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ROAD CHARGING OR FUND RAISING 

We are beginning to hear about the concept of some kind of national road pricing structure but 

London is looking at a potential scheme of road charging aimed at reducing transport emissions which 

seemingly could well include outer London.  

I fancy some will see this as a money raising exercise rather than its primary intention.  

A new net-zero by 2030 report, 

commissioned by the Mayor outlines the 

bold action required to reduce air 

pollution, tackle the climate emergency 

and cut congestion in the capital to create 

a greener, healthier city fit for the future 

Mayor says the report must act as a stark 

wake-up call for the Government on the 

need to provide much greater support to 

London to reach net-zero by 2030 

The new report states that in order to meet the climate change targets, car traffic must reduce by 

at least 27 per cent in London by the end of the decade. More than a third of car trips made by 

Londoners could be walked in under 25 minutes and two thirds could be cycled in under 20 minutes 

Authorities in London are being warned that plans to introduce a new road user charging system – in 

a bid to reduce transport emissions – will punish those who cannot afford an electric car. The new 

system is one of the headline conclusions of a new report, commissioned and endorsed by the mayor 

of London, as part of efforts to reach net-zero carbon emissions by 2030. 

The report stresses the importance of a ‘significant shift’ away from petrol and diesel vehicle use 

and towards walking and cycling, greater public transport use and cleaner vehicles. At the moment, 

just 2% of vehicles on the roads in London are electric. 

To achieve this shift, the report sets out that London will need a new kind of road user charging 

system, implemented by the end of the decade at the latest. 

Sadiq Khan says such a system could abolish all existing road user charges – such as the Congestion 

Charge and ULEZ – and replace them with a ‘simple and fair scheme’ where drivers pay per mile. The 

scheme could feature different rates depending on how polluting vehicles are, the level of congestion 

in the area and access to public transport.  

Conceding that the technology to implement such a scheme is still ‘years away from being ready’, 

the mayor has also announced he is considering a number of policies   that could be ready within the 

next few years such as: 

• Extending the Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) beyond the north and south circular roads to 
cover the whole of Greater London, using the current charge level and emissions standards 

• Modifying the ULEZ to add a small clean air charge for all but the cleanest vehicles 

• Introducing a Greater London boundary charge, which would charge a small fee to non-
London registered vehicles entering Greater London 

Subject to consultation and feasibility, the chosen scheme would be implemented by May 2024.

Traffic Safety Roads 
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SMART MOTORWAYS 

As mentioned in the last months newsletter the Government has now announced officially that there 

will be no further new motorways converted into “Smart Motorways” until at least five years’ worth 

of safety data is available and once five years’ safety data is available for smart (all lane running) 

motorways introduced before 2020, the Government says it will “make an informed decision on next 

steps”. 

Although available data shows smart motorways are “comparatively the safest roads in the country 

in terms of fatality rates”, it will invest £900 million to further improve safety on existing schemes. 

£390 million will be spent installing more 

than 150 additional emergency areas so 

drivers have more places to stop if they 

get into difficulty. This will represent 

around a 50% increase in places to stop by 

2025. The remainder of the funding will 

be used for other measures including 

stopped vehicle detection and concrete 

central reservation barriers. National 

Highways will also ‘ramp up 

communications’ so drivers have better 

information about how to drive on smart 

motorways. 

Welcoming the Government’s announcement, Nicholas Lyes, RAC head of roads policy, said:  

“This watershed decision is an unqualified victory for drivers, many of whom have deeply held 

concerns over the safety of motorways where the hard shoulder is permanently removed. Rather than 

ploughing on regardless in the face of mounting public opposition, we’re pleased the Government 

has finally hit the pause button and given itself time to fully consider the safety of these schemes, 

and the way our motorways are adapted to increase capacity from now on. We have long argued that 

dynamic hard shoulder and controlled motorway schemes – both of which feature a hard shoulder in 

some form – should be considered given their good safety record and it’s important these options are 

on the table.” 

The DfT has reported that it will be taking forward all the recommendations set out by the Transport 

Committee, it does not agree with the view that smart motorways were rolled out prematurely or 

unsafely. DfT says smart motorway schemes are and will continue to be, subject to high standards of 

design, risk assessment and construction, followed by detailed monitoring and evaluation once 

opened to traffic. 

While further data is being collected, National Highways will complete schemes that are currently in 

construction, which will all open with technology in place to detect stopped vehicles. 

In line with the Transport Committee’s recommendations, National Highways will pause the 

conversion of dynamic hard shoulder (DHS) motorways – where the hard shoulder is open at busy 

times – into smart motorways while it investigates alternative ways of operating them to make things 

simpler for drivers. National Highways will also install technology to detect stopped vehicles on these 

sections. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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AROUND AND ABOUT 

CAR MAINTENANCE 

A new film which is being created by South Yorkshire Police alongside the South Yorkshire Safer Roads 

Partnership (SYSRP) is aiming to show new and young drivers how ‘quick and easy’ it is to carry out 

regular car maintenance checks, reducing their chances of being involved in a collision. 

The film focuses on the acronym FLOWERY and will explain why making weekly checks on Fuel, 

Lights, Oil, Water, Engine and Rubber, as well as looking after their own well-being, can not only 

improve their safety – but also save money. 

20 MPH SCHEMES 

Cambridgeshire County Council is determined to introduce more 20mph schemes across the county, 

as a ‘proven way to improve road safety’. 

There are two types of 20mph schemes which can be introduced by the council – 20mph limits and 

20mph zones. A 20mph limit typically covers individual or a small number of streets and requires 

signs only, while 20mph zones cover larger areas and require both signs and markings. 

The council says the former are more cost effective, but the latter have been found to have a greater 

effect in reducing speed limits, especially when accompanied by traffic calming measures. 

Catching those who choose to drive under the influence of alcohol or drugs ‘will always be a priority 

for officers’, whatever the time of year. 

DRINK AND DRUG DRIVING 

Like the majority of police forces in the UK they all have in various degrees a profile in enforcing the 

rules governing drink and drug driving. Warwickshire Police, after announcing the results of its 

December anti drink and drug driving campaign has announced that in total 78 people were arrested 

on suspicion of drink or drug driving or failing to provide a specimen for analysis. 

However they are keen to emphasise that whilst the enforcement of drink and drug driving tends to 

increase in December it is an all-round the year activity. 

 

CRASH RESEARCH DAY 

The Institute of Traffic Accident Investigators [ITAI] are holding their annual Crash and Research Day 

which is free top attend at Darley Moor Motorcycle Race Track in Derbyshire on Thursday 9th June 

2022. 

The purpose is to allow those involved or have an interest in the investigation of collisions an 

opportunity to see first-hand a live crash with the vehicle fitted with remote control systems.   

Attendees can also test their own knowledge of the mechanics involved in a crash and do their own 

calculations. 

They also will have a number of stands and some ‘audience participation’  

In order to attend you MUST make a booking via their website [The Institute of Traffic Accident 

Investigators - Events (itai.org) at https://www.itai.org/Events 
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ROADS POLICING 

The reduction in dedicated traffic police on the road is creating real anxiety amongst many motorists. 

According to a survey in which 79% admitted worrying about how long they’ll have to wait if they 

need help, especially in an emergency. 

In addition, concerns about ‘invisible policing’ are revealed in an exclusive poll by Auto Express. It 

shows that 83% of drivers want to see more road patrols and an overwhelming majority (69%) say they 

would feel safer and more secure on the roads, if police were more visible and in general the police 

agree with them. 

The Police Federation’s frustrations voiced by Tim Rogers their national driver training and pursuits 

lead slams what is calls the dire state of ‘invisible’ traffic policing on our roads today. 

In a report by HM Inspector of Constabulary, that was published early in the Covid lockdown. also 

expressed major concerns when it comes to UK police forces for ‘inadequate’ roads policing. They 

point to the decline in numbers of skilled traffic officers, a lack of strategy and poor training caused 

over time due to budget cuts which has led to the inevitable decline in expertise in all areas. 

 

GIGAFACTORY 

Backed by Government and private sector 

investment a new battery factory located in 

Northumberland will boost the production of 

electric vehicles in the UK, whilst levelling up 

opportunity and bringing thousands of new 

highly-skilled jobs to communities in our 

industrial heartlands. 

Britishvolt has received an in principle offer of 

government funding though the Automotive 

Transformation Fund (ATF) to help deliver 

£1.7bn in private investment. 

Once complete, the factory will produce 

enough batteries for over 300,000 electric 

vehicles each year. It will also create around 

3,000 direct high-skilled jobs and another 

5,000 indirect roles in the wider UK supply 

chain. 

 

BENEFITS OF TEMPORARY WALKING AND CYCLING MEASURES 

Launched in May 2020, Spaces for People provided emergency funding to local authorities, transport 

partnerships and health boards to create spaces for people to physically distance during the pandemic 

and to improve road safety and to encourage people to walk and cycle in safer environments. 

An initial evaluation by Sustrans in Scotland has revealed: 

a 25% increase in pedestrian use where Spaces 

for People measures (such as pavement 

widening) were introduced, compared with 

control sites 

50% of local people support the 20mph limits 

introduced in Perth & Kinross, Dundee, Stirling 

and Angus, whilst a further 27% feel neutrally 

about them. 

48% of survey respondents in Perth & Kinross, 

Dundee, Stirling and Angus reported an increase 

in the time they spend walking for leisure and 

exercise.  

94% of survey respondents in Aberdeen City 

agreed that the Spaces for People measures have 

made it easier to walk or cycle. 

178 interventions were installed within the first two months of the programme and 316 were installed 

by the end of the first six months 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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STREET LIGHT TRIAL  

National Highways has carried out a successful proof of concept trial of intelligent street lighting 

which demonstrated that the technology was able to communicate data to office equipment and 

tablet computers and the results will be used to help shape strategies for managing connected and 

autonomous vehicle (CAV) infrastructure. 

The Illuminate trial took place over five months last year 

at the M40 Junction 15 Longbridge roundabout near 

Birmingham and was part of a programme looking at 

technologies that can effectively support autonomous 

vehicles so they can push and receive messages across the 

network. 

CCTV and wireless technology are among the kit that could 

be neatly stored inside the lanterns of street lights 

alongside the network, enabling existing infrastructure to 

be employed to push out information on traffic updates, 

speed limits and diversions. 

National Highways said that while bandwidth issues have 

previously restricted airwave transmissions, the roll-out of 

5G and Internet of Things (IoT) infrastructure will allow 

lighting to be used for a large-scale deployment of 

technology across the network. 

In the trial, CCTV and communications technology were 

‘hidden away’ in a new street lamp when lights at the 

junction were switched to LED. 

The trial has been funded through National Highways’ Innovation and Modernisation Fund. 

 

POTHOLE BREAKDOWNS 

The RAC’s patrols attended over 10,000 pothole-related breakdowns in 2021 – the equivalent of 27 

every day and the highest annual total since 2018. 

The breakdown company’s members experienced 

a total of 10,123 breakdowns for broken 

suspension springs, distorted wheels and damaged 

shock absorbers last year. This represents a 10% 

increase on 2019 (9,198) and 19% more than in 

2020 (8,524). 

Last year’s total represented 1.5% of all the RAC’s 

call-outs, which is up from 1.2% in 2020, 1.1% in 

2019 and 1.4% in 2018. 

In October, the Local Government Association 

warned that funding for local road maintenance had been cut by £400m. It calculated that the 

reduction in the capital funding allocated to councils in 2021/22 is the equivalent of fixing or 

preventing over 9.5 million potholes. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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SAFE AND UNSAFE LOADS   

It is estimated that unsafe loads on vehicles injure more than 1,200 people a year, cost businesses 

millions of pounds in damaged goods and inconvenience hundreds of road users with disrupted 

journeys.  

While most HGV fleet operators know the importance of load security along with the regulations and 

the penalties for cutting corners, it is not 

widely known that the same rules on load 

safety apply to all vehicles. 

It is an offence to use a vehicle or trailer on a 

road if it involves a danger of injury to any 

person. This includes any situations where the 

weight, position, or distribution of a load, or 

how it is secured, involves this danger. The 

offence can be committed not only by the 

driver but by anyone who causes or permits this 

– which may be the business and the penalty 

now is an unlimited fine. 

Driving for Better Business is therefore calling on trade groups to follow the lead of the British 

Aggregates Association (BAA) in raising awareness of safe and secure loading amongst their members.  

Nina Day from the Health & Safety Executive who has specialisms in dangerous good safety and 

workplace transport issues says    

"The most common problems are inadequate – 

or a total lack of – risk assessment, and worn 

out or wrong load securing kit. Tippers and 

open-topped trucks are the vehicles most 

likely to have insecure loads. Often, the main 

cargo is stowed securely, then loose 

equipment such as tools, thrown in 

afterwards. She points out that loads must be 

secured from moving not only forward and 

backwards and side to side, but also upwards 

and highlights two fatal incidents caused by 

loose items bouncing out of vehicles. Potholes, 

speed humps and uneven road surfaces can 

also cause loads to shift, affecting the vehicle's 

braking and steering and making it more likely 

to turn over. Light commercial vehicles are 

also more likely to be overloaded or insecure – 

often down to the driver failing to understand 

the vehicle rating.”  

  

POWERED TWO-WHEELER REGISTRATIONS 2021 

Powered Two-Wheeler vehicles registration statistics released by MCIA for 2021 indicate the way in 

which consumers continue to consider transport choices for both business and pleasure, with a 9.3% 

increase in registrations over 2020.  

Over 114,300 units were registered in 2021, the highest since 2016, with 

scooters (all capacities) accounting for 28% of the market. 

Electric PTW registrations rose by 146% compared to 2020, where E-

PTW’s now represent 5% of the total market. 
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ELECTRIC DRIVING LESSONS 

According to the DVSA, the number of young drivers taking their tests in automatic cars has risen 

significantly since 2008 when only 3.8% of tests were taken in an automatic but now it is 14%. 

The AA are forecasting that 2022 will see the specific promotion of electric car driving lessons. Instead 

of learning clutch control and how to change gears, lessons will focus on how to conserve battery and 

drive with one pedal. 

Both the AA and the BSM driving schools successfully trialled electric car lessons last year and will 

now both give instructors the option of leasing an electric car. 

Changes to the driving test could be made in the near future as a way of keeping up to date with 

changing car technology and it is known that the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency has already 

started to look at the implications of electric cars in learner assessments.  

After 2030, petrol and diesel cars won’t be allowed to be sold in the UK. The price of buying and 

insuring an electric car remains the biggest barrier for young people – the cheapest in the UK being 

just over £17,000 brand new although electric cars can save you money in the long run. They are not 

affordable for the young newly qualified driver as yet and will remain out of reach until the supply 

of used and therefore second-hand electric models come into the market place. 

 

GETTING LIGHTS RIGHT FOR DRIVING 

There are large numbers of drivers using vehicles with defective headlights, causing a significant risk 

to themselves and others on dark days and wintry nights according to road safety and breakdown 

organisation GEM Motoring Assist. Cars with only one headlight mean the drivers have only 50 per 

cent of the light they should have and the missing light risks causing confusion to other road users 

who may think there’s a motorbike approaching. In addition, parking and slow speed manoeuvring is 

made riskier and the absence of proper lighting means an impact with a parked vehicle, walls, posts 

and trees are much more likely. 

A GEM spokesperson urged drivers to use dipped headlights on every journey and not to assume that 

a car’s automatic light settings would guarantee safety and visibility.  

“Drivers who consider that lights are for use only in darkness are causing danger to themselves and 

others. Many drivers are making journeys on gloomy winter days without switching their lights on.  

Unfortunately, some drivers are making themselves harder to spot from behind when daytime 

visibility is reduced, because they’re relying on automatic lighting systems and front-only daytime 

running lights. These lights are designed purely so that a vehicle can be seen; they do little to 

illuminate the road ahead. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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PACTS CELEBRATE 40 YEARS 

Congratulations to the Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety (PACTS) who celebrate 

their 40th Anniversary this year. PACTS were the prime movers of the 

legislation to make seatbelt wearing compulsory recognised that there 

was much more to be done and in 1982 and so PACTS was formally 

established and what began as a campaign is now a respected and 

influential voice in transport safety, particularly in relation to 

government, parliamentarians, professionals and key stakeholders.  

Over these 40 years, great progress has been made in UK road, rail and air safety. PACTS has played 

a key part. Without the partnership working, expertise and support of its loyal members, this would 

not have been possible.  

We hope and anticipate that 2022 will be a year in which further strides are made in road safety, 

with the launch of the UK Government's Road Safety Framework, the establishment of a Road Collision 

Investigation Branch and significant announcements on Roads Policing and other important initiatives. 

  

STREET LIGHTING 

The majority of respondents to a survey carried out by IAM RoadSmart said that switching off street 

lights has a negative impact on personal safety and road safety. 

57% of those surveyed stated that unlit streetlights made their 

neighbourhood feel less safe and decisions about when and where street 

lights are switched off must be made with road safety as the top priority 

and with full consultation of local residents. 

Lack of visibility (60%), colliding with a pedestrian (45%) and being at 

risk if your vehicle breaks down (42%) were ranked as the biggest 

concerns about getting behind the wheel in the dark. 

According to the survey, nearly a quarter (23%) of respondents agreed 

that the prospect of walking on an unlit road would make them more 

likely to drive home over the drink driving limit rather than walking.   

Neil Greig Director of Policy and Research for IAM RoadSmart said  

“With over 35 million drivers on the roads, this statistic means that there could be over eight million 

motorists tempted to get behind the wheel after a drink. While this is totally unacceptable, this also 

goes to show the fears some drivers have about walking in unlit areas.” 

NETWORKING AND LUNCH -EXETER 

An informal Networking lunch has been scheduled to take place from 12.00 to 2.00p.m. at The White 

Horse, Sidmouth Road Woodbury Salterton, Exeter EX5 1EP on Thursday 17th February 2022. Find out 

more by going to https://www.grahamfeest.com/uk-road-safety-network/maintaining-contact-

meetings/  You must register beforehand and you are invited to bring partners and colleagues to the 

gathering. There is no cover charge just pay for what you order. 
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SELFSEAL SYSTEM 

For some time now motorists have been expressing concerns that when purchasing a new car there 

is no spare wheel and too often space saving wheels or aerosol repair kits are opted for by 

manufacturers wishing to save weight and space aimed at improving economy as well as cutting costs 

for both the manufacturer and consumer. Some manufacturers will offer a spare as an optional extra 

at a premium. However, this can be problematic in terms of where it can be stored as the original 

housing for the spare wheel may have been reduced in size.  

One of the main causes of vehicle breakdowns in the UK is punctured tyres, whether it happens on 

the driveway or on the move. It can be a particular problem on motorways where motorists may have 

no option but to stop on the hard shoulder. However, with the advent of smart motorways with all 

lane running, there is no hard shoulder to utilise so limping to a refuge area represents an added and 

potential danger to motorists often shredding the tyre and damaging the wheel itself. 

There are now some 375 miles of smart motorways, 235 miles of which have no hard shoulder. So, 

being able to keep moving even when a tyre is punctured offers clear safety advantages and this is 

where Michelin® Selfseal® Technology system comes into its own plugging the puncture without you 

even knowing. 

MICHELIN® Selfseal Technology is 

optimized for the objects most likely to 

leave you stranded roadside (like nails and 

screws) by sealing most punctures up to ¼" 

(6mm). It remains an environmentally 

friendly option by utilizing a natural rubber 

sealant material that has no impact on 

rolling resistance and maintains all other 

tire performances. 

The Selfseal tyre is claimed to seal a hole in the tyre tread at the very moment it is made. At the 

heart of this technology is a thin layer, few millimetres thick, of tough natural rubber-based sealant 

applied to the inside surface of the tread. As a puncture occurs, the pressure inside the tyre 

immediately forces the sealant against the foreign object as it penetrates. This stops air escaping 

from the tyre, and the tyre pressure stays constant. If the nail or other object falls out as the vehicle 

drives on, or if it is removed, the sealant is immediately forced after it, reliably sealing the tyre. 

Michelin believes Selfseal tyres will plug around 90% of all tread punctures with a diameter of up to 

six millimetres that have been caused by nails and screws. What’s more, the tyres don’t need to be 

replaced prematurely when they’ve been punctured.  

 

PARKING HABITS 

A survey of some 13 thousand plus AA Members about their parking habits of carrying out such a 

manoeuvre by driving forward or reversing found that when they were parking on their driveway 44% 

reversed in, 39% drove in forwards and the remainder decided what they were going to do on arrival. 

When using parking bays, respondents seemed more likely to make up their minds on arrival (34%) 

but generally choosing to reverse in (45%) than to drive in forwards. 
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LOTS MORE TO DO TO GET PEOPLE TO CHANGE TO ELECTRIC 

According to the results of a new survey by Fleet Evolution, 26.7% of drivers will avoid buying an EV 

for as long as possible. The study which was carried out by Aston University of around 10,000 drivers, 

fleet and HR managers, small businesses and private motorists for the EV salary sacrifice and fleet 

management firm revealed both a lack of knowledge and entrenched attitudes that still exist towards 

electric vehicles (EV).  

Its idea was to gauge views on electric cars and 

charging infrastructure, operating costs and the desire 

to switch to EVs. 

Whilst you might well believe that attitudes to going 

electric are moving the study demonstrated that there 

was a long way to go. The majority of respondents 

(40%) said the next car they buy would be a diesel, 

followed by 30% who said electric. 

When asked what impact the introduction of a local Clean Air Zone would have, 32% said it would not 

have any remarking that they would choose to pay the charge on their existing vehicle. A further 21% 

said they would switch to public transport rather than an EV. Negative attitudes toward EV owning 

focused on cost (36%), range anxiety (28%) and lack of public charging (25%). Two thirds (67%) of 

those surveyed said they did not live within five minutes of a public charge point. However, postcode 

checks reveal that 40% of those actually had one or more within a five-minute walk of their home 

showing that we have more to do in providing information which might add to persuading people to 

change. 

TRANSPORT FOR LONDON INCREASES PCN CHARGES 

Transport for London (TfL) has confirmed that penalty charges for driving and parking contraventions 

on its roads has now increased from £130 to £160. 

Penalty Charge Notices (PCNs) can be issued in London for 

contraventions such as: 

Parking illegally in loading bays; 

Blocking yellow box junctions; 

Making a turn where this movement is banned, which creates risk for             
people walking and cycling; 
Driving or parking in a bus lane; 

Stopping on the red route. 

 

TfL said there was a 26% increase in the number of PCNs issued for parking, loading, bus lane and 

moving traffic offences between 2016 and 2019 and pointed out that the cost of a PCN for 

contraventions on the red route network has not increased for more than 10 years, with the last 

increase, from £120 to £130, in April 2011. It said the increase to £160 is in line with inflation since 

then and will bring the charges in line with the penalties for non-payment of the Congestion Charge 

and the Ultra-Low Emission Zone. 
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ROAD SAFETY STRATEGY FOR IRELAND 

A new ten-year Government road safety strategy has been launched in Ireland – the first step to 

“Vision Zero”. The new plan aims to reduce the number of deaths and serious injuries on Irish roads 

by 50 percent over the next ten years. 

Initiatives set out in the strategy include: 

• Explore the potential of an online portal for road users to upload footage of 

road traffic offences. 

• Review penalties for serious road traffic like impaired driving, speeding, 

mobile phone use, non-wearing of seat belts and carrying unrestrained children 

in a vehicle. 

• Expand speed management measures using periodic speed limits at schools, 

vehicle activated signs and average speed cameras. 

• Review the mobile safety camera system to maximise its effectiveness in 

detecting road traffic offences. 

 

SAFE SYSTEMS APPROACH COMBINED WITH BEHAVIOURAL CHANGE 

The integral role of behavioural safety and road user responsibility within a Safe System approach to 

traffic safety has been highlighted in a new report published by the Governors Highway Safety 

Association (GHSA). 

The report addresses the role of behavioural safety in the Safe System Approach and debunks the 

misconception that infrastructure alone can end road deaths and that behavioural safety plays no 

role in keeping road users safe. The report stresses that it will take a comprehensive solution – 

including infrastructure improvements, changes to road design, equitable enforcement of traffic 

laws, education and public outreach, and emergency response – to reduce traffic crashes, injuries, 

and deaths. The Safe System approach has been highly effective in other countries, with traffic 

fatalities falling in Sweden, where the approach originated, by 67 percent between 1990 and 2017. 

The researchers claim that the United States is heading in the wrong direction when it comes to 

traffic safety. Everything that should be decreasing is increasing, and vice versa and a crisis of this 

nature requires a concerted, coordinated effort that uses every safety tool at our disposal.  

They believe that the Safe System approach holds the key in addressing the difficult task of ending 

deaths but all parts of the system have a part to play. 

 
CRASH CARD 

Road Safety Wales is encouraging all powered two-wheeler riders to carry a CRASH card, in order to 

improve their chances of survival in the event of a collision. Launched in 2015, CRASH cards contain 

important information – including medical history and details of any medication currently being taken 

– for paramedics and/or the first person at the scene of a collision. The details that you write on the 

card could provide vital information for attending ambulance crews, saving valuable time and helping 

treatment, especially if you’re unconscious or unable to communicate.  There is also space to include 

the name and contact number of next of kin. 

The CRASH card programme is available in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland – and 

globally it is estimated there are more than 570,000 cards in existence. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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LCV NEW REGISTRATION RISE IN 2021 

2021 has seen growth in the LGV sector as total registrations for the year rose 21.4%. from the 

previous year as 355,235 new vehicles within this category joined the market last year – almost as 

many as we saw in pre-pandemic 2019. 

The sector has resumed the long-

term structural shift in the 

economy spurn on by the home 

delivery sector – although there 

maybe signs this may have 

plateaued according to the SMMT. 

What the data does tell us, is that 

electric vehicles are beginning to 

have an impact. Although numbers 

are still low compared to the ICE 

market, the rate of change is 

enormous, with sales rising 142.3% during the year. However, that still means just one in 28 new vans 

last year ran fully on a battery.  

OLDER DRIVERS 

Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) America 

 

Older drivers, who are less likely to survive severe crashes than 

any other age group, also tend to drive outdated vehicles that lack 

crucial safety features, according to a new study by the Insurance 

Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Drivers over 75 are about four 

times as likely to die as middle-aged drivers when they’re involved 

in a side-impact crash and about three times as likely to die in a 

frontal crash, a previous IIHS study found. 

Two new studies show that drivers 70 and over tend to drive older, 

smaller vehicles that are not equipped with important safety 

features. 

The first study compared the vehicles driven 

by 1.5 million crash-involved Florida drivers 

ages 35-54, and 70 and older, over the years 

2014-18.  

The second surveyed 900 drivers in those age 

groups from various states about factors that 

influenced their most recent vehicle purchase.  

The results found that drivers in their 70s and older were significantly more likely to be driving 

vehicles that were at least 16 years old than drivers ages 35-54. The older drivers were also 

substantially less likely to be driving vehicles less than three years old. In addition, as driver age 

increased, vehicles were less likely to be equipped with electronic stability control (ESC) and head-

protecting side airbags as standard features. 

Researchers determined that crash fatalities could be reduced by three percent for drivers 70 and 

older and five percent for drivers 80 and older if they drove vehicles with the same safety profile as 

their middle-aged counterparts. 
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REDUCING CASUALTIES BY STOPPING CRASHES 

(Organised by the Graham Feest Consultancy in conjunction with the UK ROAD SAFETY NETWORK)  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-

events/bath-2022/ 

Monday 28th February 2022 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-

events/york-2022/ 

Monday 7th March 2022. 
 

Follow the links to find the details which will take you to the 

registration form. Events organised under the same title but with 

different speakers/ presenters. 

Extended Early Bird Discount Rate ends midnight 31st 

January 2021 

Other 2022 dates and venues with details to come 

Monday 4th April – Durham 

Monday 25th April – Scotland 

Monday 13th June – Liverpool 

Monday 4th July 2022 – Plymouth 

Monday 26th September – Hull 

Monday 24th October – Cardiff 

Monday 5th December – St Albans 

 
CONTACT NETWORKING LUNCHES 

 

 

 

Organised by the Graham Feest Consultancy for 

the UK ROAD SAFETY NETWORK  

 

17th February 2022 -- Exeter 

23rd February 2022 –- Basingstoke 

 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/uk-road-safety-

network/maintaining-contact-meetings/ 
Follow the link to find the details You must make contact 

to confirm a place 
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CONSULTATION ON NEW DRIVING TEST MEASURES 

The DVSA has launched a consultation the main thrust of which is on measures to encourage learner 

car drivers to be properly prepared before taking their driving test in an effort to help reduce the 

driving car test waiting time and give greater flexibility to provide more tests. In addition, there are 

a couple of other items upon which views are being sought.  

Whilst most driving instructors do not encourage 

pupils to take a test until they are sure that they 

are properly prepared and have a high chance of 

passing, regretfully some pupils do not always heed 

the advice of the driver trainer as they are keen to 

just get a pass certificate rather than complete 

their training to a safe and competent standard. 

Waiting times for tests are currently several months 

and pupils who fail clog up the system as they apply 

for a re-test. 

The DVSA want to do more to prevent learners from booking their test too early and also we want 

them to listen to the advice of the driving instructor about when they're really test ready. 

They see this approach as a helpful way to ensure that more learners pass their test and reduce the 

number who fail and need to book another test. 

The proposed changes upon which the DVSA are consulting: 

Extending the period that unsuccessful 

car candidates must wait before applying for 

another car test, from 10 to 28 days. This will 

give learners more time to practise before 

resitting a car test. It will also discourage 

learners from booking and taking their car test 

before they are ready, as they know they will 

have to wait longer to re-sit. 

Extending the period in which a 

cancelled car test will result in a lost test fee, 

from 3 to 10 days. This will encourage those 

learners who need more practice to give DVSA 

more notice when cancelling. This gives better 

prepared learners drivers have more chance to 

take advantage of short-notice test 

appointments. 

Changing the eyesight test so it is 

carried out in any light conditions or check it 

by reading from a tablet. Changing the 

eyesight test will help more tests go ahead in 

the darker winter days. This will mean more 

driving tests can be taken during darker, 

winter days. 

Introducing digital pass certificates for 

all theory and practical tests and asking 

candidates what they use their theory and 

practical certificates for 

Requiring approved and trainee 

driving instructors to display their registration 

certificate during all tests to help us improve 

our ability to identify and prioritise the 

instructors that most need support and ensure 

greater fairness for all instructors 

Finding out what information learner 

drivers and their families would find useful 

when choosing a driving instructor, and 

whether they would benefit from having 

better information about driving instructors 

and their performance in preparing people to 

be safe drivers. 

 

The consultation will end on 8th March 2020 at 11:59pm.   
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