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EUROPE CHRISTMAS DRINK AND DRUG CAMPAIGN
6.218 drunk drivers were caught by police officers in a ROADPOL pan-European campaign aimed at
driving under the influence of alcohol and drugs.
R O A D P O L is a network of
European traffic police forces
Additional 1.509 drivers were found to be driving after
and is primarily committed to
having taken different kinds of illicit drugs. Throughout the
reducing the number of deaths
campaign lasting from 7th to 13th December 2020 about
and serious injuries on Europe’s
500.000 motorists were checked across 13 ROADPOL
roads.
member states.
E-SCOOTERS
The use of e-scooters has raised its head again and when talking about them it is important to
differentiate between those privately owned and rental devices which have a very different set of
rules.
Trials of the rental devices were made legal in July 2020,
having been given the go ahead in a bid to ease pressure
on public transport during the Covid-19 pandemic. The
trials which are due to last 12 months are designed to
help assess the benefits of e-scooters – in particular their
impact on public space, motor traffic, the environment
and safety. Rental e-scooter schemes have been set up in
a number of cities in the UK, including in Gloucestershire
and Coventry etc and are due to start in London soonj
However most importantly it should be understood that it is
The Fact is that it is still illegal
illegal to use a privately owned e-scooter on public roads,
to use a privately owned ecycle lanes and pavements despite the fact that they are
scooter on any part of the
available for purchase which gives rise to a great deal of
highway. Only those through a
confusion and some question whether they should be
loan scheme where a local
allowed to be sold on the high street or by mail order. With
authority has been approved to
the majority of riders either unaware or taking a chance
trial such a scheme are they
using a privately own e-scooter runs the risk of a £300 fine
permitted to be used.
and penalty points being placed on their driving licence and
also having their device seized. It is understood that in
London, the police has seized more than 600 private e-scooters since November, according to
figures reported by the BBC and other forces have indicated their intention to take similar action if
the riders of these privately own scooters are seen using them in public places.
Halfords who sell these scooters reported a surge in demand pre-Christmas with a 71% rise in sales
following the announcement of the second lockdown and it is anticipated that many people will
have received an e-scooter as a present.
With the current campaign towards greener and modern technologies, it seems almost certain that
following the trials the use of private e-scooters will be and be legalised. However before that
happens there will need to be regulated framework put in place to ensure the proper safe sale and
safe to use.
The emphasis at present is however that it is illegal to use a privately own e-scooter on any part of
the highway.
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GETTING ACROSS THE MESSAGE ABOUT ADAS
Often referred to as ADAS but do people know that this stands for Advanced Driver Assistance
Systems and it sounds great when the dealer says that the car has AEB, ISA, ESS, ACC, LKS and DM
fitted as standard. Sounds impressive but does the actual purchaser have any real idea of what
the salesman is talking about and how it will provide the help needed when undertaking the driving
task?
IAM RoadSmart has warned that without better
training for drivers, new technologies that are
designed to improve safety could in fact become
potential hazards. These comments have come on
the back of a research project report published by
the FIA designed to examine the optimal way for the
deployment of six ADAS technologies mandated for
cars in the European Union from 2022 which
include:
Advanced
Emergency
Braking
(AEB);
Intelligent
Speed
Assistance
(ISA);
Emergency Stop Signal (ESS); Adaptive
Cruise Control (ACC); Lane Keeping System
(LKS) and Driver Monitoring (DM) for
drowsiness
detection/distraction
recognition:
Firstly it is clear that users must appreciate that
these systems and technologies are there to aide
the driver and not to replace the driver. ADAS is not
automation and the use of these systems also needs
manual intervention.
In order however to get the maximum benefit both in terms of assisting the driver and for road
safety there is an urgent need for vehicle manufacturers, dealerships, DVSA (Driving and Vehicle
Standards Agency) and driving instructors to include a comprehensive lessons for motorists on how
to use advanced driver assistance systems (ADAS) so that the maximum benefits are achieved.
Currently awareness and understanding of these systems is generally low among drivers and the
FIA’s report finds that most users do not receive any training when first encountering ADAS but
have to rely on information from the user manual, and most alarmingly by applying a ‘trial-anderror’ method.
IAM RoadSmart also recommend a comprehensive explanation to end-users of the systems’
limitations, more consistently accurate functioning of ADAS in practice and the introduction of failsafe communications to alert users if any of the systems fail, helping to mitigate any potential road
safety risk.
A copy of the report can be initially found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latestuploads/ after which is can be located at:
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/
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DID THE CORONER REACH THE RIGHT VERDICT?
Removing the hard shoulder on a motorway and creating it as a running lane has been and
continues to be a controversial move and has divided opinion as to whether or not it is safe. I
wonder however whether the question would have been asked if motorways had been built without
a hard shoulder in the first place. Very busy two and three lane duel carriageways run for miles
without a hard shoulder or areas where people can pull over onto vacant ground beside the
carriageway and yet they do not seem to create the same reaction.
However recently the widow of a man killed on a smart motorway has thanked the coroner who
described such schemes as presenting
‘an ongoing risk of future deaths’ and
called for a new review into their
safety. The comments were made at
the inquest into the death of Jason
Mercer and Alexandru Murgeanu, who
were killed on an all lane running
stretch of the M1 near Sheffield in June
2019. Unfortunately the two men were
involved in a minor collision and had
stopped to exchange details when a
lorry hit their stationary vehicles on what had previously been the hard shoulder.
The Coroner concluded that the two men had been unlawfully killed, and said that the operation of
the smart motorway system had been a contributing factor and that the lack of hard shoulder
contributed to this tragedy.
The Lorry driver Prezemyslaw Zbigniew Szuba was jailed for causing death by driving without due
care and attention but the late Jason Mercer’s wife had considered it was wrong to prosecute him
and he was not to blame.
PARKING FINES
Always the cause for the raising of blood pressure is finding that you have managed to get a parking
ticket particularly when it was through no fault of your own that your appointment had taken
longer than expected.
However for the latest data Councils are issuing fines worth an average of £850,000 a year for
parking offences, with one raking in more than £10m, according to the latest research by the
Insurer comparethemarket.com.
The London Borough of Newham is now the parking fine capital of the UK after the council issued
239,000 fines worth £10.6m in a year. Nine of the 10 local authorities taking in the most from
parking fines are in Greater London, with each council collecting more than £4m annually.
Outside the capital, Glasgow and Birmingham were the local authorities most likely to issue a
ticket.
According to comparethemarket.com the average parking fine issued by councils across the UK is
£37, rising to £41 in the 20 local authorities that made the most revenue from parking fines.
Parking fines given out by councils outside of London tend to be at a lower rate
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NATIONAL POTHOLE DAY SURVEY
The survey taken to mark National Pothole Day held on 15th January 2021 and headed up by
UltraCrete has found that 81% of local authorities
believe the pothole crisis has become worse over
the last five years and that funding cuts have
played a significant part in the decline in the
network with 57% of councils revealing they had
their funding for repairs reduced over the same
period and they do not believe central government
fully understands the impact the funding gap.
UltraCrete spoke to over 40 local authorities
across the country as well as contractors. A
significant majority of private highway
maintenance contractors (68%) agreed their
employers need more funding for pothole
repairs.

The road safety impact of these surface
defects is a key concern especially as the
Government and authorities encouraged by
the recent rise in cycling and the need for
more dedicated infrastructure for active
travel. The survey found that 80% of cyclists
have had to perform a 'dangerous manoeuvre'
because of a pothole.

Speaking to over 50 highway contracting firms
they found 22% listed inferior materials as
their greatest concern when making repairs;
'a statistic that may explain why 6% of
pothole repairs are revisited on a weekly
basis by contractors.

Around a quarter (23%) of local authorities receive 51-100 pothole complaints every month.
Looking Pale
But it’s not the first year, but rather the third year in a row.
GREY CARS LEAD THE WAY IN 2020
According to the latest figures released by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT),
for the third year running grey appear to be the most popular choice of car colour. A total of
397,197 new grey cars came onto the roads in 2020 representing just under a quarter of all cars
sold in the year.
Black and white took second and third place
resulting in six out of every ten (61.6%) of all
new cars painted in these three shades.

In terms of the type of cars the top colour for
both petrol and diesel cars was grey, with
248,182 and 84,489 registered respectively.
White was recorded as the most in-demand
tint for zero emission battery electric
vehicles (BEVs) at 25,689. Black was the most
popular shade for plug-in hybrids (PHEVs)
with 17,989 registered.

Yellow painted cars increased its market
share from previous years by 50%, accounting
for sales of 6,816. Red saw its registrations
drop below 200,000 for the first time in a
decade to 147,222, recording its worst tally
since 1997.

When it comes to more distinct colours, Pink was most popular in Leicestershire (23.7% of cars
sold). Orange was the choice of the West Midlands, and Blue on the Isle of White and in the
Borders.
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SCHOOL STREETS
A new report which was commissioned by campaign group Mums for Lungs and environmental
charity Possible and has assessed the concept of School
Street in four major cities of the UK has given a firm
indication that it is feasible to replicate this throughout
half the schools in the UK.
The report itself looks at factors including location, type
of road and number of bus routes, concluding that a School
Street is ‘likely to be feasible’ for around half of schools
(44-50%) and ‘may be feasible’ for up to two-thirds (6468%).
School Streets restrict traffic on roads outside of schools at
opening and closing times in a bid to reduce air pollution,
improve road safety and encourage children to walk or
cycle to school. Like a number of measures their
introduction has been expedited by the Covid-19 pandemic
or be it on a trial basis initially.
As of November 2020, Schools Streets had been
implemented at 14.7% of London schools, 4.8% in Leeds,
2.5% in Birmingham and 1.2% in Bristol.
A copy of the report can be initially found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latestuploads/ after which is can be located at:
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/

NEW ACTING CHIEF EXECUTIVE FOR HIGHWAYS ENGLAND
Highways England has appointed Nick Harris as its Acting Chief Executive and will take over from
Jim O’Sullivan on 1st February 2021. Nick is currently the company’s Executive Director of
Operations and joined Highways England in 2016.
Nick has been responsible for the operation and maintenance of the strategic
road network. In this role, he has spearheaded changes in the way Highways
England works with its supply chain and introduced innovative ways of working
to provide the best possible quality of service to road users and local
communities.
Prior to joining Highways England his career had included senior roles in water
utilities across the UK and overseas.

The Graham Feest Traffic Safety Roads newsletter is distributed free to a
wide range of road safety practitioners. Comments on the items are welcomed as are any articles or
points which readers may wish to make that are either directly related to a published item, an expression
of personal views or an article of a relevant and topical nature. Any contributions will be appropriately
assigned and the Graham Feest Consultancy has the final say on what it included.
Send any contributions to graham@grahamfeest.com
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OPERATION CLOSE PASS HORSE SAFETY
The principles of Operation Close Pass – an initiative designed to improve the safety of cyclists –
have been adapted by Dorset Police to provide the same benefits to horse riders.
Founded by West Midlands Police, Operation Close Pass sees officers educate drivers on how to
safely overtake cyclists and involves plain clothed police officers – typically fitted with cameras –
cycling along selected roads to look for motorists who do not leave the required space when
passing.

Operation Close Pass has been adopted by other police forces in the UK in various forms. Dorset
Police have been operating the scheme since 2017 and have adapted it to provide the same
benefits to horse riders and its success has seen the force receive a great number of comments
from the equine community about their safety on the county’s roads.
Extending the scheme to include horses and resulted in a relationship with students at Kingston
Maurward Equine College in Dorchester who have produced educational literature in order to
support what is now known as Operation Close Pass – Horse Safe, which was officially launched in
March 2019 and any driver who passes the police cyclist unsafely is offered the chance to learn
about the importance of leaving a safe distance when passing a horse and rider – with the help of
leaflets, booklets and a safe passing mat.
MOTORCYCLING COULD BECOME MUCH MORE SAFER
With powered two wheelers being not just a major contribution to reducing the number of cars and
congestion on the road for now at least it is a means by which people can get around travelling in
isolation from A to B without coming into contact and maintaining social distancing.
Perhaps this is why statistics show that despite the impacts of Covid-19, there were 104,612
registrations of new PTWs in 2020. The figure comprises the number of motorcycles registered,
which fell by 6.7%, and the number of scooter registrations, which rose by 10.5%.
Meanwhile, there were 2,458 e-PTW registrations in 2020 – up 51.2% up on 2019.
Whilst we know that motorcyclist form part of the vulnerable group of road users the more there
are on the road in place of four wheeled vehicle potentially the safer it becomes
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SEMI-LONGER TRAILERS
The
Department
for
Transport have recently
launched a Consultation
asking if the longer semitrailer trial (LST) should
end earlier than intended
as they believe that the
trial has reached a point
where
continuing
is
unlikely to provide any
further
information
of
value.
The trial, which started in 2012, tested the theory that the use of LSTs should lead to journey
reductions, which in turn would lead to a reduction in transport congestion and emissions. Now it
needs to prepare the legal framework in which these can be operated safely in normal
circumstances. Accordingly it is looking at three alternative approaches/options which are in
addition to the rules already governing the operation of HGV’s.
The first is a lighter additional regulatory option
• the requirement to report incidents involving an
LST where a person is killed or injured whether
this occurs on a public road or private land and
incidents involving LSTs on public roads where
damage is caused

• the requirement for operators to undertake and
retain a risk assessment of the proposed route an
LST will follow and to have regard to and record
feedback received from drivers on the
appropriateness of routes

• specific driver training, lasting a minimum of
half a day, which could be provided by the
operator, but which could also be done via
periodic training for driver certificates of
professional competence (DCPC)

• operators will be required to undertake an
appropriate level of compliance monitoring to
ensure LSTs are being operated on the routes set
and to take appropriate action where deviations
are identified

• underpinning specific identification of LSTs in
operator licensing

Option two which would include the above and would:
• require operators to operate LSTs on a defined
network consisting of major roads (this includes all
motorways and A roads) for a minimum of 80% of
each journey an LST undertakes

place to collect and store this data for a 5-year
period. Operators would be required, should the
police,
• require operators to apply to the traffic
commissioner on an annual basis for approval to
continue to operate a LST once the trailer is over
10 years old

• require drivers to undertake approved LST CPC
training before their DCPC is renewed in order to
retain entitled to operate LSTs
• require operators to be able to accurately track
the routes LSTs take by GPS, and have a system in

The third option includes allowing LSTs to enter into general circulation without any extra specific
regulatory controls. The LSTs would operate under the normal regulatory regime for heavy goods
vehicles.
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BLOOD GUTS AND GORE DOES NOT WORK
A new study has shown and confirmed what many road safety practitioners have always believed
that films demonstrating responsible behaviour could lead to young drivers taking fewer risks on the
road than if they only saw videos aimed at provoking fear of being involved in crashes and any
subsequent outcomes. Alas many of the public don’t necessarily see it that way and we still hear
voices demanding that we show the horrific consequences of crashes in an effort to stimulate
people sitting up and taking notice but in essence that does not really work as those it is aimed at
deny the possibility of ever being caught up in such situations. Add to this many see such negative
messaging as entertainment rather than the message it was intended to convey.
Dr Yaniv Hanoch, Associate Professor of Risk Management at the University of Southampton said,
“Governments around the world have adopted a
plethora of interventions aimed at encouraging
safer driving, the majority of which use fear-based
content, such as graphic depictions of sudden car
crashes. We are all familiar with the UK
Government’s “Think” campaign, especially at this

time of year. However, previous research has
suggested that such messages can be counterproductive, possibly because the emotive content
can trigger defensive reactions and message
rejection.”

In this latest research, led by Dr. Cutello of the University of Antwerp in partnership with the
University of Southampton and the University of Warwick, 146 young drivers undertook tests to
compare the difference in their attitudes to risky driving.
Half of the group viewed a six-minute video aimed at instilling fear through a crash caused by a
reckless driver, distracted by his passengers. The other half saw a video showing a positive scene
with a careful driver asking the passengers not to distract him. Both road safety films were
developed specifically for and used by, the Fire and Rescue Services across the United Kingdom.
The study also tested whether watching the videos in an immersive setting on a Virtual Reality (VR)
headset made a difference than watching the videos on a two-dimensional (2D) TV screen. Each
participant took a questionnaire to assess his or her attitude to risk taking on the road before and
after the trial. At the end of the trial, they also took a second test, the Vienna Risk-Taking TestTraffic. In this test, they watched video clips of driving situations that require a driver reaction (for
example, considering whether to overtake in icy conditions) and asked to indicate if, and when,
they regarded the manoeuvre as too risky.
The findings indicated that the positively framed films significantly decreased risky driving after
being seen in on a 2D screen and even more so when viewed in VR format. In contrast, the fear film
shown in VR failed to reduce risky driving behaviours, and in fact, increased young drivers’ risk
taking.
Dr Hanoch and Dr Cutello concluded that
“By studying driver safety interventions currently
used by the Fire and Rescue service across the
United Kingdom, this research provides the first
examination of the effects of both message
content and mode of delivery on risky driving
behaviour among young drivers. Our results
provide key insights about the role of positive
versus fear-framed messages in tackling risky
driving among young drivers. On the one hand,
they build on previous work showing the

effectiveness of positively framed messages in
promoting road safety through the portrayal of
driving safely and the positive consequences.
They also show that allowing the participants to
experience what proactive behaviours can lead to
and giving them the illusions that the events
occurring are authentic through VR can encourage
the creation of positive role models and strategies
to be safer on the roads.”
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TAILGATING TRIALLING
Highways England is trialling the use of new cameras to clamp down on tailgating, an offence it
they claim is a factor in around one in eight casualties on England’s motorways and major A roads.
The cameras are designed to make drivers “aware of their behaviour” and have been trialled on the
M1 in Northamptonshire since November 2020. Some 26,000 tailgating offences have been recorded
in the first two months of the trial according to the RAC. Motorists caught tailgating by the cameras
can expect to receive letters advising them they were too close to another vehicle, highlighting the
dangers of not leaving safe braking distances.
From a survey it was found that more than a quarter of drivers admitted to tailgating however
nearly nine in 10 people say they have either been tailgated or seen it.

IMPLICATIONS REGARDING ZERO EMISSIONS - NEW INQUIRY
The Transport Committee has launched a new inquiry to consider the implications of accelerating
the shift towards zero emission vehicles. The Government is committed to end the sale of new
petrol and diesel cars and vans by 2030.
Up to £1bn has been committed by the Government to support the transition to electric vehicles,
with a further £1.3bn pledged to accelerate the roll out of charging infrastructure.
The inquiry will look at the ‘feasibility, opportunities, and challenges’ presented by the ban of the
sale of new petrol and diesel vehicles – as well as the actions required to encourage greater uptake
of electric vehicles.
As has been previous highlighted the cost of the overall move will result in a sharp decline in tax
revenue and so the committee will also look at the case for using innovative new technology to
introduce some form of road pricing something which was announced prior to the 2019 General
Election.
The Transport Committee invites written evidence by 17th February 2012.
For More details and to submit your evidence go to https://committees.parliament.uk/call-forevidence/351/zero-emission-vehicles-and-road-pricing/

DIRECT VISION STANDARD ENFORCEMENT
The enforcement of the Direct Vision Standard Enforcement in London will commence on 1st March
2021. The initiative has been designed to protect vulnerable road users in London from the ‘most
dangerous’ heavy goods vehicles and the Direct Vision Standard aims to tackle road danger at its
source by minimising blind spots on HGVs.
Under the standard, HGVs are categorised depending on the level of a driver’s direct vision from a
cab – and will be given a rating between ‘zero-star’ (lowest) and ‘five-star’ (highest). Only vehicles
rated ‘one-star’ and above have been able to operate in London from October 2020. However, due
to the Covid-19 pandemic, TfL delayed enforcement of the rules.
Anyone driving an HGV without a valid safety permit from 1st March 2021 will receive a penalty
charge notice of up to £550. Ahead of 1 March, TfL is encouraging HGV operators to apply for a free
safety permit as soon as possible.
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ATTRACTION TO ELECTRIC VEHICLES GROWING
The findings of a new survey by the RAC which attracted some 3,000
respondents indicate a growing number of drivers willing to purchase a
zero-emission car but say that costs ‘remain a barrier’.
In total, 9% of the 3,000 respondents said they intended to ‘go electric’
when they next purchased a car which is an increase from 6% in 2019 and
3% a year earlier. However, 78% think that pure electric cars are still too
expensive when compared to conventional vehicles of a similar size.
More than half said they would like to see VAT on zero-emission vehicles
either cut or better still abolished with a slightly smaller proportion
favouring a scrappage scheme to make switching from a petrol or diesel
to a battery-electric model affordable.
The RAC says making vehicles more affordable is not the only thing that
could entice drivers into a pure electric car. It stresses the importance of
ensuring the network of public charge points keeps pace with take-up.
The survey also found that more than four-in-10 respondents say they
want the Government to set national target for access to public
chargepoints with the aim of ensuring that no one lives further than five
miles from the nearest chargepoint.

THE UNFAIR AND SCANDALOUS SITUATION OF THE THEORY PART OF THE DRIVING TEST
Concerns are being expressed with regard to the current situation which is putting many learner
drivers into a situation, with lessons and tests being cancelled, that their two year period in terms
of the life of a theory test pass is expiring before they can take their practical test and they are
therefore not only being told that they have to repeat the test but they have to pay the fee again
to do so.
Apparently the legislation does not allow for the Secretary of
State to extend the life of a theory test pass but the view is that
we are in difficult times and it should be possible for an
emergency amendment to be made without delay to enable an
extension to the life of a theory test or at the very least they
should not be charged another fee to do a re-test.
People have tried to make comparisons with the extension
which was made last year to the MoT test but the legislation allows for the Secretary of State to
take the action he did with that test but not so is the case with the Driving Theory Test.
The various Driver Training Associations are now campaigning for some resolution to this issue and
are not satisfied with the standard answers being trotted out by the appropriate government bodies
as they cannot be substantiated by any evidence.
My newsletter are only designed to inform and steer and so I just draw your attention to an on line
petition
which
has
been
launched
and
can
be
found
at
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/558160
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DRINK DRIVING - TAKING STOCK
The UK's system to prevent drink driving is no longer adequate, according to a report from the
Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety (PACTS) which calls for a comprehensive
review.
PACTS
are
making
recommendations

the

following

- Mandatory breath testing powers for the
police and the reduction in enforcement
levels to be reversed
- Increased penalties for drivers who combine
drink and drugs
- Specialist rehabilitation courses for those
with mental health and alcohol problems
- A lower breath test limit for England and
Wales
- Reforming the High Risk Offender Scheme
- That the Government pays more attention
to drink driving in alcohol harm and nighttime economy policies

Regretfully:
Drink driving
road deaths
average 240
year where a

is one of the biggest causes of
(13%) In the last decade on
people have been killed each
driver was over the limit

Drink drivers are also more likely to have a
criminal record than the general driving
population and according to Government
data, re-offending is a major concern:

Nearly one in five (17%) drink drive offences
is committed by a re-offender
A copy of the report can be initially found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latestuploads/ after which is can be located at:
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/
STAMP IT OUT CAMPAIGN
The Institute of Highways Engineers (IHE) has lent its support to the ‘Stamp it out’ campaign to stop
road-worker abuse and make it a specific criminal offence to assault highway workers.
There are increasing numbers of threats both verbally and physically against those that work on our
highways across the United Kingdom and the campaign is looking for Government support in
making it a criminal act to abuse Road Workers in their place of employment.
You can find out more at https://www.stampitout.org/
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STOPPED VEHICLE DETECTION SYSTEM
Highways England has met a pledge to carry out a large-scale trial of a CCTV-based alternative to
its existing stopped vehicle detection (SVD) system.
The news follows concerns that stopped vehicles in live
lanes remain highly vulnerable on all lane running ‘smart
motorway’ schemes and an admission by Highways
England’s chief engineer that radar-based SVD, which
the company is committed to installing across its smart
motorway network, is only effective in low flow
conditions.
The action plan for the Government’s evidence
stocktake on smart motorways noted that Highways
England had run a small-scale trial of a system that
analyses CCTV images. It stated: ‘As a result of this
evidence stocktake, Highways England will launch a
large-scale trial of this technology.’
Despite being labelled ‘smart’, most all lane running sections of motorway (where the hard
shoulder has been removed) rely on CCTV coverage to detect stopped vehicles, as well as ‘MIDAS’
sensors that detect when other traffic has slowed and data has shown that it can take an average of
17 minutes to detect a stationary vehicle in a live lane.
This month Highways England began the first project in a programme to retrofit radar-based SVD
across its network by March 2023. This system is currently in operation on two sections of the M25
and on a recently opened smart motorway section of the M3, a retrofitting scheme that predated
the stocktake.
(This information also related to the piece on page 3 of this newsletter)

REVIEW OF HSE INDG382
The Health & Safety Executive (HSE) is going through a process in update its Guidance on Driving for
Work reference INDG 382
The HSE and Department of Transport last produced joint guidance in 2014, INDG382: Driving for
Work to help duty holders manage work-related road risk. However, in recent years there has been
a significant development in driving technologies and practices that has brought into question the
currency of this guidance.
They are looking for help to identify how INDG382 can be improved in terms of its relevance,
currency and accessibility. Ultimately, the aim of revising the guidance is to encourage greater
compliance and help people to do the right thing.
Accordingly they have created a short survey and are interested in feedback from people who drive
for work, road safety practitioners, trainers, employers and stake holders etc even if driving is not
their main role across all industries including agriculture.
They
have
put
together
a
short
on-line
https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=160450238153
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DRIVING FOR WORK GUIDANCE
The Graham Feest Consultancy is pleased to host the Guide which has been published and is
updated annual by Simon Rawlings.
This is the 2021 edition which has been updated and replaces the
previous versions
Simon has had a long and distinguished career in driver training
during which he provided training and assessments at various levels
from learners to fleet driver training for businesses and
organisations, minibus use, and advanced courses, including
emergency response/blue light driving. In addition he also
conducted many classroom sessions, including speed awareness
workshops.
His guide is a reflection of his experiences working in the field and
worthy of reading and using as appropriate

DELIVERY OF THE THEORY TEST FOR LEARNER DRIVERS
The the theory test service in Great Britain is currently delivered by Pearson Vue who look after
• The day-to-day management of each of the test centres, such as the computers and the staff
• The online booking system
• Customer service team
However from September 2021 things will change which will result in the theory test being
delivered by two service providers Pearson Vue and Reed in Partnership Ltd.
To facilitate this Great Britain will be divided into three regions
• Region A - Reed In Partnership Ltd
Covering: Scotland, Northern Ireland,
North West, North East and Yorkshire
and Humber
• Region B - Pearson Vue Covering:
Wales, West Midlands, South West and
South East
• Region C - Reed In Partnership Ltd
Covering: East Midlands, East of England
and London
There will also be some changes of locations of the Theory Test Centres to be announced nearer
the time.
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TRAVEL HABITS DURING LOCKDOWN REVEALED
Lockdown traffic levels would appear to be much higher than in March 2020 at the time of the first
lockdown – a picture which has reflected the view of many people. From information published on
12th January 2021 by the Chartered Institute for Highways and Transportation found that on the
day they took readings
Traffic congestion in London at 8am was only
down by 38% compared to a standard day,
well short of the 51% peak time reduction
seen during the first lockdown in March 2020
according to data from navigation company
TomTom.

and in Birmingham congestion was down only
3% against a 44% fall at the start of the first
national restriction on travel.
Edinburgh saw a 50% fall in congestion
compared to a typical day as opposed to 62%
back in March 2020. In Belfast and Cardiff the
falls in congestion were closer to levels seen
last spring.

In Manchester congestion was down 35%
compared to a 56% reduction in March 2020

Transport planner and researcher Dr Luis Willumsen suggested that the data could indicate that
more people are less compliant with the current restrictions than during the first lockdown but
suggested that people who need to travel are avoiding public transport when they can and that
levels of cycling seem to have been declining since mid-November compared to previous years.

TEMPORARY TRAFFIC SIGNS FOR VACCINATION CENTRES
The Department for Transport (DfT) has produced temporary signs to guide traffic to
vaccination centres.
The specific notes for their use alongside the Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions
(TSRGD) are as follows
1. “COVID-19” or “NHS” legend can be used on
any of the signs or omitted. Once either or none
has been chosen, all signs in the local authority
area must be the same for consistency purposes.
This approach will aid driver recognition of the
vaccination centre destination.
2. The “NHS” legend must not be replaced by the
NHS logo and must be in transport heavy
alphabet.
3. The Traffic Signs Regulations and General
Directions 2016 (TSRGD) prescribe temporary
signs in Schedule 13, Part 9.
4. The legend “centre” may be varied as
appropriate.
5. These example signs are intended to bring a degree of national consistency and we would
suggest these are used if possible. Where road layouts require different signs, the form, arrows and
legends may be varied in accordance with the usual provisions of TSRGD.
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Moving forward with faith – The one day interactive conference style events arranged by the Graham
Feest Consultancy in 2021 so far includes the following dates (subject to amendment if circumstances
dictate) and locations. To find out more and to book you place within the limited numbers set to
comply with government regulations go to https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/
and follow the appropriate links. All venues are considered Covid Secure. Book your place now but
await payment instruction date. Genuine reservations only please. New details being added regularly.

Durham
Monday 22nd March 2021
Redworth Hall Hotel, Redworth, Durham DL5 6NL
10.00a.m. to 4.30p.m.

Stirling
Monday 19th April 2021
The Colessio Hotel, Spittal Street, Stirling FK8 1DU
10.00a.m. to 4.30p.m.

Nottingham
Monday 17th May 2021
Nottingham Trent University Burton Street,
Nottingham NG1 4BU
10.00a.m. to 4.30p.m.

Hull
15

Monday 27 September 2021

The Guildhall, Lowgate, Hull HU1 2AA
10.00a.m. to 4.30p.m.
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