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DRIVING TEST 

There has been now for some time concerns about the number of learner drivers who fail to turn up 

for their driving test which is frustrating many who are waiting a considerable time to get a test date. 

The number of car driving tests being wasted due to learner drivers failing to turning up has more 

than doubled compared to before the pandemic which means that every day 1 in 21 learner drivers 

do not turn up for their driving test and the 

apointment is  wasted against the backdrop of the 

considerable waiting time for the test in the first 

place and at the same time disadvantaging other 

waiting for months to get a test. DVSA research found 

that 25% of those who did not turn up used a third-

party app to book their test. The second biggest 

reason for not showing up to a test was that a driving 

instructor was unavailable (13%) and 11% said they 

forgot the date or time of their booking. 

To help reduce the number of driving tests wasted, DVSA is urging learner driver to follow 10 top tips 

Make sure you or your driving instructor 

includes your mobile number in your booking, as you 

will get free reminder texts 

Check your instructor is available before 

booking your test 

Bring your provisional driving licence, we 

cannot tell who you are or what provisional 

entitlement you have without it. 

Arrive on time, examiners have a tight 

schedule, you will miss your test if you are late 

Book only through your instructor, or the 

official online booking service 

Don’t book through third-parties such as an 

app or an online seller, there is a risk you will not 

receive important information such as changes to 

your test 

Make sure you have an instructor or have 

access to a car well in advance of your test date, 

without a car, a driving test cannot go ahead 

If you take your own car check on GOV.UK 

it can be used on a driving test and make sure you 

bring an additional mirror and ‘L’ plates 

www.gov.uk/driving-test/using-your-own-car 

Make sure the car is taxed, MOT’d and 

insured, if the car is not, your test won’t go ahead 

If you or your instructor thinks you’re not 

ready to take your test, you should rearrange it and 

allow someone else to use it. You can change your 

test date on GOV.UK . 

Also the DVSA recently launched text message reminder service that reminds candidates they have 

a test coming up and how to change it if they don’t feel ready. 

REDUCING CASUALTIES BY STOPPING CRASHES 

Two Conference Style Events with an exciting list of speakers are being promoted by the Graham 

Feest Consultancy and the UK Road Safety Network for which bookings can now be made. Early bird 

discounts currently apply so make your reservations in good time 

 

 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/ and follow the link to the appropriate event and 

application form 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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WALES PARLIAMENT VOTE FOR 20MPH DEFAULT SPEED LIMIT 

After several months of debate and consultation Wales will introduce a default speed limit of 20 mph 

(30 km/h) in built-up areas from September next year which will result in a legally enforcing limit 

with the overall aim of  lowering road collisions and improving general road safety. In addition it is 

seen as a means by which it will cut air and noise pollution, as well as encouraging people to walk or 

cycle. 

In 2018 half of all injuries and 40% of deaths in road collisions in Wales happened on 30 mph roads or 

zones. 

Impact on Casualties at 20mpm and 30mph 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The reductions are currently being trialled in eight communities, but the change will be rolled out 

nationally next year. Currently, just 2.5% of Welsh roads have a speed limit of 20mph, but is now 

expected to increase to approximately 35%. 

Within the Welsh Parliament both Labour and Plaid Cymru, who have a cooperation agreement and 

hold almost three-quarters of the 60 Senedd seats, backed the plan although it had been met with 

criticism in a consultation conducted last year – which surveyed over 6,000 people on their opinions 

of the scheme and revealed 53% of people said they were against the lower default limit, as opposed 

to 47% who were in favour. In the end however the the parliament voted 39 to 15 in favour of 20mph 

becoming the default limit on most busy streets and residential roads and this will make Wales the 

first nation to introduce 20 mph as the default speed limit on most roads. 

The Welsh Government estimates that the initial change in signage would cost £33 million  but that 

it could ultimately save £58 million in reduced emergency services and hospital admissions over the 

next 30 years. 

LESS JOURNEYS BY CAR 

It would seem that the impact on the high cost of fuel is making people think more carefully about 

the journeys they make as  nearly half (48%) of UK adults say they are using 

less motor fuel than a year ago according to the  finding of a new survey 

conducted by Aviva and I would suggest that this is not because they are 

driving more slowly or smoothly. The aim of the government to have more 

of the shorter jouneys made by means other than the car seem to be 

occurring but not perhaps for the reasons of persuation they would like to 

have anticipated but more linked to cost.   

Traffic Safety Roads 
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HOW TO BECOME A DRIVER TRAINER 

The latest publication from the experienced Bill Lavender aimed at giving an insight to those 

looking to enter the world of driver training has been published.  

The book itself takes you through the steps and indeed what needs to be 

considered to become a successful Driver Trainer. With 40 years’ 

experience in the Driving School industry, including various senior roles 

within the British School of Motoring (BSM). First published in 2013 this fully 

updated book with a fresh title, not only takes you through what is needed 

to become a driver trainer, but also presents ways to develop your skills 

during the process being complemented by an epilogue written by Graham 

Feest, Chairman of the Institute of Master Tutors of Driving  (IMTD) and 

Road Safety Advisor to the Approved Driving Instructors National Joint 

Council (ADINJC) 

It is availble for purchase from Amazon at £14.99 by following the link 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/BECOME-DRIVER-TRAINER-Bill-Lavender/dp/1399924664  

AUTOMATIC CONE LAYER MACHINE 

Balfour Beatty has become the first construction company in the UK to roll out automated cone laying 

machines across its highways operations. Balfour Beatty pointed out that while cone laying remains 

essential during maintenance works, it also poses one of the biggest risks facing road workers and 

there has been an industry-wide push to combat the number of incidents that happen each year.  

The Automated Cone Laying Machine takes out the human element in the laborious task of putting 

out cones as well as eliminating an element of potential risk. 

It also frees up workers who can be redeployed to other 

traffic management duties. 

This advancement come after significant project investment 

from National Highways’ Innovation Designated Funds 

programme and it has been designed trialed and modified 

over time until now it is available for actual use. 

You can see a short clip showing how it put out the comes at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_YkGYm387A8  

AN UNEXPECTED POSITIVE IMPACT 

Soaring fuel costs could be having an unexpected positive impact on the safety of Britain’s roads 

according to latest research by IAM RoadSmart, which has revealed that potentially millions of  

1,004 motorists were surveyed with 72 per cent stating that they had changed how they drive due to 

travel costs. Of this number, 38 per cent stated that they now drive more economically while almost 

one in five (19 per cent) have taken extra care to stick to the speed limit. This respectively represents 

up to 12.5 million and 6 million of the 33 million people in possession of a full driving licence in the 

UK who have adopted slower or smoother driving habits in recent times. 

The impact of driving too fast is demonstrated by Department for Transport statistics, which show 

that exceeding the speed limit was reported as a factor in 7 per cent of all collisions, of which 17 per 

cent were fatalities. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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DISTRACTING DRIVERS 

In survey commissioned by IAM RoadSmart, which asked 1,000 motorists to rank a series of 

occurrences on how distracting they are, with one in 

three (30 per cent) of the drivers surveyed deeming 

tailgating to be the most distracting factor and to 

back this up figures from National Highways reveal 

that tailgating is a factor in 1 in 8 crashes on their 

road network. 

Tailgating was closely followed by children or other 

passengers as the second most distracting ccurrence, 

with one in four (26 per cent) agreeing that having 

others in the car can affect their ability to focus on 

their driving. 

The survey also revealed that traffic is also a significant source of distraction for motorists, with 

one in five (21 per cent) rating this as a factor that disconcerts them. 

OPTIMISING KERBSIDE SPACE 

As we seek to find enough kerbside space for a changing environment and model shift along with 

electric charging points a taskforce has been put together to find ways to optimise the management 

of kerbside space across the UK and make roads safer. 

The Transport Research Laboratory (TRL) is leading the 

initiative which aims to articulate the problems faced by 

road users, by network managers and by the councils who 

could use pavements to generate new revenue.  

The organisation said new government policies on active 

travel and electrification of transport were 

unintentionally putting different user groups in direct 

competition for the same precious road space, with 

cyclists expecting clear lanes which may now be blocked 

by EVs hooked up to charge points or littered with e-

scooters. 

TRL said now was the perfect time to debate on the issues, and work towards refreshed guidelines 

and regulations to empower councils to invest in solutions to satisfy all the disparate demands. 

TAGGING DISQUALIFIED DRIVERS 

Lincolnshire Police has received funding from The Road Safety Trust to assess whether electronic 

monitoring technology can reduce the risk to road users caused by persistent disqualified drivers.  

The project aims to develop effective technology which could in due course deter persistent 

disqualified drivers from reoffending using new electronic monitoring technology. The technology, 

comprising an ankle worn tag and managing software will seek to identify someone driving a vehicle 

on a public road. At a later stage the project will trial these tags on those who have committed 

driving offences and those who have been caught driving while disqualified. Initially some of the 

funding will be used to test the technology on volunteers who will help demonstrate the reliability 

of the tags worn and the managing software that collects and submits the data. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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DIRECT VISION STANDARDS PROVING THEIR WORTH 

TfL says the its Direct Vision Standards(DVS) initiative to protect vulnerable road users from heavy 

goods vehicles is working. Figures show 

that there were 17 serious injuries 

caused by collisions involving HGVs in 

London during 2021 – down 64% from 48 

in 2017. TfL also confirms that in the 

first year of the introduction of DVS a 

reduction in fatal collisions where vision 

is cited as a contributing factor.  

Under the scheme, HGVs are given a 

rating between ‘zero-star’ (lowest) and 

‘five-star’ (highest) – based on how much 

the driver can see directly through their 

cab windows. Only vehicles with a valid 

safety permit – those rated ‘one-star’ 

and above – have been able to operate in 

London since March 2021. The operators 

of lorries rated zero-star are required to 

fit safe systems in order to obtain a 

permit. 

According to TfL 191,769 safety permits have been issued, including nearly 5,000 to five-star vehicles 

and more than 112,000 zero-star HGVs have now had safe systems fitted. 

The standards will tighten in October 2024, when the minimum star rating will be three-stars and 

above. 

DRIVING INSTRUCTORS DEMAND SURVEY 

In June 2021 the Driver Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) ran the first Approved Driving Instructor 

(ADI) Demand Survey designed to find out the challenges faced by pupils and trainers as a result of 

the pandemic and the effect on demands for lesson. They repeated the survey again in January this 

year so to see how the situation has changed which gives us some useful statistical information.  

The main findings 

Fully operational ADIs currently have on 

average 21.5 learners, a decrease from last 

year when it was 24.5 

More than half of fully operational ADIs (55.4%) 

are currently training the same number of 

students as pre-COVID 

Partially operational ADIs (operating at 

reduced hours) currently have on average 12.0 

leaners A decrease from last year when it was 

13.8 

The majority of partially operational ADIs 

(61.9%) are currently training fewer learners 

than pre-COVID. 

The majority of ADIs (72.1%) currently have a 

waiting list but the amount of learners waiting 

has decreased compared to 2021. 

The waiting time for driving tests is still very high in some areas but there is now evidence that things 

are getting better. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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FORMATION OF A ROAD COLLISION INVESTGATION BRANCH ANNOUNCED 

The Government has confirmed that a new independent body will be set up to investigate collisions 

on the country’s roads and provide insight into what needs to change to help save lives and bring 

incidents on the roads in line with with similar independent bodies that already exist in air, maritime 

and rail.  

The decision to establish a Road Collision 

Investigation Branch (RCIB) follows serveral years of 

lobbying and then finally a public consultation 

which showed overwhelming support for its 

creation. Road collisions lead to significantly more 

deaths in Great Britain than those caused by other 

modes of transport, yet there has never been an 

independent body to investigate road incidents and 

their causes. 

The Road Safety Investigation Branch (RSIB) will investigate themes in the causes of collisions, as well 

as specific incidents of concern, to learn valuable road safety lessons. It will make independent safety 

recommendations to organisations, such as Government and police forces, etc to better shape future 

policy. However it will not be the role of the RCIB to identify blame or liability and so does not 

replace normal police investigation which is largely designed to seek out any criminal activity and 

gather basic statistical information. Currently, data and evidence is collated using in-depth study 

programmes, the Collision Reporting and Sharing System (CRASH), Forensic Collision Investigation 

reports and Prevention of Future Death reports but the independent body will look further to the 

data held by insurance companies, vehicle manufacturers, the emergency services and the NHS to 

deepen the body of evidence on incident causes and improve road safety interventions even further 

nationwide. 

The specialised unit will also provide insight into safety trends related to new and evolving 

technologies, which could include self-driving vehicles, e-scooters and electric vehicles (EVs). 

M4 SMART MOTORWAY MOVES TO SVD TESTING 

National Highways is lifting traffic management on 

the eastern section of its project to convert 32 miles 

of the M4 to all lane running (ALR) and will now 

begin testing Stopped Vehicle Detection (SVD) 

technology on the stretch.  

A 60mph speed limit and other interim safety 

measures will remain in place on the M4 between 

junctions 3 and  8/9 while final technology tests are carried out and that it would ‘not rush these 

essential preparations’. 

National Highways has said that it will not open any new schemes until ALR is installed.  

Virtually all construction work is complete, and as part of the final preparations to make it fully 

operational work to calibrate the technology, including stopped vehicle detection is being undertaken 

whilst safety continues to be the  priority.  

Once complete it means motorists along this whole 32-mile stretch of the M4 will benefit from 

improved journey times accoding to National Highways 

Traffic Safety Roads 



7 
 

 

MOTOR CYCLE THEFTS 

According to the Motorcycle Action Group (MAG), motorcycles were eleven times more likely to be 

stolen than cars in 2021. A recently published report estimates that 16,166 motorcycles were stolen 

last year, more than 25% of the total figure for all vehicles (63,304). The infromation was gathered 

using Freedom of Information data from 45 police forces. 

This is despite motorcycles accounting for just 3% of all 

vehicles on the road or looking at it another way an 

average of 20 motorcycles were reported stolen for every 

1,000 licensed. 

MAG says the analysis “will come as little surprise to anyone that rides” – and has criticised the 

priorities of the National Vehicle Crime Working Group who still openly state that its priority is cars 

and vans.  

POT HOLE EDUCATION 

Whilst there may well be a limit as to how much information and instruction a learner driver can 

absorb in the short period in which they receive formal lessons new research reveals yet another 

important learning opportunity which is being missed alongside the already identified areas of tution 

in the in the dark and driving with passengers now it has emerged that drivers may be unaware of 

the dangers of hitting a pothole, with almost half saying they would just keep driving after hitting 

one. 

In the survey conducted by RED Driving School 

which asked over 

1,000 learner drivers 

about their sentiment 

towards potholes and 

road safety, nearly 

two thirds (60%) of 

respondents claimed 

that they would be 

scared about how a 

pothole would impact their vehicle.  

Although the majority of the UK's learner 

drivers are fearful about potholes, almost half 

(44%) of learner drivers admitted that they 

wouldn't consider stopping to perform any 

checks on their vehicle immediately after 

hitting a pothole. While some (32%) resolved 

that they would perform checks on arrival of 

their planned destination, a small portion of 

respondents (4%) said they would completely 

ignore the fact that they had hit a pothole, 

demonstrating a lack of awareness of the 

potential severity of hitting a pothole. 

In response to these findings, RED, Kwik Fit 

and Michelin are teaming up to educate the 

learner drivers of our country on best practice 

to ensure optimal safety as well as becoming 

more mindful when it comes to tyre and car 

maintenance.    

While potholes aren't specifically 

acknowledged within any DVSA publication, 

RED Driving School instructors teach learners 

about the dangers of potholes during skills 

lessons in the learning process, alongside other 

topics such as road positioning, dealing with 

obstructions, anticipation and planning.  

 

Seb Goldin, CEO of RED Driving School comments: 

"The findings of this survey demonstrate an appetite for a learning curriculum which encompasses more 

about tyre pressure and damage, so that learner drivers can know what to look out for should there be an 

incident while independently driving. Including an aspect on the test which requires the learner driver to 

prove they are able to set and test tyre pressures would encourage better education and we believe the 

DVSA should make this adaption to the current test."   

Traffic Safety Roads 
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ACTIVE TRAVEL ENGLAND 

Ministers have confirmed with immediate effect the permanent appointment of Chris Boardman as 

England’s active travel commissioner and announced a raft of appointments to lead Active Travel 

England.  

Active Travel England is the government’s executive agency responsible for improving the standards 

of cycling and walking infrastructure in England. It is sponsored by the Department for Transport 

Mr Boardman who has been interim commissioner since January, will head up 

the new executive agency alongside chief executive officer Danny Williams and 

chief operating officer Louise Wilkinson who will take up their posts in the 

coming weeks. 

Active Travel England aims to help local authorities across the country deliver 

an environment, so that people can get to schools, shops and workplaces under 

their own steam without resorting to the use of a vehicle.  

LIFE SENTENCES A NEW OPTION FOR JUDGES 

Drivers who kill could receive life sentences as part of changes which have come into force which 

will particularly focus on dangerous drivers who kill and careless drivers who kill while under the 

influence of drink or drugs and will give judges the option of life sentences for the most serious cases. 

However one has to question what real affect this will have as apart from those who are clearly 

breaking other laws such a drink, drugs, using mobile phones etc most driver do not feel that they 

are necessarily driving in a dangerous manner but are judged to have done so an are subjected very 

much to the outcome rather than the actual offence. So is this the deterrent we really are looking 

for to change behavour or is it a means to satisfy the victims families of which of course it would be 

unfair not to have the greatest possible sympathy.  

Currently the penalty for such an offence is a maximum prison sentence of 14 years but this term is 

rarely applied. However, many high profile cases in recent years have led to pressure on the 

government increase the maximum term to life. 

These changes came into force as part of the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act. 

The new legislation will also create an offence of causing serious injury by careless driving. This 

means that those who inflict long-term or permanent injuries also face tougher sentences. 

The proposed law change was first announced in 2017  but now becomes a reality and applies to 

offences in England, Scotland and Wales, but not Northern Ireland, which has separate road safety 

laws. 

A 20-MINUTE NEIGHBOURHOOD 

Sustrans aim is that everyone should live within a 10-minute walk from local amenities and is 

petitioning for transport and land-use planning systems in England to be much more integrated.  

The concept is that homes should be built within 800 metres, or 20 minutes of walking round trip, of 

public transport links and basic amenities thereby encouraging people to lead a healthier and happier 

lifestyle without the need for a car.  

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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GETTING BETTER AT SPEEDING 

The latest government figures reveal a fall in the number of motorists speeding following the peak 

which occurred during the pandemic lockdowns which was clearly as a result of traffic levels leading 

to free flowing roads and less enforcement by on road traffic policement.   

The data show in 

2021, 48% of 

drivers exceeded 

the speed limit 

on motorways, 

compared to 53% 

in 2020. 

They highlight a similar fall on National Speed 

Limit (NSL) single carriageways (down from 

12% in 2020 to 11% in 2021) and on 30mph 

roads (down from 56% in 2020 to 51% in 2021). 

Meanwhile on 20mph roads, 87% of cars 

exceeded the speed limit – with 19% breaking 

the limit by more than 10mph. 

The data also shows that the percentages of vehicles exceeding speed limits was higher at weekends. 

On motorways, 47% of cars exceeded the speed 

limit during weekdays, rising to 52% on 

weekends. 

Meanwhile on 30mph roads 50% of cars 

exceeded the speed limit on weekdays, 

compared to 55% on weekends, and on NSL 

single carriageways, the figures were 11% and 

14% respectively. 

Government statistics measure speed and compliance at sites where the road conditions are ‘free 

flowing’. These generally include roads with no junctions, hills, sharp bends, speed enforcement 

cameras or other traffic calming measures. 

DRINK DRIVE LIMIT 

According to research commissioned by IAM RoadSmart up to four in ten drivers (42 per cent) of the 

1,004 motorists surveyed do not know the legal drink-drive limit in England, Wales and Northern 

Ireland which potentially represents over 15 million of the 35 million people who possess a full driving 

licence in the UK. 

Around one in five (23 per cent) of those surveyed knew the correct drink-drive limit in England, 

Wales and Northern Ireland - that being 35 micrograms per 100 millilitres of breath. Meanwhile 

awareness in Scotland was higher with six in ten (60 per cent) of those surveyed knowing the limit 

which currently stands at 22 micrograms of alcohol in 100 millilitres of breath. 

In addition, of the 585 who answered that they knew the drink-drive limit for England, Wales and 

Northern Ireland, less than half (40 per cent) actually answered correctly. 

MEDICAL QUESTIONNAIRES 

The law has now changed to enable healthcare professionals other than doctors to complete DVLA 

medical questionnaires. This would take place following any notification of a medical condition that 

may affect an individual's driving, the DVLA has announced. 

This is part of an approach by the DVLA to improve and speed up the medical licencing process and 

to reduce the burden on doctors on filling out straight forward medical questionnaires. 

An amendment to the Road Traffic Act 1988 means a wider pool of registered healthcare 

professionals, other than doctors, can now be authorised to provide information where a driver has 

declared a medical condition. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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CHANGES IN EXTRICATION PRACTICES 

In 2021 some 7,000 patients needed to be assisted to leave the vehicle by a process known as 

extrication following a crash. During this process, which has been the “gold standard” since the 

1960’s patients may remain in the vehicles for on average 30 minutes as slow, careful movements 

are used particularly in order to avoid potential spinal injuries. However, new research suggests that 

this time delay of such an approach may be increasing the rate of death and injury. 

Professor Tim Nutbeam, Consultant in Emergency Medicine at University 

Hospitals Plymouth NHS Trust and Lead Consultant for the Devon Air 

Ambulance, along with colleagues within emergency care and the 

National Fire Chiefs Council were awarded a grant by The Road Safety 

Trust to conduct research into the extrication methods following a motor 

vehicle collision. 

The results found that the extrication methods do not offer the benefits 

that they were thought to offer as they are associated with significant 

movement and only 0.7 per cent of patients trapped in motor vehicle 

collisions have spinal cord injury and there is now therefore a case to 

change how the extrication process is performed. 

An extrication involves trained Fire and Rescue personnel using the ‘Jaws of Life’ (a hydraulic 

apparatus) and other similar tools to pry apart the wreckage of crashed vehicles in order to free 

people trapped inside. The principles for this method were developed based on the paradigm that 

spinal injury was more important than other injuries and the overall objective was therefore to limit 

spinal movement during extrication. The number of spinal injuries is however much smaller than 

previously thought and in those with spinal injuries, many will also have significant other life-

threatening injuries which need rapid assessment and management. 

Furthermore, the spinal movements associated with extrication were found to be much larger during 

assisted extrication than when a patient self-extricated and the research finding recommend that 

self-extrication should be delivered wherever possible with the extrication goal of minimising 

entrapment time. 

The results of the research are being widely shared. The United Kingdom Rescue Organisation have 

adopted the new principles for their Extrication Challenge in September 2022 after which the new 

guidance will be translated into National Operational Guidance for Fire and Rescue Services. 

A copy of the research report can be found initially at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ 

and after at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/ 

 

OPERATION VERTEBRAE 

A week-long enforcement campaign under code name “Operation Vertebrae” conducted by National 

Highways and police, on the M6 in unmarked HGV cabs resulted in more than 387 driving offences 

being recorded of which 98 drivers were using their mobile phone and 100 people were not wearing 

a seatbelt. In total, 412 vehicles were stopped by police using the unmarked cabs, supplied by 

National Highways, including 180 HGVs and 122 private vehicles. Action taken ranged from words of 

advice or fixed penalty notices to traffic offences being reported and even six arrests. 

One lorry which was stopped had six defective tyres and an excess load of approximately 15 tonnes. 

Lancashire Police reported the driver for the traffic offences and the HGV was taken off the road. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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BY CONTRAST 

A hundred and twenty-three workers were killed in work-related accidents in Great Britain in the last 

year, according to recently published figures for the year April 2021 to March 2022 by the Health and 

Safety Executive (HSE).

The industries with the 

highest deaths were 

construction (30), 

agriculture, forestry, and 

fishing (22), and 

manufacturing (22); though 

agriculture, forestry and fishing has the highest 

rate of fatal injury per 100,000 workers. 

The three most common causes of fatal injuries 

continue to be falling from height (29), being 

struck by a moving vehicle (23), and being struck 

by a moving object (18).   

The 123 worker deaths in 2021/22 is lower than 

the previous year, though it is in line with pre-

pandemic figures. There has been a long-term 

downward trend in the rate of fatal injuries to 

workers, though in the years prior to the 

coronavirus pandemic the rate was broadly flat. 

A further 80 members of the public were killed 

following a work-related accident in 2021/22. 

This is an increase on the previous year but below 

the pre-pandemic level. This is likely to reflect 

the various COVID-19 restrictions in place. 

The release of the annual figures coincides with the 50th anniversary this month of the publication 

of the Robens report. The landmark report led to the Health and Safety at Work Act in 1974, which 

ultimately led to the HSE being set up the following year. Since then, Great Britain has become one 

of the safest places in the world to work with the number of workplace deaths and injuries falling 

significantly. 

Now compare that with road fatalities when in a normal year just short of 1,800 deaths are recorded 

in Great Britain and the estimate is that at least one third of these are work related - I wonder what 

impact could be made if it was  a requirement to report under RIDDOR road work deaths and the 

possible and greater potential for businesses to be penalised if a worker is killed in a work related 

activity over and above any police proscution under the Road Traffic Act. Such an approach could 

lead to better working practices for drivers and others who need to drive in order to do their job. 

 

STRATEGIC ROAD USER SURVEY RATES M40 THE BEST 

The Strategic Roads User Survey is an annual poll conducted by the independent group. Watchdog 

Transport Focus conducted the poll of more than 5,000 motorists to discover which major routes 

scored best and worst for driver satisfaction.  

The M40 came out top while the A1 was ranked lowest.  

The M40 motorway between London and Birmingham had the highest overall satisfaction score of 79 

per cent, beating every other route managed by the Government's National Highways. However the 

A1, which spans 396 miles and links London and Edinburgh, came out worse by road users for having 

far too many road works without any work taking place' and very slow-moving traffic'. 

The study which asks drivers to rate across a number of categories, including their overall satisfaction 

as well as scores for journey time, how well road works are managed and completed, the quality of 

the road surface, how safe they feel, signage and the standard of information relayed to them on the 

move by electronic signs - usually overhead gantries on smart motorways. Management of roadworks 

continues to be the biggest headache for drivers, scoring the lowest satisfaction average of 48 per 

cent. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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RECORDED ROAD CASUALTIES WALES 2021 

The Welsh Government has published the Police Recorded Road Casualties for Wales in respect of 

2021 which are part of the overall Statistics for Road Castualties Great Britain.  

In 2021 police forces in 

Wales recorded a total of 

3,288 road collisions, an 

increase of 416 (14.5%) 

compared to 2020 which 

was the lowest year on 

record. 

These collisions resulted in 4,348 personal 

injuries. Of these, 86 people were killed, 925 

people were seriously injured and 3,337 slight 

injuries were recorded. 

Over half of all road collisions (53%) occurred 

on 30mph roads with the next highest 

proportion (25%) occurring on 60mph roads. 

Within areas covered by a 20mph speed limit 

there were just 3%,  

Whilst there has been an overall fall in personal injury road crashes in recent years the number of 

fatalities or serious injury has been relatively stable, with the overall decline in collisions accounted 

for by a continued fall in slight injury crashes. 

Most of 2020 were affected by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic which saw restrictions on how, 

where and why people could travel within Wales. This continued in a good part of 2021 and so drawing 

any meaningful conclusions from these years by way of comparison to the norm is difficult 

A copy of road casualties Wales can be found initially at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-

uploads/ and after at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/statistical-information/  

 

RECORDED ROAD CASUALTIES SCOTLAND 2021 

The Scottish Governement has also published the Police Recorded Road Casualties for Scotland in 

respect of 2021 which are part of the overall Statistics for Road Castualties Great Britain.  

In 2021 there were 

recorded a total of 3,833 

road collisions. This was 

1% lower than in 2020 

These collisions resulted 

in 5,023 personal injuries 

of which 139 were killed 1,596 people were 

seriously injured and 3,288 slight injuries were 

recorded. 

Male fatalities fell by 5 to 110 but female 

fatalities rose by 3 to 34. Fourteen per cent 

(693) of all casualties were aged 16–22, a fall 

of 5% on 2020, of which 399 were male and 294 

were female. 

Again 2020 was affected by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic which saw restrictions on how, 

where and why people could travel within Scotland. This continued in a good part of 2021 and so 

drawing any meaningful conclusions from these years by way of comparison to the norm is difficult 

A copy of road casualties Scotland can be found initially at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-

uploads/ and after at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/statistical-information/  
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NATIONAL HIGHWAYS TO IMPROVE REALIABILITY FOR DRIVERS 

Prolonged disruption through roadworks will be reduced as part of new plans designed to ensure more 

reliable journeys on England’s busiest roads as National Highways develop a series of measures to 

reduce the impact of billions of pounds worth of vital work being carried out on the Strategic Road 

Network. 

This includes an increase in the use of higher speed limits past work sites where it is safe to do so, 

clearer messaging for drivers, more effective diversion routes and a decluttering of the roadside. 

National Highways are also to consider an increase in the 

number of full closures of motorways and major A-roads to 

complete work on the network itself relatively quickly as 

an alternative to months or even years of partial closures. 

In some cases, this means building more structures off-site 

and then lifting them onto the road. 

Other measures include: 

A further increase in the use of the 
“Highest Safe Speed” approach to roadworks – 
often involving 60mph speed limits past work 
sites, from 50mph previously - this approach first 
introduced two years ago, has already been 
adopted for most major schemes but will be 
expanded to smaller-scale projects in 2022/3 
where it is deemed safe to do so after detailed 
assessments showed it led to journey time 
savings as well as greater compliance with the 
new limit. 

A new approach to diversion routes, with 
a customer-focused toolkit issued to project 
teams and new signs due to be trialled on the 
network. 

Improved roadside communication to 
drivers, including more detailed information on 
electronic message boards which explains why 
drivers may not see people physically working on 
the road all the time. 

New guidance to project teams to 
declutter work sites at roadsides, including the 
removal of signage deemed unnecessary to 
improve the local environment and improve the 
driving experience. 

Enhanced self-service reporting tools to 
enable drivers, passengers, local communities 
and businesses to more easily report issues on the 
network. 

The approach is designed to save taxpayer money and minimise the impact on local communities and 

drivers caused by major projects on the 4,300-mile network. It is also likely to lead to lower carbon 

emissions from construction equipment and minimise the risks to worker safety. 

RENTAL E-SCOOTER TRIALS EXTENDED TO 2024 

The Government has announced that the exiting trials of rental e-scooter schemes can continue until 

May 2024 which means that local authorities have a choice to either cease them on 30th November 

2022 or extend them until 31st May 2024 and it is anticipated that most will take that option. However 

no new trial schemes will be authoried. 

The trials were launched in bid to ease pressure on public transport during the Covid-19 pandemic 

although it was only a matter of time before they were given approval.In the two years they have 

been operated they have done little to reassure critics about their safety particularly amongst other 

road users such as the blind and elderly. 

Data shows there were 1,359 casualties in collisions involving e-scooters, compared to 484 in 2020 

although it must be stressed that most of these came from the currently illegal use of privately own 

machines which should not be used on the public highway but enforcement as such would appear to 

be fairly low key.  

Traffic Safety Roads 
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PLATOONING 

A trial to ascertain the effectiveness of platooning technology on the UK road network has found that 

fuel savings are negligible in a real-world setting and unlikely to be sufficient for the freight industry 

to adopt the practice. 

Platooning involves multiple vehicles travelling together via 

electronic or mechanical means to decrease the space between 

them and reduce air resistance, thereby saving fuel and 

reducing carbon and other emissions. 

A report into what is known as the HelmUK project  was based 

on a trial  which ran between 2017 and 2022. 

The trial by National Highways which was supported by TRL and the Department for Transport, 

showed that platooning can be utilised safely on the UK road network, with no additional risks 

highlighted, but that improvements to air quality and fuel savings have not been as significant as 

predicted. 

A copy of the report is available on request from graham@grahamfeest.com   

ROADTRACE 

Aisin has developed technology, branded RoadTrace, which is able to detect unusual driving patterns 

directly from vehicles on the road. Data from multiple sources is processed using RoadTrace to 

provide indications of issues around road surface deterioration, signage, lining and road geometry as 

well as infrastructure design issues. 

By providing high-definition visual imagery of these target ‘red’ areas, Gaist will help Aisin deliver a 

powerful tool to help roads authorities across Europe target danger spots. 

If you want to learn more about this exciting development then Aisin will be presenting just what can 

be collated and used at the Hull and Cardiff – Reducing Casualties by Stopping Crashes events in 

September and October. Find more at https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/  

 

PERSPECTIVES ON THE INTRODUCTION OF INTELLIGENT SPEED ASSISTANCE 

The Universities of Sheffield and Greenwich, in collaboration with PACTS and the Transport Research 

Laboratory, are researching stakeholder perspectives on the introduction of Intelligent Speed 

Assistance (ISA) technology in the UK and are looking to interview people with expertise in policy 

making, insurance, car manufacturing and road safety for this Road Safety Trust funded project.  

The interview will seek the individuals perspectives on the use and 

value of ISA technology, whether and how it should be adopted in the 

UK and the factors that could facilitate or hinder its rollout and use. 

Interviews will be online and take around 30 minutes.  

All responses will be completely anonymised and the study will be given 

ethical approval from the University of Sheffield. If you would like to 

take part, please contact Marianne Day Marianne.r.day@sheffield.ac.uk  

to arrange an interview at your convenience. Interviews will take place from July-October 2022. Also 

contact Marianne if you have any questions about the study. 
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