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DRUG SCREENING
Huntingdonshire District Council is using fingerprint-based drug testing on its driver including all its
front-line safety-critical service staff such as refuse collection drivers of 26 tonne lorries, ground
teams, and street maintenance staff using an Intelligent Fingerprinting Drug Screening System. It
also applies the test to candidates as part of its recruitment
process.
Introduced in July 2020 by the council has used drug testing to
support its drug and alcohol policy for some time but has now
replaced the previous urine-based testing service provided by an
external agency with the Intelligent Fingerprinting portable testing
system that is managed in-house.
The testing system features a small, tamper-evident drug screening cartridge onto which 10
fingerprint sweat samples are collected, in a process which takes less than a minute. The
Intelligent Fingerprinting portable analysis unit then reads the cartridge and provides a positive or
negative result on-screen for all drugs in the test in 10 minutes.
THE STAMP IT OUT CAMPAIGN
Road worker abuse is a growing concern on both the local and strategic road networks in the UK as
well as the wider highways and transport sectors, affecting the physical and mental health and
wellbeing of workers on an alarmingly regular basis. Past incidents have been so severe, they have
involved knives, shotguns and crossbows being pulled on workers as they go about their daily tasks.
To this end leading businesses such as Balfour Beatty
Tarmac, Eurovia Ringway, Kier Highways, Amey
Transportation and Carnell along with many Local
Authority are supporting a petition to end road
worker abuse with an aim to make it a specific
criminal offence to assault a highway worker by means of a change in the Members Bill around
punishments for abuse of key workers and have the industry included as a part of this.
The Stamp it Out campaign is a Safer Highways industry led initiative with the group calling on
more of the industry to support its campaign to help eliminate road worker abuse.
If you wish to offer your support you can find the petition at
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/548480

LONDONS PEDESTRIAN PROBLEM
Following the publication of the final casualty figures for 2019 the analysis has now begun and
Transport for London has stressed the need for ‘urgent and continued’
action to protect vulnerable road users, after data showed 54% of all
fatalities on the streets of London in 2019 were pedestrians.
The statistics show there were a total of 125 road deaths in London
during 2019, with 3,780 people seriously injured. More than half of the
fatalities (68) were killed while walking, up from 57 in 2018. Of these, 44 were as a result of a
collision with a car.
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LIVE CONSULTATIONS
The closing date for two of the consultations reported in previous issues remains live as follows:
Parking on the Pavement
(See October Newsletter for more detail)
The open consultation which can be accessed at
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/managing-pavement-parking/pavementparkingoptions-for-change ends on 22nd November 2020. Responders are particularly asked to
comment on three proposals:
pavement parking in their areas

-style nationwide ban on pavement parking
Scottish Road Safety Framework
(See October Newsletter for more detail)
Comments are invited with a closing date of 1 st December 2020 on the proposed Scottish Road
Safety Framework set to commence from 2021
A copy of the document can be accessed at
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/strategy-documents-and-action-plans/

DRIVING SINCE TOTAL LOCKDOWN
Many drivers feel less confident on the road now than they did before the COVID-19 lockdown,
according an AA/Populus poll. The survey found one in ten (11%) feel more nervous driving around
others now than before lockdown, equating to around 3.6 million drivers, while 17% feel more
confident getting on the road post-lockdown.
Drivers in Northern Ireland feel the most
nervous out of all geographical locations
(13%).
More men said they feel confident driving
now than women; 18% agreed with the
statement compared to 15% of women.

Overall 15% of women said they feel more
nervous driving now compared to less than
one in ten men (9%).

More than a third of young people said they
feel more confident driving now given others’
behaviour on the roads (35% 18-24s).
Millennials were also at the top of the table
for post-lockdown confidence (24% 25-34s).

Millennials (aged 25-34) topped the polls for
feeling the most nervous, alongside drivers
aged 35-44 years old (both 13%).

Drivers from Wales feel the most confident
(21%); followed by those in London (20%) and
the
North
West
of
England
(20%)
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THE TOM HARRINGTON PAPERS
This month’s latest papers which have been published/updated by Tom Harrington LLB, F Inst MTD
are shown below. Tom has spent well over 40 years in the driver training and road safety industry
and publishes some very well constructed and educational papers on a range of subjects all of
which are worth a read. In addition to these papers you will find others within the Information
Centre Library at www.grahamfeest.com
Within this month’s selection he writes about the terminology of calling it an “Accident or Crash”
which is contentious amongst the road safety movement with different views expressed in favour of
retaining accident or changing it to crash/collisions. He says
“Hopefully, the majority of drivers will endeavour
to avoid being involved in an ‘accident’ (crash)
during their driving career. For some time, there
have been calls by road safety advocates and
others to replace the word ‘accident’ with the
word ‘crash’. Their rationale is that the word
‘accident’ gives the impression that it wasn’t
anybody’s fault. That question continues to be
debated, but an increasing number of road safety
campaigners in Europe and the United States are
uniting around one position: not calling traffic
incidents “accidents.” Because using the word
“accident” gives the comforting connotation that

the collision could not have been foreseen and
that no one is to blame for a victim’s death or
injury. While everybody wants to prevent car
collisions, not all safety groups agree with the
word change strategy. Critics say the word
“accident” is more familiar to people.
Generations of people have learned to drive when
the word ‘accident’ was commonly used to
describe fatal and serious car collisions. This
paper examines in detail the position of ‘accident’
and ‘crash’ in relation to traffic incidents. Finally,
a conclusion is given”

Accident or Crash – Does The Terminology Really Matter?
Escape Routes –Always Leave an Out
Is Killing by a Drunk Driver a Socially Acceptable Form of Vehicular Homicide
Saudi Woman can Drive but Gender Inequality Remains
A Clean Clear Uncluttered Windscreen
A copy of the papers listed above can be initially found at
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
after which it can be located at:
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reference-papers-and-information/

LEGALISATION OF E-SCOOTERS RECOMENDED
The Transport Committee has backed the legalisation of e-scooters for use on UK roads concluding
that e-scooters have the potential to offer a ‘low cost, accessible and environmentally friendly
alternative’ to the private car.
However they say that any plans for legalisation should not be to the detriment of pedestrians and
in particular disabled people and have said that robust enforcement measures must be in place to
eliminate e-scooters being used on the pavement. The Committee is calling for a sensible and
proportionate regulatory framework for the legal use of e-scooters, based firmly on evidence
gained from the trials which have taken place across the UK and from other countries.
The Committee also says e-scooters should be promoted as a replacement for short car journeys
and not as a substitute for walking and cycling – adding it would be ‘counter-productive’ if an
uptake in e-scooters primarily replaced more active and healthy forms of travel.
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Moving forward with faith – The one day interactive conference style events arranged by the Graham
Feest Consultancy in 2021 so far includes the following dates (subject to amendment if circumstances
dictate) and locations. To find out more and to book you place within the limited numbers set to
comply with government regulations go to https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/
and follow the appropriate links. All venues are considered Covid Secure. Book your place now but
await payment instruction date. Genuine reservations only please. New details being added regularly.

Durham
Monday 22nd March 2021
Redworth Hall Hotel, Redworth, Durham DL5 6NL
10.00a.m. to 4.30p.m.

Stirling
Monday 19th April 2021
The Colessio Hotel, Spittal Street, Stirling FK8 1DU
10.00a.m. to 4.30p.m.

Nottingham
Monday 17th May 2021
Nottingham Trent University Burton Street,
Nottingham NG1 4BU
10.00a.m. to 4.30p.m.

Hull
4

Monday 27 September 2021

The Guildhall, Lowgate, Hull HU1 2AA
10.00a.m. to 4.30p.m.
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DRUG DRIVING CHARGES
The number of drug driving offences in England and Wales has risen considerably in the last year
according to a Freedom of Information (FOI) request to police forces by BookMyGarage.com to
investigate the impact of new drug driving laws introduced five years ago.
From the 27 police forces across England and Wales that responded, the total number of charges
increased by 125%, from 4,122 in 2015/16 to 9,270 in 2019/20.
Sixteen police forces also provided data on the number of drivers who had tested positive for drug
driving at the roadside, with the cumulative number of positive tests in these areas more than
tripling from 2,619 in 2015/16 to 9,074 in 2019/20. Not all positive tests necessarily result in the
driver being charged, for instance where a roadside test shows as positive, but a police station test
comes back as negative.
Essex police charged the most people for drug
driving in the last year, with 1,828 charges
between March 2019 and February 2020.
Merseyside Police had the second highest
number of charges at 1,605. While most
forces have seen an increase in the number of
charges between 2015/16 and 2019/20,

others have seen notable decreases. For
instance, the Metropolitan Police saw a peak
number of charges in 2016/17 of 1,152 but
this has since decreased to just 339 charges
in 2019/20.

Drug driving became a specific
offence in 2015, meaning police
ILLEGAL DRUGS
LEGAL MEDICINAL DRUGS
Drug/Blood
threshold
limit
(mg/L)
Drug/Blood
threshold limit (mg/L)
could charge someone for drug
Benzoylecgonine
50
Clonazepam
50
driving if they had at least one of
Cocaine
10
Diazepam
550
16 specified drugs in their blood
Cannabis
2
Flunitrazepam
300
above a certain limit. Half of the
Ketamine
20
Lorazepam
100
16 drugs listed are ‘medicinal’
LSD
1
Methadone
500
and so drivers are just as likely to
Methylamphetamine
10
Morphine
80
be prosecuted for having a legal
MDMA
10
Oxazepam
300
drug in their system as they are an
Heroin
5
Temazepam
1000
illegal drug while behind the
wheel. Drivers should be aware
that the law doesn’t just apply to illegal drugs. Medicinal drugs, such as those prescribed to treat
insomnia or even some pain killers, feature on the list so its crucial drivers always check their
medication to see if it impairs their ability to drive.
SOUTH WEST ENGLAND CASUALTY REDUCTION AIM
The South West Peninsula Road Safety Partnership has announced its aim to achieve a highway
system free of fatalities and serious injuries by 2040 with an interim target to reduce by 50% the
number of people killed and seriously injured on the roads in Devon, Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly
in the next decade.
Launching the Vision Zero approach the partnership acknowledged that ‘radical change’ is required
to reduce and eliminate casualties. Efforts will focus on encouraging better driving practices,
educating specific road user groups about the potential dangers and developing better responses to
road traffic collisions. The South West Peninsula Road Safety Partnership comprises 19 members,
including emergency services, local authorities, NHS trusts and charities
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PARKING ON THE PAVEMENT
Referred to on page 2 there is much going on at present with regard to what action is to be taken
by the various countries regarding parking on the pavement.
Scotland is to pursue a country wide approach to banning
parking on the pavement.
Whilst in Wales it is likely that Local Councils could have
greater powers to prevent pavement parking by 2022
after ministers backed recommendations from an
independent taskforce resulting in potential changes to
Traffic Regulation Orders so that individual Local
Authorities in the principality could target particular
locations of concern and then use their civil enforcement
powers to prosecute offenders.
The current consultation as to what actions should be taken in England is subject to current
consultation which sets out three options (see page 2) and closes on 22 nd November 2020. Recently
the National Road Safety Committee voted to support an outright ban on pavement parking very
much on the basis that there needed to be a consistent approach throughout the Country and
leaving it to Local Highway Authorities to determine individual approaches would lead to confusion
amongst the public such as we currently have in other areas particularly when it comes to bus
lanes, times of operation and enforcement practices and policies.
DRINK DRIVE INTERLOCKS
A recent YouGov survey has revealed that 82% of respondents support the mandatory fitment of
interlock devices to buses and coaches. The technology is designed to tackle the growing problem
of drink driving in the UK by preventing a driver who is under the
influence from taking control of a vehicle.
Although drink driving had been in steady decline until 2015 still
around 240 people died in road crashes in Great Britain where at
least one of the drivers/riders is above the legal limit.
A PACTS (Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety) report
is expected later this year, which assesses the viability of utilising
interlock technology in association with drink drive rehabilitation programmes. 83% of survey
respondents supported the use of such devices by repeat drink drive offenders.
EXTENDING 20MPH LIMITS TO MAIN ROUTES
Bath and North East Somerset Council is set to extend 20mph limits to some of the main routes in
and out of Bath for the first time. The council said proposals for permanent 20mph speed limits
outside the city centre are being put forward in response to the Government’s Gear Change plan to
encourage walking and cycling*. Officials pointed out that while 20mph limits already cover much
of the city, 'this will be the first time the council has introduced such limits on busier roads that
predominantly carry through traffic'.
* The Gear Change Document can be found at
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/strategy-documents-and-action-plans/
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COMMUNICATING WHILST DRIVING A BIG ISSUE
A survey, carried out for the RAC Report on Motoring 2020 has indicated that the growing popularity
of FaceTime, Facebook Messenger, WhatsApp and Snapchat for video calls is posing a new and
present danger on the UK’s roads.
Younger drivers are more than twice as likely
to say they make or receive video calls while
driving – on average 8% of all UK drivers say
they do this, with the figure rising to 13%
among those aged 25 to 44. Equally worrying
is the finding that just under one-in-10
drivers aged 17 to 24 (9%) say they play
games on their phones while driving, making
them three-times more likely to do this
compared to the average UK driver.

2019’s figure of 33%).
More positively, the proportion of drivers
admitting to other dangerous activities such
as checking or sending text messages or
taking photos or video appear to be reducing
– although it is unclear whether this is simply
down to lower overall car use this year as a
result of the pandemic. Eight per cent of all
drivers say they text or send other messages
while driving, down from 14% last year and
from a high of 20% in 2016. But young drivers
are again much more likely to break the law –
15% of those aged 17 to 24 say they are doing
it in 2020, although this is down substantially
on 2019 (37%). More than one-in-10 motorists
(14%) this year say they check texts or other
app notifications while driving, down from
17% in 2019. Among younger drivers, the
proportion is 22%, down from 35% last year.

Other drivers’ use of handheld phones is the
second biggest overall motoring-related
concern identified in the research, after the
state of local roads – a third of all UK drivers
surveyed (32%) say the issue concerns them
and strikingly nearly eight-in-10 (79%) now
want to see camera technology introduced to
catch drivers acting illegally.
Alarmingly, 29% of drivers of all ages in 2020
say they make and receive calls on handheld
phones while driving, that’s 5% more than in
2019 and the highest proportion since 2016.
While younger drivers are still more likely to
do so (42%, down from 51% last year), those
in the 25 to 44 age group are also statistically
more likely to break the law in this way (32%
admit to doing so, almost unchanged on

Given the enormous police resources required
to ‘catch drivers in the act’, motorists seem
particularly keen on enforcement taking
place using cameras, something that has been
pioneered in Australia. Of the 79% who
support
the
introduction
of
camera
technology to identify illegal mobile phone
users in the UK, the vast majority (52%) are
strongly in favour of this happening.
Meanwhile, nearly three-in-10 (29%) of all
drivers say they make and receive calls on
handheld phones while driving – 5% more than
last year and the highest proportion since
2016.
Just under one-in-10 young drivers (9%) say
they play games on their phones while
driving, making them three-times more likely
to do this compared to the average UK driver

The RAC says the data suggests a renewed focus is needed to bring about a lasting change in
behaviour among motorists, particularly younger drivers.
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FINAL ROAD CASUALTY FIGURES FOR 2019
Following hot on the heels of the provisional figures which were publish a few weeks ago has now
come the final results covering the people who have been killed or serious injured on our roads in
Great Britain during 2019.
In total there were 1,752 road deaths – a drop
from 2018 when there were 1,784 but
concerning to many that for the last decade
we have been stuck in the 17 hundreds and
we cannot seem to make any progress in the
right direction. That said have we actually
been more successful that it would first
appear when we relate that the rate of
fatalities per billion miles travelled has fallen
by 4% from 5.06 in 2018 to 4.87 in 2019.

The question might of course how much 1,752
deaths actually resonates with the population
and unless you have been directly involved or
lost a loved one then to say 1,752 out of a
population of some 67 million just has no
impact whatsoever and members of the
public wonder what all the fuss is about and
is it not a price we have to pay for our
freedom.

However some will say that we are to focused on the number of people who are killed rather than
looking at the overall picture which shows that the total number of deaths and casualties has fallen
once again and this year by 5% to 153,158 pointing to the fact that the difference between being
slightly injured or even just damage sustained to the vehicle(s) or being serious hurt or killed is a
matter upon which we have little or limited control and not having the crash in the first place is
where our activity should be focused. Alas what impact is there within society of 153,000 victims
against a 66.5 million population?
We perhaps need to find a different and better way to express the message and you can seem some
similarities of the current pandemic when people ask what the real issue is when they simply get
told that the infection rate is ‘X’ number in 100,000 population and even in the worst locations the
number ‘X’ is not seen as very significant by the majority.
The casualty data can be found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
or at:https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/road-casualties-great-britain-2019/

FIRE SERVICE WEBINAR
The National Fire Chiefs Council Road Safety Group is to hold a Webinar on Monday morning 9th
November 2020 involving many leading road safety professionals. The
cost is £30 and to register for the event please use the link
https://www.nationalfirechiefs.org.uk/NFCC-Events/nfcc-road-safetygroup-webinar/10570?OccId=15147
ROAD SAFETY WEEK –FREE SEMINAR OFFER
This annual event takes place during the week Monday 16th to Sunday 22nd November 2020 and provides
an opportunity for all road users to think about how they use the roads not
just for the week but throughout the year. Co-ordinated by BRAKE businesses
and organisations are asked to give some focus to safety on our roads within
their organisations. If any organisation whether within the business or
voluntary sector is looking to hold an interactive on line session during that
week for employees, volunteers or group then please make contact with the
Graham Feest Consultancy to discuss what might be appropriate specifically
for your situation and who is offering a number of free interactive inputs at any time during that week.
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REMEMBERING THOSE KILLED ON THE ROADS
The Annual World Day of Remembrance for all those killed on the roads takes place this year on
Sunday 15th November 2020. There will be few national and international events this year to
recognise this day due to the pandemic and it will be very much left to individuals to pause and
think about the effects on all concerned when it comes to such tragedy as a result of a road crash
and equally to those who have survived but have been left with life changing injuries.
This month the front cover of this newsletter has been designed for all and that moment of
reflection.
Road traffic crashes are a major cause of
death among all age groups and the
leading cause of death for children and
young adults aged 5–29 years. The risk of
dying in a road traffic crash is more than
3 times higher in low-income countries
than in high-income countries.
More than half of all road traffic deaths
are among vulnerable road users:
pedestrians, cyclists, and motorcyclists.
Pedestrians, cyclists, and riders of
motorized 2- and 3-wheelers and their
passengers are collectively known as
"vulnerable road users" and account for
half of all road traffic deaths around the
world. A higher proportion of vulnerable
road users die in low-income countries
than in high-income countries.
The Day has become an important tool in
global efforts to reduce road casualties.
It offers an opportunity for drawing
attention to the scale of emotional and
economic devastation caused by road
crashes and for giving recognition to the
suffering of road crash victims and the
work of support and rescue services.

FLEET DRIVER TRAINING
Concerns have been expressed as to whether there is becoming too much emphasis on on-line
training for drivers, as a quick and cheaper method of ticking the box and speeding up the process
at the expense of ensuring proper skill based in vehicle training and assessment.
Perhaps the general point here is that all drivers should be fully aware of their surroundings, the
capabilities of the vehicle they are driving including its size as well as being able to drive safely
without undue stress levels that may affect their abilities behind the wheel and what is required is
a mixture of both methods.
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SUPPORT FOR INCREASING SENTENCES
Two-thirds of drivers want to see maximum sentences for those that cause death by dangerous
driving increased, according to research carried out with 2,800 drivers by the RAC.
The research found that a quarter believe maximum sentences should be increased to somewhere
between 15 years and a life sentence from the present maximum of 14 years. But four-in-10 think
courts should be able to go further and hand down a life sentence if they deem it appropriate. Just
16% felt the current maximum term is sufficient, while 18% were unsure whether it should be
changed.
Former Prime Minister Theresa May introduced a Bill seeking
to amend The Road Traffic Offenders Act, which currently
dates from 1988, and to increase courts’ abilities to issue
much tougher sentences. The amendment has come to be
known as the ‘Violet-Grace Law’, in memory of a four-yearold child who was killed by a motorist driving at over 80mph
in a 30mph zone in 2017. The driver was jailed for nine
years and four months in 2017 but may be released as early
as next year. However the evidence is somewhat lacking to
say that longer sentences would actual deter others from
irresponsible behaviour however appropriate it may be for
individual perpetrators and the families which are left
behind to pick up the pieces.
In the year to March 2020, police forces in England and Wales recorded 555 cases of death or
serious injury caused by dangerous driving.
RAC road safety spokesman Simon Williams said:
“Drivers we surveyed are crystal clear in their
belief that the current maximum sentence
that courts can hand down for causing death
by dangerous driving is insufficient and
doesn’t reflect just how devastating these
crimes are. Permitting courts to issue much
tougher sentences will send a strong message
to motorists and will go some way towards
reassuring families of victims killed in
collisions that the law is on their side. The
Government announced its intention to

introduce stronger sentences back in 2017,
but sadly since then little progress has been
made. That’s why this Bill is so important –
we may still be some way off the VioletGrace amendment being made, but many
people up and down the country will be
interested to see the progress that it makes
in the hope that one day soon those convicted
of these truly terrible crimes will have to
spend much longer behind bars.”

In a recently published White Paper entitled “A Smarter Approach to Sentencing” the Government
has announced that legislation to introduce life sentences for killer drivers will be introduced to
parliament next year, a four year wait after a 2017 pledge from the Ministry of Justice. The move
forms part of major sentencing reforms unveiled by the Lord Chancellor.
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POWERED TWO WHEELER MARKET PERFORMING WELL
According to figures from the MCIA registrations of new
Powered Two Wheelers (PTWs) climbed by 11.8% in
September to 14,513 units, with motorcycles up by
8.6% to 10,897 units, while 3,616 new scooters left
showrooms, up 23.0% on last year which could well be
a sign that people are opting for their own form of
transport due to the proximity they have to share with
others when on public transport and PTWs represent an
inexpensive, efficient, easy to ride and park
alternative.
The small, commuter motorcycles and scooters lead the way, with this category 20.9% up on
September last year and 6.7% ahead of the first nine months of last year. Similarly, registrations of
electrically-powered PTWs are booming, up 90.3% on the month and 46.8% against the year to date
2019. Most electric PTWs benefit from the ability to be charged from a conventional three-pin plug
and many feature removable batteries, meaning the vehicle doesn’t have to be near the charger
and expensive charging infrastructure is not required. Part of the appeal of small PTWs with motors
of up to 11Kw or 125cc, is that they can be ridden after completing a straightforward Compulsory
Basic Training (CBT) course, with no test required, making the transition to powered two wheels an
exceptionally accessible option.
DIABETES AND DRIVING ETC
The Road Safety Markings Association (RSMA) is amongst a number of companies and organisations
that have endorsed and signed up to the Diabetes Safety Organisation’s ‘Tackling Diabetes Safety
Charter’.
In the UK around 700 people a day are diagnosed as having diabetes and therefore increased
awareness and understanding is vital not just amongst those who have the condition but also it is
essential that businesses understand their obligations and responsibilities towards the wellbeing of
their staff and in context the conditions which apply to those diagnosed when it comes to driving.
More information on the Charter can be found on the Diabetes Safety Organisation website here:
https://diabetessafety.org/charter/

EXTENSION TO LONDON ULTRA LOW EMISSION ZONE
Transport for London continues to prepare for the expansion of the Ultra Low Emission Zone, first
launched in April 2019. The Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) currently covers the
same area as the Congestion Charge Zone – and is in operation 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.
Under current plans, the ULEZ will be expanded to cover the entire area between
the North and South Circular roads in October 2021.
Statistics published by TfL shows the number of vehicles meeting the required
emissions standards in the central zone has risen from 39% in February 2017, to
more than 80%. Meanwhile, emissions of nitrogen oxide from road transport has
reduced by 35%.
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SCHOOL BUS CRASH
In the news a few weeks ago was the report about three children were seriously injured and 12
more needing treatment for minor injuries when their double decker school bus hit a railway
bridge. The impact resulted in the bus roof being torn off in the crash which happened shortly after
8.00a.m. It seems in this case the driver was new to the route, was running late and tried a short
cut but this has yet to be confirmed.
This has led to a leading training company making the following statement:
of the mangled top deck of a school bus, bring the
need for quality, ongoing training for passenger
carriers into sharp focus.
Midland Red (South) Ltd recently admitted failing
to ensure the safety of employees and failing to
make sure the public was not exposed to risk. The
Midland Bus incident resulted in a tragic loss of
life. Is there a worrying theme of emerging?
While the Covid pandemic has raised stress levels
for everyone, it has placed increased work
pressures on professional and commercial drivers,
whether they are delivering online shopping or
driving school busses. It is essential the
appropriate, tailored training is put in place by all
companies and fleet operators; not only does it
help ensure the safety of all other road users,
passenger and drivers but it also massively reduces
the running costs of fleets, decreases stress levels
and improves employee well-being. If these
weren’t reason enough, there are huge
environmental benefits too. A small investment
actually saves companies huge sums in cash terms,
let alone lives.”

“Leading driver training company, RED Driver Risk
Management, is calling on all passenger fleet
operators to ensure they have regular, effective
professional driver training in place for all drivers:
You can’t just be a passenger and expect
professional drivers to keep up to the high
standards required without the correct training
regime in place, stated Andy Neale, Head of RED’s
Risk Management division and you can’t just rely
on e-learning systems to provide the level of
training needed; drivers are not computers, and
this shouldn’t be a tick box exercise when lives are
at stake. The horrifying news from Hampshire of
school children injured along with shocking images

CORONAVIRUS SAFER TRAVEL GUIDANCE
This well presented document about travelling which has been
produced by the Department of transport provides guidance in a
simple format about travelling around during the current pandemic.
Obviously things are constantly changing and being updated but the
general principles and advice of what to do as set out in this
document provides the facts.
The guide can be found at
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
or at:
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/guidancedocuments-codes-of-practice/
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SPEED ENFORCEMENT STRATEGY – RAISING THE GAME
In a report published by Road Safety Support they have stated that there is much complacency
among drivers with regard to speeding and safety cameras which has been growing in recent years
and is recommending a new approach in order to increase camera detection and to jolt motorists
into driving more carefully on all roads – not just those where they expect to see a camera.
The use of Mobile speed camera vans which are highly visible and a
far greater deterrent should be utilised over a wider area as they
can detect offences over a greater range.
The report entitled ‘Raising the Game’ was written by Road Safety
Support’s enforcement experts, who have worked in speed camera
operation in the UK since the 1990s. It explains how many UK police
forces are still using similar criteria that were developed back in
1992 when speed cameras were first introduced in the UK. The
report was initially released exclusively to Road Safety Support
members and safer roads partnerships. But the not-for-profit
company has now taken the decision to publicly release the strategy
to encourage as many authorities as possible to adopt its
recommendations, in an effort to save lives.
Trevor Hall, Managing Director of Road Safety Support, said:
“Police forces and safer roads partnerships
have very effective technology at their
fingertips that we know reduces casualties;
we have the evidence. We just need to adopt
a new strategy to use it more efficiently and

through regular, proactive communications,
help the public to understand that if they
speed or commit other offences on the roads,
there is every chance that they will be
caught.”

Detective Chief Superintendent Andy Cox, of Lincolnshire Police, who is the national lead for fatal
collision investigation reporting to the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) said:
“Speeding remains the biggest risk to road
safety and should be the number one focus
and priority for traffic enforcement. I would

urge all police forces to follow the
recommendations in it in relation to
enforcement and communications.”

The report can be found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
or at: https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/strategy-documents-and-action-plans/

WATCH THIS SPACE
There would appear to be a controversial suggestion [and I emphasise that this is all it is at
present] going round that Highways England could be rebranded to National Highways after just five years when it
changed from the Highways Agency following it becoming a
government owned company. The idea of a name change in this
way does not sit well with the other UK nations who have their
own management structure for looking after their principal road networks. A Welsh government
source has already indicated that it would 'unnecessarily confuse people as to where responsibility
for roads lies since currently Highways England does not and would not be operating under a
National banner in Wales or for that matter in Scotland or Northern Ireland.
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UNPOPULAR VIEW OF NEW TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT SCHEMES
Local Authorities across the country have been implementing schemes to promote active travel at a
time when capacity on public transport is limited, as well as to help people maintain social
distancing and reduce vehicle use. Many of these schemes – which include new cycle lanes, School
Streets and low-traffic neighbourhoods (LTNs) – are funded by the
Government, as part of a £2bn package. However some of the measures have
met with opposition resulting in a petition and whilst acknowledged that the
‘experiment’ was well-intentioned and mostly built without proper
consultation they say it is now clear that such measures ‘are doing much
more harm than good’ and are calling for them to be removed to ‘improve
the travelling experience for the vast majority of road users
The petition organiser and their supporters’ state:
and cycling, but their real impact is gridlock.
They’ve been built without proper consultation,
illegitimately justified by the Covid crisis and
backed by central government direction and
finance. Congestion and pollution have increased,
people are inconvenienced, local businesses have
lost trade and lives jeopardised with emergency
vehicles stuck in traffic. Cycle tracks are often
empty, while the roads alongside are jammed.”

“Road closures, School Streets and new cycle lanes
are creating severe congestion, long traffic delays
and severe frustration across the country.
Although well intentioned, the experiment has
failed. Government guidance supporting such
measures and funds for them should be withdrawn
immediately. Many Local Authorities have
introduced schemes touted as encouraging walking

However in a recent letter to Local Authorities the Transport Secretary, Grant Shapps
acknowledged that ‘a great number of schemes have represented smart and considered use of the
extra funding which has been provided and have genuinely improved the local transport networks in
areas and helped improve the lives of local residents and all road users.' Regretfully however there
are a significant minority of instances where schemes are nowhere near good enough. And there are
far too many instances where temporary cycle lanes are unused due to their location and design
and their creation has left motor traffic backed up and widening of pavements to excess are
causing unnecessary congestion in town centres. He has warned Council that any future funding
where communities have not been consulted, funding has been used inappropriately and measures
introduced which have failed to embrace good design principles may not be forthcoming.
In the meantime Sustrans have made the following statement and recommended a six step process
to take people along with the changes:
increasing in many parts of the UK these changes
are welcome for many people. However, these
schemes also create public backlash and
opposition, as change can be scary for people,
especially during a time of crisis.”

“Cities and towns are making changes to streets
and places faster than ever before in response to
Covid19 to increase space for walking, cycling.
With walking rates already high and cycling

They proposed the following course of action to persuade people of the benefits of the changes:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Engage with Residents
Show People examples of success
Demonstrate that you’re empathetic to local views, including businesses
Collect data
Improve appearance and design
Give Street changes time whilst listening to feedback
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UPDATING THE MOBILE PHONE LAWS CONSULTATION
People using a hand-held mobile phone in all circumstances while driving will be breaking the law,
under new government plans unveiled by Roads Minister Baroness Vere to close a legislation
loophole brought about by the developing technology over the years.
It’s already a criminal offence to use a hand-held mobile
phone to call or text while driving, but not for other actions
such as taking photos. While still distracting such actions
aren’t seen as ‘interactive communication’, and therefore do
not fit the current definition of the offence.
Following a review of the offence, a consultation has been
launched on bringing the law into line with modern technology
– meaning drivers caught taking photos, playing games or
scrolling through a playlist behind the wheel will be clearly
breaking the law. Ministers have rejected calls to go further
by banning the use of hands-free functions – drivers will still
be able to continue safely using devices ‘hands-free’ while
driving, such as a sat-nav secured in a cradle.
The consultation closes on 17th January 2021
The consultation can be found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
or at: https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/

GRADUATED LICENSING SHELVED - FOR NOW
The Government has decided not to introduce graduated driver licencing (GDL) – at least for the
time being and I guess not in the distant future. The
Transport Committee had been looking at and debating the
issue along with taking expert advice over several months
which had hindered by Coronavirus. (GDL is a scheme
which places restrictions on new drivers, for a period of
time after passing their driving test such as not being able
to drive at night – or not driving with passengers under a
certain age).
However, giving evidence to the Transport Committee’s
young driver inquiry the roads minister Baroness Vere of Norbiton said the Government is not
progressing work on GDL at present and instead, it will continue to focus its efforts on the Driver
2020 research project. The research which is costing some £2 million is designed to provide further
evidence of what we need to do in this area.
Driver 2020 is a research project which aims to help newly-qualified drivers improve their skills
when they begin driving post-test. Described as the largest ‘real-world’ trial of its kind anywhere in
the world, Driver2020 was launched by the Transport Research Laboratory (TRL) in 2019. The
project - Driver2020 is investigating interventions targeted at learners and novice drivers in a series
of controlled tests. The project aims to understand how learner drivers react to different training
approaches and the effect they have on their driving. TRL hopes the results from the research will
shape how young drivers learn to drive in the future, before and after the driving test.
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