contingency planning forecasts for National Highways’ National Traffic Operations 

Centre (NTOC) in Birmingham, with MetDesk delivering winter service forecasting information in the 

north and south of England, and DTN in central England. 

The arrangement will give National Highways weather information 24 hours a day, 365 days of the 

year, as well as precise location and route-based forecasts, helping teams make critical decisions 

about weather-related maintenance and management, including where and when to deploy gritters 

in winter. The data provided will provide the confidence needed to ensure that the effects of severe 

weather on the strategic road network are mitigated as far as practicable. 

Its operational winter season runs from October to April, during which time National Highways will 

make particular use of 24-hour forecasts, two-to-10-day forecasts, site specific forecasts and route-

based forecast mapping. 

Traffic  Safety Roads 
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SPACE INVADERS 

National Highways have re-launched their close following campaign known as ‘Space Invaders’ on the 

basis that tailgating is a factor in around one in eight crashes on England’s motorways and major A 

roads.  

Last year National Highways and Northamptonshire Police joined forces 

in a trial to raise awareness and deter tailgating. Cameras were used on 

lane one of a stretch of the M1 over 12 months to automatically detect 

vehicles driving too close and captured 60,343 incidents. 

National Highways sent letters to 2,144 drivers spotted on the tailgating 

camera to highlight the dangers of not leaving safe braking distances. 

The organisation will use the results of the trial to inform future work on tailgating. 

ZERO EMISSION ZONE 

The UK’s first Zero Emission Zone (ZEZ) has been launched in Oxford aimed at reducing toxic air 

pollution in the city. The pilot covers a small number of city centre streets where all petrol and diesel 

vehicles, including hybrids, will incur a daily charge unless eligible for an exemption, while zero 

emission vehicles, such as electric cars, can enter the area for free. 

The charge will vary from £2 to £10 per day depending on the emission levels of the vehicle. 

Automatic number plate recognition (ANPR) cameras are being installed to enforce rules within the 

zone. 

Many UK cities including London, Birmingham, Manchester, Bristol and Bath have already introduced 

or are in the process of introducing clean air zone restrictions and charges for vehicles, Oxford is the 

first city in Britain to introduce a ZEZ. 

WALK TO SCHOOL WEEK 

Walk to School Week, taking place between 16th and 20th May and organised by Living Streets is 

expected to see thousands of children across the UK take to their feet if the results from previous 

years are mainatained. Last year more than 350,000 pupils across the UK took part in Walk to School 

Week 

This year’s challenge, #PowerUp, will engage pupils 

through video game-inspired design, encouraging 

them to travel sustainably to school every day of the 

week. Each day, the #PowerUp challenge will take 

pupils through five levels: ‘Team Up’, ‘Defeat 

Danger’ ‘Boost Health’, ‘Save the Planet’ and ‘Lead 

the Way’. These daily missions will respectively 

teach them about the social, road safety, physical, 

mental, and environmental benefits of walking. 

Daily reward stickers and special reward badges are up for grabs at the end of the week for those 

who travelled actively every day. Walk to School Week classroom packs, containing resources for up 

to 30 pupils, are also available. 

. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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RED X ENFORCEMENT NEARLY READY TO GO 

National Highways is on track to upgrade enforcement cameras that automatically detect vehicles in 

motorway lanes closed by a Red X ahead of a September deadline. 

It has been an offence for more than two decades to drive in a lane 

closed by a Red X but in 2019 a change in legislation allowed evidence 

to be used for prosecutions from cameras that detect vehicles passing 

illegally under a Red X or entering the lane beyond it. However, this 

required cameras to be upgraded and last year National Highways 

committed to completing the upgrade programme by the end of this 

September 2022. 

It is now reporting that nearly all (97%) cameras have been upgraded and more than three quarters 

(78%) have been tested and are fully commissioned and could be used to enforce the law and they 

expect the remainder to have been done ahead of the September target. 

VAN SAFETY 

Recent results from the Commercial Van Safety Rating programme launched in 2021 by Euro NCAP 

and Thatcham Research show that some manufacturers have reacted positively to calls for improved 

safety as is shown by the 2022 finding. 

Thatcham Research says the popularity of home deliveries is accelerating the continued surge in new 

van registrations, with the percentage sales increase of new vans five times higher than that for new 

cars in 2021. However, the fitment and performance of Active Safety Technology on vans silll‘lags 

way behind passenger cars.  

The Commercial Van Safety Rating Programme assesses the safety-critical equipment on new vans, 

with scores based on the fitment rate and performance of active safety and anti-collision technology. 

Under the scheme, vans are awarded either a ‘Platinum’, ‘Gold’, ‘Silver’, ‘Bronze’ or ‘Not 

Recommended’ rating. 

It is a ‘chilling fact’ that per mile travelled, vans and light commercial vehicles are involved in more 

deaths of other road users than any other vehicle type. Fitting robust Advanced Driver Assistance 

Systems (ADAS) is described as ‘key to 

achieving a future where vans give other road 

users the protection they deserve according to 

Matthew Avery, chief research strategy 

officer at Thatcham Research 

Renault, Vauxhall and Ford achieved higher 

ratings in 2022, with the addition of safety 

equipment options such as AEB and lane 

support technology. 

However, according to DfBB, the ‘star of the 

show’ was Fiat. In the latest ratings they 

became the  first van to receive a ‘Platinum’ 

rating.  

The Renault Trafic and Vauxhall Movano also recorded significant score improvements and earned a  

silver rating and the Movano was elevated from not recommended in 2021 to bronze level for 2022. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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UK CAR THEFTS ON THE RISE  

Almost 48,493 vehicles were recorded by police as stolen in 2021 up from the 46,800 in 2020, 

according to data held by the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency from a freedom of information 

request by leasing comparison site LeaseLoco  

Most popular targets are best selling motors such as the 

Ford Fiesta and Vauxhall Corsa. However the figures also 

show that criminals are targeting high-end Range Rovers 

and other premium range cars such as BMW and Mercedes-

Benz. 

On average, 133 cars are stolen every day in Britain, or 

933 per week. Despite the marginal year-on-year rise, 

motor thefts are still not as high as they were before the 

pandemic. The DVLA figures show a high of 58,642 in 

2019, a fifth higher than last year. 

Topping the list of most stolen cars is the Ford Fiesta, 

with 3,909 cases reported to police. Being one of the most 

popular new cars on the road, it is perhaps unsurprising 

to see such a common motor at the peak of the theft 

charts. 

 

WCRAQ LOOKING FOR POLICY CHANGE  

 

What is WCRAQ, I hear you ask - well it is the Westminster Commission for Road Air Quality and its 

Chairman is Barry Sheerman, MP for Huddersfield and long term campaigner in the field of road safety 

and alos Chairman of WCRAQ. 

 

He recently submitted a Ten-Minute Rule Bill 

to the House of Commons, asking the 

Government to update the MOT test to include 

an efficiency test for DPF filters. The Bill calls 

for the Government to update the MOT test to 

include an efficiency test for DPF filters with 

an emission limit set at 250,000 particles per 

cm3.  

  

With high-tech testing equipment available at 

a reasonable cost, now is the time to update 

the MOT test. The Netherlands is introducing a 

DPF efficiency test to identify faulty filters 

that emit a high level of dangerous 

particulateswith effect from 1st July 2022, as 

it is in Belgium with Germany and Switzerland 

following suit in January 2023 with similar MOT 

testing rules. 

  

Legislation is moving in the right direction in 

the UK, but more must be done. In 2014 and 

2018, regulations for DPFs have been updated 

as we uncovered more about their impact on 

dangerous emissions, but their effectiveness 

has been minimal as vehicles can typically pass 

the current MOT smoke test without DPFs and 

a visual test to check the existence of a filter. 

  

Introducing a stricter MOT test would identify faulty missing or tampered with diesel particulate 

filters and ensure that these vehicles are taken off the road and fixed. The policies and frameworks 

are there, and all the Government needs to do is update the law.  

 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 

Car types and the number 

of them stolen 

Ford Fiesta 3,909 

Land Rover Range Rover 3,754 

Ford Focus 1,912 

VW Golf 1,755 

Mercedes-Benz C-Class 1,474 

BMW 3 Series 1,464 

Land Rover Discovery 1,260 

Vauxhall Corsa 1,218 

Vauxhall Astra 1,096 

Mercedes-Benz E-Class 818 
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MANUFACTURERS SHOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR SELF-DRIVING CAR CRASHES 

 

A report from the UK’s independent Law Commissions tasked with looking at the legalities of 

Autonomous vehicles and their use has proposed introducing a new Automated Vehicles Act, to 

regulate vehicles that can drive themselves.  

 

It also recommends drawing a clear distinction between features which just assist drivers, such as 

Tesla’s Autopilot, and those that are fully self-driving. 

 

Under the law commissions’ proposals, 

when a car is authorised by a regulatory 

agency as having “self-driving features” 

and those features are in-use, the person 

in the driving seat would no longer be 

responsible for how the car drives. Instead, 

the company that obtained the 

authorisation would face regulatory 

sanctions if anything goes wrong. 

 

The law commissions say that once a vehicle is authorised by a regulatory agency as having self-

driving features, and a self-driving feature is engaged, there should be a new system of legal 

accountability:  

 

The person in the driving seat would 

no longer be a driver but a “user-in-charge”. A 

user-in-charge cannot be prosecuted for 

offences which arise directly from the driving 

task. They would have immunity from a wide 

range of offences – from dangerous driving to 

exceeding the speed limit or running a red 

light. However, the user-in-charge would 

retain other driver duties, such as carrying 

insurance, checking loads or ensuring that 

children wear seat belts. 

 

The Authorised Self-Driving Entity (or 

ASDE) that had the vehicle authorised would 

have responsibility for it: if the vehicle drives 

in a way which would be criminal or unsafe if 

performed by a human driver, an in-use 

regulator would work with the ASDE to ensure 

that the matter does not recur. Regulatory 

sanctions would also be available to the 

regulator. 

 

Some vehicles may be authorised to 

drive themselves without anyone in the driver 

seat. Here any occupants of the vehicle would 

simply be passengers. Instead of having a user-

in-charge, a licensed operator would be 

responsible for overseeing the journey. There 

would also be requirements for passenger 

services to be accessible, especially to older 

and disabled people 

 

The law commissions also recommend new safeguards to stop driver assistance features from being 

marketed as self-driving. This would help to minimise the risk of collisions caused by members of the 

public thinking that they do not need to pay attention to the road while a driver assistance feature 

is in operation. 

 

The report has now been presented to the UK Parliament and the Scottish Parliament but it will now 

be up to the UK, Scottish and Welsh Governments to decide whether to accept the commissions’ 

recommendations and introduce legislation to bring them into effect. 

 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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CONSULTATION ON NEW DRIVING TEST MEASURES 

A comment based on the above which appeared in the February Newsletter from Mark Boldry 

 

I saw you talk at the ROSPA meeting at Garforth recently and as I currently lecture in Motorsports 

Engineering at a York college, I'm in touch with many young drivers and potential drivers. I felt that 

I maybe should give feedback on the last section of the latest TSR that I've just read with regard to 

the apparent flippancy the students (aged from 16 to 19) have towards their driving test before and 

afterwards...    

 

The 'encouragement' from instructors appears 

to be on the first lesson to get the Test applied 

for asap as the waiting list is so long, the 

instruction is not based on how to drive but 

how to 'pass the test'...  it's a 'numbers' game 

to them, percentages of how many they have 

managed to get through the test obviously sells 

more lessons...  probably NOT the best criteria 

for safe drivers...   

 

Australia has a requirement of a minimum of 

100 (one hundred) logbooked and verifiable 

hours of accompanied driving before the new 

driver is eligible to take the test, also one year 

probationary driving with restrictions on zero 

alcohol, speed and passengers whilst 

displaying P plates, only after that one year 

may they be issued with a full open license...   

 

I have a student that only after passing his test 

two weeks previously was involved in an RTA 

where he, the third party and a hedge were 

involved and his attitude was likened to a 

computer game where no harm done and the 

cars will get replaced / repaired.... and life 

will go on unaffected...  

 

I wholeheartedly agree that basic maintenance / mechanics should be part of the driving test process. 

 

 

REDUCING CASUALTIES BY STOPPING CRASHES 

 

To book a place for the Stirling event taking place on Monday 25th April 2022 go to 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/stirling-2022/ and follow the link to 

the registation form.  
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ROAD COLLISION INVESTIGATION BRANCH 

 

In a response Andrew Fraser coment in his piece in the last issue under the heading Non-injury Crash 

Data would be Helpful [Page 14 March 2021]  

 

In his final paragraph Andrew said  

 

“ As to the “long-awaited establishment of a Road 

[Accident] Investigation Branch”, who awaits it 

and why?  What will it do that isn’t already being 

(or hasn’t already been) done by DfT/TRL and the 

accident investigation units employed by those 

local authorities large enough to support them?”   

 

Now Derek Cozens adds his comments 

 

As to the "long-awaited establishment of a Road [Accident] Investigation Branch", who awaits it and 

why? 

 

There is no Chief of UK road safety or any 

independent professional body on a par with 

the Health and Safety Executive who take 

overall responsibility for policy and for 

delivering year on year accident reductions.  

Instead of having strong central leadership, 

the individual road authorities have been 

tasked with creating their own policies to 

tackle the dangers that exist on the roads.   

 

Unfortunately they do not have the authority 

or the ability to address many of the safety 

issues within the road environment that lead 

to death and injury.  It is only by having the 

overall picture from across the whole of the 

United Kingdom that the opportunities to 

identify the potential for accident reduction 

can be made.  Incidents that may appear to be 

a one-off random event to one authority and 

not requiring attention may represent a 

significant problem when replicated across the 

whole road network.  For example wrong-way 

driving, wrong-side driving, junction collisions 

and pedestrian crossing incidents can occur at 

random locations across the nation but 

represent a significant proportion of the 

annual death and injury toll. 

 

Modern workplace safety has been 

underpinned by the principle that potential 

hazards are identified, assessed and if 

necessary control measures are put in place to 

eliminate or substantially reduce the risk of 

harm.  Our road engineering practices and 

equipment designs were developed in the 

1960's and reflect the safety standards of that 

time. Many of the accidents will only be 

prevented when there are control measures in 

place that address the safety weaknesses. 

There are now significant opportunities to 

transform the whole engineering environment 

using 21st century technology to deliver a far 

safer model including connected vehicles and 

a fully connected road infrastructure.   

 

For the almost a decade we have failed to see 

any significant reductions in the levels of 

death and injury on the roads.  There is a lot 

that could be done to improve on current 

safety practices but we can only move forward 

with the road safety process when there is a 

competent  body who are clearly in overall 

charge and who have the mandate to be able 

to deliver the changes that are needed.   

   

Maybe you have a view about the formation of a Road Collision Investgation Branch which you might 

like to share 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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POT HOLES 
 

I don’t think I have mentioned Pot Holes for a few months but one would have to say that they are 

certainly on the increase given the recent research from the annual PIT Report (Pothole Impact 

Tracker) for Kwik Fit which shows that the costs to British drivers as a result of 

dmanage has risen to a staggering £1.7 billion a a 35% increase on the previous 

year (£1.2bn).  

 

The rise can, in part, be explained by the higher traffic volumes in the last 

twelve months following the lockdown. However, it is notable that the latest 

figure is nearly half a billion pounds higher than in the year before Covid hit 

 

The research indicates that the number of 

British drivers experiencing pothole problems 

continues to risewith 59% of drivers say they 

have hit at least one pothole a week over the 

last year, up from 46% in 2021. Some 13.3 

million motorists say their car has suffered 

damage in the last year as a result of a pothole 

impact with the average individual repair bill 

coming out at £132. 

 

Of the 13.3 million drivers who experienced 

damage after a pothole impact, the research 

found that 50% faced damage to their tyres. 

This was followed by wheel damage in 29% of 

cases, damaged suspension (29%) and steering 

(18%). 
 

Some 46% of drivers say the road surfaces have 

got worse in the last twelve months, compared 

to 16% who say they have improved. 

 

One of the problems is that veryone want money for one thing or another and there is just not enough 

to go round. The cost of the 'pothole repair backlog’ across England and Wales has jumped by nearly 

25% in the last 12 months from £10.24bn to £12.64bn, in a major warning sign of the devastating 

impact of inflation on the highways sector. Close to a fifth of the network (18%) or 36,918 miles is 

now defined as being ‘structurally poor’, with less than five years’ life remaining according to the 

*Annual ALARM Report which has just been published. 
 

*You can find a copy of the ALARM Research initially at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-

uploads/ and then https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/ 

 

ROAD SAFETY CHAMPIONS AWARDS 

 

GEM Motoring Assist is celebrating its 90th anniversary this year and as aprt of the celebrations it is 

looking to reward three people who help make roads safer. 
 

Through its new ‘Road Safety Champions’ awards, GEM hopes to say a heart-felt ‘thank you’ to people 

who are ‘really making a difference in some aspect of making our roads safer’. 
 

GEM recognises that there are thousands of dedicated, enthusiastic people 

who volunteer in various roles or go above and beyond their everyday 

duties to help make road safety happen in their community or place of 

work and they want to do something special for those individuals who most 

deserve recognition for their dedication and commitment.  
 

GEM is initially inviting nominations via email (maximum 200 words) to editor@motoringassist.com 

You’ll need to provide details of the person being nominated, what they do and why they deserve 

the award. Nominations close on 30 June 2022. 
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NEW BRAKE SURVEY 
 

A new report by Brake, in partnership with Direct Line and Green Flag to support their Roadmap to 

Safe and Healthy Journeys project found in a group of just over 2,000 drivers across the whole age 

range that almost two in five (38%) drivers aged 25–34 admit they do not always wear a seat belt in 

cars with almost a third (29%) of drivers aged 18–24, and more than a quarter (26%) of those aged 35–

44 not always belt up in cars. However  by contrast 6% of those aged between 45 and 54, say they do 

not always belt up and 4% of drivers aged 55 plus are equally as guilty. 
 

Other findings from the new report include: 
 

More than one in 10 (12%) 

car passengers admit they 

wouldn’t speak out if the 

driver was speeding – with 

those aged 45–52 most likely 

to stay quiet (14%) and those 

aged 25–34 least likely to do 

so (8%) Male passengers are 

twice as likely as female passengers to not say 

anything if the driver was breaking the speed 

limit (16% versus 8%) 

 

A quarter (25%) of drivers said they have 

knowingly driven the morning after drinking, 

even though they may still be over the limit 
 

Only two-thirds (66%) check the weather 

forecast before making a long journey and  If 

it was snowing, more than one in 10 (13%) 

drivers would still make a non-urgent trip 
 

More than eight in 10 drivers (85%) check the 

pressure of their tyres less frequently than 

once a week.

There is a great deal of other useful information in this report which an be found at initially at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/ and then 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/ 

 

REDUCING CASUALTIES BY STOPPING CRASHES 
 

To book a place for Liverpool on Monday 13th June 2022 go to https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-

events/upcoming-events/liverpool-2022/  and follow the link to the registation form.  
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CHANGING ATTITUDES TO SPEED 

 

The latest research from IAM RoadSmart, has revealed positive long-term trends, with motorists 

continuing to find speeding less acceptable for the last six consecutive years. In their  latest Safety 

Culture Report, which tracks drivers’ changing attitudes to key road safety issues over time it 

discovered that 42 per cent of the 2,000 people surveyed at the end of 2021, thought 

it was acceptable to drive at 80mph on the motorway, compared to 56 per cent six 

years ago. Furthermore, 21 per cent thought it was acceptable to drive even faster 

than 80mph on the motorway compared to a chilling 28 per cent in 2016.Meanwhile, 

self-reported speeding in towns and cities in the last 30 days has also reduced in the 

last five years, with 10 per cent of those surveyed in 2021 admitting to driving five 

miles per hour over the speed limit on a residential street, compared to 17 per cent of those surveyed 

back in 2016. 

 

DRINK DRIVE DEATHS 

 

The latest Department for Transport (DfT) figures have revealed that there has been  no improvement 

in drink-drive related deaths on UK roads in the last decade. Final estimates for 2020 of road 

casualties in Great Britain involving illegal alcohol levels, revealed 220 people 

died in crashes where at least one driver was over the drink-drive limit 

compared to 230 in 2019.  

 

Over the same period, the total number of crashes where at least one driver 

was over the alcohol limit was 4,620 in 2020, an average of 12 crashes a day. Of these crashes, an 

estimated 1,070 were serious crashes, representing an average of around 26 serious accidents a week 

and only a minor fall from 1,390 in 2019. 

 

DRIVING TESTS BACKLOG AND WAITING TIMES 

 

A recent freedom of information request by the Approved Driving Instructors National Joint Council 

(ADINJC) revealed that as at 7th March 2022 the backlog for practical 

learner driver tests was 491 417.  To attempt to put this number into 

some context, before the pandemic DVSA conducted around 400 000 

tests per quarter, so the figure of 491 417 would equate to approximately 

4 months worth of driving tests. There are over 300 driving test centres 

of which 107 had a 24 week waiting time.  No driving test centre can 

have a waiting time of over 24 weeks, as that is the maximum test 

booking window. With regret there are driving test slots wasted and 

during the first 8 weeks of 2022 there have been 5461 test slots where 

an examiner has been available, but no booking has been made, this is an average of 683 per week, 

or just over 2 test slots per test centre per week. 

 

DVSA estimates that they will be able to bring the waiting time down below 10 weeks by the end of 

autumn, but they are monitoring this all the time and are constantly recruiting new and additional 

examiners all of whom have to be trained. 

 

In contrast to the large backlog for car tests, vocational tests are faring better.  As at the 7th March 

2022, the waiting time for vocational tests was 4.4 weeks for the on road practical test, and 3 weeks 

for the off road manoeuvring test. 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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LESS IS MORE – CHANGING TRAVEL 

 

The perception of what we see is far from the reality according to some new research by an 

authorative body known as CREDS [who are a research centre looking at how reductions in energy 

demand can support the transition to a net-zero society] which points towards a 10% reduction in 

car traffic from pre-pandemic levels. 

 

In there report - Less is more: Changing travel 

in a post-pandemic society, finds that people 

have been able to adapt significant elements 

of their daily travel to do what they want by 

travelling less. Researchers from CREDS and 

Decarbon8 

looked at the 

changes in 

work location 

and travel as 

a result of 

Covid-19 to 

learn lessons 

that would 

help to reach 

the UK’s net-

zero goals. 

 

Drawing on national datasets and insights from 

a survey in 10 areas of the UK, it shows that 

car traffic has reduced overall: congestion is 

not back to pre-pandemic levels and weekday 

car traffic is 10% lower than pre-pandemic 

levels, in large part due to homeworking. It 

also finds that car ownership has fallen. 14% of 

the households with two cars before the 

pandemic reduced to one car. Car sales are 

down on pre-pandemic levels and the 

anticipated dash to driving to reduce exposure 

to Covid-19 has not happened. The only mode 

of travel to see a sustained increase is walking. 

More people are walking more often than 

before the pandemic and not just for leisure. 

Walking is at the heart of the concept of 15 or 

20 minute neighbourhoods and, the 

researchers argue, this means we should be 

spending more on improving our local areas for 

walking and wheeling. 

 

The researchers from CREDS and the 

DecarboN8 network go on to develop 

recommendations for transport decisions 

makers based on evidence from these changing 

travel patterns that would encourage fewer 

trips, a greater blend of virtual activities and 

more localised and active travel and they call 

on policy makers to: 

 

• Actively manage the return to the 

office to kickstart more sustainable 

commuting 

• Stimulate a return to public transport 

• Prioritise improving pedestrian 

environments with the funding and 

attention it deserves 

• Encourage leisure cyclists to broaden 

their cycle use 

• Tackle the rise in light goods vehicle 

traffic 

• Support a shift to lower car ownership 

 

The hope is of course from a road safety perspective that this reduction will bring about a reduction 

in casualties but it will need to be supported by the greater adoption of the Hierachy of Road Users 

with those who drive accepting a greater responsibility for the most vulnerable as more people walk 

and cycle along with the benefits which we can derive from the opportunites which the commuter 

motorcyclists can bring in the transport mix.  

 

The report can be found at initially at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-

research-documents/ and then https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-

documents/ 
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TELEMATICS - CAN IT REDUCE THE RISKS? 

Participate in a major project to reduce road risks in the delivery sector 
  

UCL (University College  London - Centre for Transport Studies) and TRL have been funded by the 

Road Safety Trust to explore the role of telematics in reducing speed violations amongst drivers and 

riders in the delivery sector and how this technology can be used as a risk management tool. They 

would like to talk to managers about how they use telematics to manage risks in an interview that 

will last up to 40 minutes and will be completely anonymous and arranged at a convenient time via 

MS Teams.  All participants will receive copy of the final report which they hope will identify good 

practice. If you can help and would like to be involved or want more information please contact 

Nicola Christie via email at nicola.christie@ucl.ac.uk  

 

MORE ROAD SAFETY MONEY FOR SCOTLAND 
 

It was a pleasure to be an invited guest at the Scottish Road Safety Conference this month and learn 

from Scotland’s minister for transport, Jenny Gilruth confirmation that the Scottish Government is 

investing an additional £17 million to improve road safety in 2022/23. 
 

The funding package is being provided to help deliver the commitments in the Road Safety 

Framework, which sets out a vision for Scotland to have the best road safety performance in the 

world by 2030 and an ambitious long term goal where no one is seriously injured or killed on the 

country’s roads by 2050. The money will support engineering, research, education, marketing 

campaigns and partnership working. 

 

TYRE SAFETY 
 

IAM RoadSmart has expressed concern that millions of motorists could soon be risking their safety by 

shunning new tyres in favour of cheaper part-worn tyres – described by experts as ‘death traps.’ 

There survey of 1,000 drivers found nearly 40% of respondents would consider purchasing part-worn 

tyres in an effort to save money as the financial squeeze tightens. This potentially represents around 

14 million of the 35.9 million drivers in the UK. In terms of location, at 55%, Londoners are most likely 

to purchase part worn tyres.  
 

An investigation conducted by TyreSafe also discovered that 63% of part-worn tyres were unsafe to 

return to the road and estimate that on average 159 people are killed or seriously injured every year 

as a result of defective tyre related collisions.  

 

WALKING FOR EVERYONE 
 

A new report, ‘Walking For Everyone’ produced by Arup, Living Streets and Sustrans  is calling for 

Government action to stop cars, cycles and e-scooters encroaching on pavement space. The report 

is published as we await a Government response to the consultation on pavement parking in England 

– as well as guidance around electric vehicle charging points and cycle and e-scooter parking. 

 

Research from Living Streets has found that 87% of parents with children aged 4 to 11 years have had 

to step into the carriageway because of vehicles parked on the pavement and Sustrans has found 72% 

of disabled people would find fewer cars parked on the pavement useful to walk or wheel more. 
 

The report can be found at initially at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-

research-documents/ and then https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-

documents/ 
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