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HIGHWAYS TERM MAINTENANCE ASSOCIATION (HMTA) TO CLOSE
Highways Term Maintenance Association (HMTA), one of the largest and most significant trade
bodies representing highways contractors, has announced it will close by
the end of the year after 15 years representing the highways maintenance
industry, citing a lack of clarity over the future and the departure of
several key players.
HTMA has achieved a significant amount for
the industry including establishing industry
specific price indices, influencing the
development of the HMEP (Highways
Maintenance Efficiency Programme) standard
contracts and establishing senior level
engagement across the industry. It has also
produced and published a collection of

guidance and best practice documents across
a range of subjects, which have been made
freely available to share knowledge and
foster best practice to encourage improved
standards and to increase awareness of the
diversity of careers and raise the profile of
highways maintenance and management.

The Association has found that in the past couple of years the highways maintenance and
management companies have had to deal with many changes in the environment with very little
clarity and visibility of what the future holds.
20MPH LIMITS IN CENTRAL LONDON COME INTO EFFECT
Central London’s 20mph speed limits came into force on 2nd
March 2020 following the approval given last September and
will initially affect 8.9km of roads within the Congestion
Charging Zone which have been supported by new signage
and road markings, with raised pedestrian crossings in
prominent locations where a high number of people walk
such as Embankment and Tower Hill Underground stations
and outside the Tate Britain.
TfL will recalibrate all the speed cameras in central London and says it will work closely with the
Metropolitan Police to ensure that drivers are complying with the new speed limits. To mark the
introduction of the new 20mph limits, TfL and the Metropolitan Police have announced the launch
of a new speed enforcement team. The team will be deployed to known high-risk locations for
speeding and will respond to stakeholder and community concerns about drivers speeding in their
area using the newest laser video speed enforcement technology.
In addition TfL will recalibrate all the speed cameras in central London and says it will work closely
with the Metropolitan Police to ensure that drivers are complying with the new speed limits.
WATCH OUT FOR E10
The Government is consulting on plans for E10, a lower carbon fuel made with up to 10% ethanol,
to become the standard grade of petrol at UK filling stations from next year. The Department for
Transport (DfT) said that by increasing the ethanol content of petrol, E10 has the potential to cut
CO2 from transport by 750,000 tonnes per year, equivalent to taking around 350,000 cars off the
road. Current petrol grades in the UK already contain up to 5% bioethanol, known as E5. Using E10
would see this percentage increased up to 10%, a blend which is already well used in other
countries such as Belgium, Finland, France and Germany.
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DYNAMICS OF MOTORCYCLE CRASHES
A new report challenges the assumption that there is a link between the speed a motorcycle is
travelling at and the severity of the injuries to the rider, in
the event of a collision and is based on the findings of a
survey of almost 1,600 riders from 30 countries who had been
involved in a collision in the last decade suggesting that
‘orthodox motorcycle collision analysis appears to be looking
the wrong way’, in typically identifying human error as the
major cause of collisions involving motorcyclists.
It found that the speed of the motorcycle when it crashes
with another vehicle, road infrastructure or other object
‘does not necessarily determine the severity of the injuries of
the motorcyclist’. Instead the report concludes that ‘the
mechanism of the crash (the trajectory of the rider postcrash) has far more importance than speed in terms of the
type and the severity of injuries’ – before going on to describe
the correlation between speed and the seriousness of injuries
as ‘random’.
Elaine Hardy who was one of the researchers from the UK said:
“The riders who replied to the survey came
from a varied age range, motorcycling
experience, as well as depth of skills and
training. The new research presented in the
report, most importantly involved riders
bringing their personal experience and their
expertise beyond that of simple academia.
Riders understand motorcycling in a way
quite different than that of academia, where
statistical analyses of large databases such as
police reports and hospital records has

displaced research that requires in depth
crash scene investigative knowledge. The
riders’ crash details which were provided
through the responses to the questions as
well as the comments they offered, brought
those stories of personal experiences which
included treatment of their injuries, pillion
riders and the dynamics of their crash, that in
their own words allowed a deeper insight into
the
dynamics
of
crashes
and
the
circumstances.”

The report is based on the findings of a survey of almost 1,600 riders from 30 countries who had
been involved in a collision in the last decade.
Find a copy of the report at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
GEARING UP FOR DRIVING ELECTRIC
IAM RoadSmart is helping to ensure its volunteers understand the different ways electric vehicles
operate, with a series of ‘train the trainers’ days. Each year, around 6,000 people sign up for IAM
RoadSmart’s DVSA-accredited Advanced Driver course which is delivered by
fully trained volunteers from 180 regional groups. To prepare those
volunteers for an ‘electric future’, IAM RoadSmart has developed and
piloted a programme of training days. The sessions explore how their
coaching needs to evolve to adapt to the future of motoring – explaining
the differences between electric vehicles and petrol, diesel and hybrid cars.

2

Traffic Safety Roads
MANAGING WORK-RELATED ROAD INJURY RISK
A new report co-launched by a group of global agencies is calling on governments and employers to
put road safety first – in order to manage work-related road injury
risk and the urgent need to address the number of deaths and
injuries caused by vehicles being driven for work purposes.
The report recommends governments strengthen legislation relating
to organisations operating vehicles and their drivers – while also
improving data collection regarding work-related crashes and their
causes. Fleet operators are encouraged to implement policies and
procedures to manage road risk applicable to both their own
workforce and fleet and when procuring road transport services.
In his preface to the report, Etienne Krug, director at the World
Health Organisation, said:
“I hope this report will play a valuable contribution to strengthen action on work-related road
safety. I urge governments and organisations to read it and implement urgent actions to save
lives.”
Find a copy of the report at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
SAFER PEOPLE VEHICLES ROADS 2020
Safer People Vehicles Roads 2020 is a series of conference/training style events which take place
throughout the UK on a regular basis throughout the year and provide a high
value low cost opportunity for all those involved in the practice and promotion
of road safety whether from the Statutory, Non Statutory, Voluntary or Business
Sector. All the events are tailor made to deliver any CPD requirements and as
such they are accredited in particular by SoRSA. Each event has a different
programme although some of the speaker may appear more than once but not
necessarily presenting the same topic. The organisers are confident that you
will not find an event at such an affordable cost elsewhere made possible
through the generosity of the speakers and the organisations they represent
along with those who provide some financial assistance in terms of sponsorship.
Booking are now being taken for:

Monday 28th September 2020 at The Guildhall, HULL
With regret the following have been POSTPONED
Monday 20th April 2020 at The Colessio Hotel. STIRLING has been
POSTPONED
Monday 18th May at The Langstone Quays Hotel, Hayling Island has been POSTPONED
Monday 15th June 2020 at Kenwood Hall Hotel & Spa, Sheffield has been POSTPONED

Revised dates will follow in due course
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BIKELIFE SURVEY IN CITIES AND URBAN AREAS
A new survey suggests people living in UK cities and towns want to see measures that reduce car
use and increase cycling.
More than half of respondents (55%) agreed with the
statement that there are too many people driving in their
area – with 58% supporting more investment in cycling,
compared to 42% for driving.
56% support the idea of charging more polluting vehicles
(including private cars) entering city centres – if the
financial proceeds were used to help fund public
transport, walking and cycling services. Nearly six in 10
(59%) agreed that restricting through-traffic on local
residential streets would make their area a better place to
live and work.
The survey also revealed that only 28% of residents think
cycle safety in their city is ‘good’ with more than threequarters (77%) of respondents looking towards more
separated cycle routes to encourage them to start riding
or ride more.
The Bike Life report, published by the charity Sustrans sought the views of nearly 17,000 people
living in 12 UK cities and urban areas.
Find a copy of the report at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/

INSTITUTE OF MASTER TUTORS OF DRIVING – CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
The Institute of Master Tutors of Driving (IMTD) is calling for nominations for its annual awards
which support the driver training industry.
The four main award categories are:
•
•
•
•

IMTD
IMTD
IMTD
IMTD

New Driver Initiative Award
Leading Organisation Award
Individual Driver Trainer of the Year Award
Driver Training Company Award

Information about the awards along with a nomination form can be found at
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/news-and-information/
The awards will be presented at a lunch to be held in the Holiday Inn in Coventry on Sunday 13 th
September 2020
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SUPERMARKET ELECTRIC CHARGING POINTS
The number of electric vehicle charge points available at supermarkets has almost doubled in the
last two years according to new research carried out by the RAC and Zap-Map.
The analysis reveals 542 charger units were installed by
supermarkets between October 2017 and the end of 2019 taking
the total number now available to 1,115 – an increase of 95% and
It also means 6.5% of all the UK’s public charge points are
located at supermarkets. The number of stores offering charging
facilities has also doubled over the same time period, with 608
supermarket sites now catering for battery electric and plug-in
hybrid vehicles.
Asda (19%) and Morrisons (18%) have the greatest proportion of
stores with charge points and while Tesco currently only has 4%
of stores with charging capability it has the highest total number
of stores with these facilities.
The RAC points out many supermarket chains – particularly Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Iceland and Co-op –
have stores in city or town centre locations which do not have car parks.

MOTORCYCLE INSTRUCTORS AND TRAINING CENTRES UNDER SCRUTINY
The Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) has removed over 100 instructor licences and
taken 18 Approved Training Bodies (ATBs) off its official register in a clampdown on “rogue”
motorcycle instructors.
In a statement, the DVSA’s Chief Driving
Examiner Mark Winn said it had been just
over a year since the DVSA started doing
more compliance checks on the motorcycling
industry. Enforcement managers consider
factors including the condition of the

motorcycles being used, and whether they’re
taxed and MOT’d, whether correct protective
equipment is being given to trainees and in a
satisfactory condition, whether training
records are being completed properly and if
all incidents are being reported to DVSA.

Some ATBs had been closed for selling certificates to riders without any training being undertaken.
Additionally, some schools were found to be delivering compulsory basic training courses (CBTs) in
less than three hours or training more riders than their site was authorised.
THE CAPITAL CAR FREE DAY
Car Free Day will return to the Capital later this year, with more than 27km of roads set to close in
a bid to reduce pollution and encourage active and sustainable modes of transport. Advocated by
Sadiq Khan, Mayor of London, the annual event is designed to help Londoners ‘reclaim’ their streets
and reimagine their city car-free.
Car Free Day 2020 takes place on 20th September 2020 and with the support of City of London
Corporation will see more than 27km of roads close to all traffic.
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AROUND THE WORLD
United States of America
Last year saw a small reduction in deaths on US roads for the second consecutive year but the
National Safety Council says more still needs to be done. According to preliminary estimates
released by the organization, 38,800 people lost their lives to car crashes in 2019 – a two percent
decline from 2018 (39,404 deaths) and a four percent decline from 2017 (40,231 deaths). There
were 4.4 million people injured seriously enough to require medical attention in crashes last year –
also a two percent decrease over 2018 figures.
Also in America as older people reduce their driving - men report having less social support than
women according to a new study. With driving so closely tied to freedom and independence the
American Automobile Association has recommended families with older loved ones plan ahead
together especially when it comes to decisions like limiting driving. Information from a study
suggests there are perceived social support differences between older male and female drivers.
Men and women who have reduced their driving report similar levels of care and emotional support
from friends and family but older male drivers find it harder to seek out advice and guidance. Of
the study’s 2,990 participants, one in five older drivers report reducing their driving in the past
year, with more women, 57 percent, than men, 43 percent, saying they have cut back on driving.
The findings are part of the AAA LongROAD (Longitudinal Research on Aging Drivers) study, a multiyear research program to better understand and meet the safety and mobility needs of older
drivers in the United States.
Western Australia
The Western Australia (WA) Government has announced tough new, two-tiered penalties for drivers
caught using mobile phones illegally on WA roads. From 1st July this year, drivers caught holding or
touching their phone to make a voice call will receive an increased penalty of a $500 (around £250)
infringement and three demerit points. A higher penalty of a $1,000 (around £500) infringement
and four demerit points will apply to drivers who create a text, watch a video, use video chat or
use their navigation app while driving; functions that can result in a high level of driver distraction.
Road Safety Council Chairman Iain Cameron said
“These new penalties reflect the cognitive load that making a phone call and interacting
with friends and family through text, video or social media has on a driver.”
State of Victoria – Australia
Motorists and cyclists in Victoria are being urged to look out for each other as the warmer months
continue to draw riders onto the state’s roads in big numbers. Last year 11 cyclists died on
Victorian roads and in the first six months of 2019, 287 cyclists were hospitalised. In Victoria
cyclists are 34 times more likely to be seriously injured than vehicle occupants and 4.5 times more
likely to be killed in a crash, according to Transport Accident Commission (TAC) figures.
Ireland
More than 900 new safety camera zones have been introduced in the Republic of Ireland as part of
an expansion scheme. The move came into force on Monday 17th February 2020 following a review
and will bring the total number of camera zones to 1,322 nationwide. Safety cameras operate in
areas where there is a history of speed related collisions, known as speed enforcement zones, using
a fleet of marked vehicles. There will also be 575 zones removed where the review shows
compliance levels have increased and fatal and serious injuries have significantly reduced.
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TRAVEL STATISTICS - SCOTLAND 2018/2019
The number of journeys by public transport in Scotland has fallen again, according to official
statistics, while car vehicle mileage continues to rise.
The new statistics
estimate that the
distance cycled on
the Scottish road
network increased by
8% to 313 million
vehicle
kilometres
between 2017/18 and
2018/19.

There were 97.8 million passenger journeys
on ScotRail services in 2018/19, the same as
in 2017/18 but an increase of 13% compared
with 5 years ago.
However, the distance driven by motor
vehicles on Scottish roads increased by 10%
over the past five years to reach 47.8 billion
vehicle kilometres.

The number of journeys made by public
transport in the country fell from 525 million
to 517 million over the same period.

Cars drove a total of 36.4 billion vehicle
kilometres in 2018/19, up 0.6% on the
previous year, while the number of motor
vehicles registered in the country is at an alltime high of 3.0 million.

Bus journeys, which accounted for 73% of all
public transport journeys, or 380 million
passenger journeys, fell by 2% and are down
10% over the past 5 years.

Find a copy of the report at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
DESIGN OF SIDE ROAD LAYOUTS
A new research project has been launched to explore issues linked to the design of side road
layouts and the way priority is offered to different users.
The project is being carried out by the University of the West of England (UWE Bristol), after the
university received £117,000 of funding from the Road Safety Trust. The aim of the UWE project is
to provide a basis for better side road designs, so that risk for road users is reduced. This will be
achieved by analysing and categorising different types of provision, investigating the risk reduction
of different designs, understanding how road users behave in different circumstances, and why they
behave in the way they do.
DRIVER AWARENESS COURSES
The figures from NDORS (National Driver Offender Retraining Scheme) reveal 1,492,236 people
attended and completed driver awareness courses in 2019. Of these, 1,282,698 took speed
awareness courses; the rest took part in one of eight other types of course, covering offences
relating to mobile phones, motorways and seatbelts. The data shows there’s now an average of
over 4,000 people a day choosing to pay up to £95 to spend four hours taking driver awareness
courses to avoid penalty points and a fine after committing a motoring offence. One of the most
recently introduced courses is the National Motorway Awareness Course, which saw 106,957
attendees in 2019. It was first introduced in 2017 and is designed to help drivers understand smart
motorway laws, such as ‘red X’ signs and variable speed limits.
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3RD GLOBAL MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE ON ROAD SAFETY
Transport ministers from around the world have set out a plan to halve the number of road traffic
deaths by 2030. The Stockholm Declaration as it
will be known was agreed at the 3rd Global
Ministerial Conference on Road Safety, which took
place on 19th and 20th February 2020.
Described as an ‘ambitious and forwardlooking’ road safety plan, the declaration
says that while commendable progress has
been made, all countries still face ‘major
challenges’. The declaration outlines a series
of ‘long-term and sustainable’ solutions, with
the aim of reducing road traffic deaths by at
least 50% from 2020 to 2030.

It says that efforts to reduce speed will have
a ‘beneficial impact on air quality and
climate change as well as being vital to
reduce road traffic deaths and injuries’.
Technology features heavily, with a pledge to
‘encourage and incentivize the development,
application and deployment of existing and
future technologies’ in all aspects of road
safety, from crash prevention to emergency
response.

Among the commitments is a pledge to
‘speed up the shift toward safer, cleaner,
more energy efficient and affordable modes
of transport’ and ‘promote higher levels of
physical activity such as walking and cycling’.

In terms of vehicle technology, there is a
commitment for all new vehicles to be
‘equipped with appropriate levels of safety
performance’ by 2030 – with incentives
provided (where possible) to encourage
drivers and organisations to opt for vehicles
with ‘enhanced safety performance’.

The declaration also has a focus on speed
management, promising to ‘mandate a
maximum road travel speed limit of 20mph in
areas where vulnerable road users and
vehicles mix in a frequent and planned
manner’.

Read the Stockholm Declaration at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
LOSING THE BENEFIT FROM TECHNOLOGY
Over a third of motorists have no idea how to use tech
features on their cars, according to a study from the British
Motor Show. More than a third of drivers (35%) remain in the
dark as to how to use Advanced Driver Assistance Systems
(ADAS) and high-tech infotainment platforms properly, with
20% of drivers saying they use less than half of the tech in
their cars and a further 10% saying they understood only a
fraction (less than 20%) and simply just drive it. One of the
main issues appears to be with a lack of explanation when
customers first buy their cars, with 71% of drivers saying that they felt not enough information
about the in-car tech was given to them by the dealer when they first bought the car. Another
seems to be that it is all too much to take in – in one go even if the dealer has an understanding of
everything which is available and how to activate it.
25% of car owners said they were given no information whatsoever about what tech was on their
cars and how they should use it.
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HAVE CAR – MUST USE
The results of an RAC survey suggest 35% of UK drivers – the equivalent of 14.7m people – are more
dependent on their car than this time last year.
The top reasons provided by drivers included a
greater need to transport family members (28%),
family and friends moving further away (24%) and
a reduction in the provision or quality of public
transport (25%).
More than a half (57%) said they would be willing
to use their cars less if the quality of public
transport was better – I wonder what that means.
Is this the real reason or is it just a little bit more
convenient to get the car out of the garage to make that journey irrespective of the cost of parking
or the imposition of a charge for taking ones vehicle into some areas. We live in a climate of have
car must use and in the process moan bitterly about congestion and hold ups.
Whilst the Government is keen for drivers to use their cars less frequently to improve air quality,
and have set out a new multi-billion pound vision to make every day journeys ‘easier, greener and
more convenient’ the public love of their car is going to require some quite draconian steps to
make them think about using alternatives modes for shorter journeys and force people out of their
vehicles.
DISABLED PASSENGERS ON PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Transport Secretary Grant Shapps has launched a public awareness campaign to improve the
journeys of disabled passengers on public transport through
increased empathy and consideration. Supported by more than 100
partners, including First Group, WHSmith Travel and the
Alzheimer’s Society, the Department for Transport's (DfT) ‘it’s
everyone’s journey’ advertising campaign uses charming
animations to highlight how we can all play a part in making public
transport inclusive.
'The campaign will encourage everyone to reflect on how common, and often unconscious,
behaviours can impact others and what we can all do to create a more considerate environment for
passengers. According to the DfT, one in four disabled people say that the 'attitudes of other
passengers prevent them from using public transport'
NEW IAM ROADSMART TRUSTEES
IAM RoadSmart has recently been pleased to announce four new Trustees who bring considerable
experience and expertise to the charity.
Nick Lomas is director general of the Caravan and Motorhome Club
John Jenkins who has significant experience of FTSE 100-size firms in the financial services arena
Nick Stein a former airline training captain with experience of flight safety and pilot training.
Stuart Donald QPM for Assistant Chief Constable with Humberside Police having retired in 2015

9

Traffic Safety Roads
66 POINTS AND STILL DRIVING
A man with 66 points on his licence has, it is believed, continually avoids a ban, as have a further
two with 60 points and there are a number of women driving with between 48 and 59 points.
Most of us would say that this is taking the “Preverbal” but
many are using a loophole whereby magistrates can use
discretion to allow an offender to stay on the road if they
believe it would cause 'exceptional hardship' to revoke their
licence.

Maybe this is what we should do?

Amassing 12 or more points usually results in an instant ban but some 10,000 plus people are
making a 'mockery' of the system and this has helped 10,589 motorists to stay on the roads
according to figures obtained by the Daily Mail. Of these 1,792 are women while 8,797 are men.
Speeding in a 30mph zone is the most common offence committed by many who ramp up the points
and then exploit the legal loophole of hardship and get away without being disqualified.
The 66 points held by the worst offender relate to 11 offences where he failed to provide
information relating to the driver's identity. Seven drivers have 36 points on their licence, 17
drivers have 30 points, and 13 drivers have 27 points but all are still on the road.
Currently under proposals is new guidance from the Sentencing Council would set out clearly what
courts should consider when considering arguments of exceptional hardship. These proposals are
subject to consultation until 15th April 2020
PARKING ON THE PAVEMENT
The last Government received a recommendation from the Transport Select Committee to ban
parking on the pavement and now it is announced that the Government will consult in the summer
on proposals designed to improve the lives of people with mobility or sight impairments, as well as
parents with prams who may be forced into the road to get around parked cars.
The DfT said a 12-week consultation will include
options such as allowing local authorities with civil
parking enforcement powers 'to crack down on
unnecessary obstruction of the pavement'.
The
consultation will also consider how a nationwide ban
on pavement parking enforced by local authorities
might work, ‘allowing for any necessary exceptions
or designated spots for pavement parking where
needed, and how a tailored approach may be
required in rural and suburban areas which face very different challenges’.
TISPOL RENAMED TO ROADPOL
After 20 years TISPOL has decided to rebrand giving themselves a new and self-explanatory name.
TISPOL comes from former times, when the “Traffic Information System” in its first steps was an
information exchange platform, meanwhile it is a real network - aiming to achieve much more. The
new name chosen reflects this tasks better and will now be known as – “ROADPOL – European Roads
Policing Network” maintaining the same vision and role “Crossing borders to save lives” and
continuing “to make Europe's roads safer.”
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STOCKTAKE AND ACTION PLAN FOR SMART MOTORWAYS
The Department for Transport has released the much-anticipated smart motorway stocktake
including an action plan on how safety is to be improved following the public perception that the
sections of the Motorway which present as all lane running without a hard shoulder and where the
hard should can be changed to a running lane when traffic flow is at its height.
The Government has accepted that 'some risks are higher on smart motorways than conventional
motorways, for example the risk of a collision between a moving and stationary vehicle but says
that others are lower, including tailgating, rapid changes of vehicle speeds, vehicles drifting off the
carriageway and vehicles being driven too fast.
Public opinion is divided about the safety
of the Smart Motorway sections and an
action plan provides an 18-point package
of measures to both enhance safety and
provide hopefully public confidence
including confirming the end to 'dynamic
hard shoulder' motorways where the hard
shoulder switches in and out of being a
live lane which has been the cause of
confusion.

Looking in context in Great Britain there is 2361 miles of motorway of which approximately 2,000
miles is situated in England where Smart Motorways have been implemented. The growth in Smart
Motorways was estimated to be around 25% on the England Network by 2020 which will have grown
gradually over the period since their introduction in one form or another started. In the last five
years on the whole GB network 503 people have been killed and 38 of these have happened on the
Smart Motorway sections. Without greater investigation we do not know the nature of these
incidents, what lane the vehicles were travelling at the time of impact, how many incidents
occurred on the hard shoulder (considered to be the most dangerous place of a motorway) and
whether or not the incidents in the smart motorway sections would have happened anyway.
There are always issues about obstructions in motorway lanes caused by breakdowns where drivers
cannot get across to a hard shoulder. Becoming tangled in a motorway incident is a terrifying
experience wherever in occurs and whatever lane and waiting on the hard shoulder for recovery has
its own risks.
Mr Shapps – Secretary of State for Transport said:
"Overall the evidence shows that in most ways smart motorways are as safe as or safer than
conventional ones, but they are not in every way. I have therefore developed new measures
to further improve safety. Smart motorways had helped the country cope with a 23% rise in
traffic since 2000. "They save motorists thousands of hours sitting in jams. They reduce the
disruption and environmental destruction which would otherwise be needed to widen our
busiest roads. "Their growth, however, has not always been well explained, there is not
uniformity, and concerns exist over safety.”
continued
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STOCKTAKE AND ACTION PLAN FOR SMART MOTORWAYS (continued)
The review has concluded with the following actions:

Making emergency areas more visible – all
emergency areas will have a bright orange road
surface, dotted lines on the surfacing showing
where to stop, better and more frequent signs on
approach and signs inside giving information on
what to do in an emergency.

A radar-based system which spots stationary
vehicles across the entire smart motorway network
within 36 months

More traffic signs giving the distance to the next
place to stop in an emergency, so you will almost
always be able to see a sign. Typically, these will
be between approximately 330 and 440 yards apart
more communication with drivers.

Where feasible on future schemes the distances
between refuge areas will be reduced from 1.5
miles to three quarters of a mile
Abolishing the confusing 'dynamic hard shoulder'
smart motorways, where the hard shoulder
operates only part-time and is a live running lane
the rest of the time

Displaying ‘report of obstruction’ messages
automatically on electronic signs, triggered by the
stopped vehicle detection system; this is currently
being trialled on the M25 and then a further trial
on the M3

Speeding up the deployment of 'stopped vehicle
detection' technology on the 'all lane running'
smart motorway network, so stopped vehicles can
be detected and the lanes closed more quickly

Places to stop in an emergency shown on your
satnav by working with satnav providers to ensure
the locations are shown on the screen, when
needed

Faster attendance by more HE Traffic Officer
patrols on smart motorways where the existing
spacing between places to stop in an emergency is
more than one mile, with the aim of reducing the
attendance time from an average of 17 minutes to
10 minutes

Making it easier to call for help if broken down by
working with car manufacturers to improve
awareness of the use of the eCall ‘SOS’ button in
newer cars to call for help

Reducing the distance between places to stop in
an emergency to three quarters of a mile where
feasible so that on future schemes motorists
should typically reach one every 45 seconds at
60mph. the maximum spacing will be one mile

An update of the Highway Code to provide more
guidance
Closer working with the recovery industry on
training and procedures

Installing 10 additional emergency areas on the
existing M25 smart motorways on the sections with
a higher rate of live lane stops and where places to
stop in an emergency are furthest apart

Reviewing existing emergency areas where the
width is less than the current 15 foot wide
standard. If feasible and appropriate we will widen
to this standard

Considering a programme to install more
emergency areas where places to stop are more
than one mile apart

A review of the use of red flashing lights to
commence immediately. We have listened to the
calls for recovery vehicles to be allowed to use red
flashing lights. We will commence work
immediately on a review.

Investigating M6 Bromford viaduct and the M1 at
Luton, Sheffield and Wakefield where there is
evidence of clusters of incidents.
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PENALTY POINTS FOR NOT WEARING A SEAT BELT
Analysis of fatal collision data from detailed Police Forensic Collision Investigations in a report by
PACTS – Seat Belts: Time for Action - indicates that nearly one third
of vehicle occupants who died on GB roads over the last three years
were not wearing a seat belt. The data was brought together by use
of the Freedom of Information Act in a request to Police Forensic
Collision Investigators and provides probably a more accurate
assessment than that provided from the statistical data recorded in
Stats 19 which shows an average of 24% of fatalities over a three
year period.
This report reinforces the recommendations of the previous PACTS
report on seat belt non-wearing and the need for Interventions to
increase seat belt wearing which could substantially reduce the
number of people killed or seriously injured.
These should include:
Review of existing road safety education
activities to see if seat belt wearing is given
due prominence

Introduction of penalty points for seat belt
non-wearing, bringing the rest of the Great
Britain into line with Northern Ireland which
has the best record on seat belt wearing of
any UK nation

Well-researched education campaigns, to
reinforce the social norms of seat belt
wearing

Enhanced enforcement through intelligence
led, targeted policing; further development
and use of camera technology to deter and
detect seat belt non-wearing

manufacturers to develop voluntary safety
features which encourage seat belt wearing

Penalty points were introduced for seat belt non-use in Northern Ireland in 2007 where drivers can
receive points for not wearing a seat belt themselves or carrying an unbelted passenger who is
under the age of 14. This has contributed to an increase in wearing rates. The public
overwhelmingly support the introduction of penalty points for those found not to be wearing a seat
belt when driving with more than seven in ten (72 per cent) backing a change to the law according
to a survey conducted by Direct Line.
David Davies, the Executive Director of PACTS has written to transport minister Baroness Vere
seeking her support with regard to the recommendations which have been made and in particular
the introduction of penalty points for non-wearing in which he acknowledges that this alone will
not solve the problem but if supported by other measures could make a considerable impact.
Find a copy of the report at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
THOUGHTS PLEASE
Are the unintended consequences of the Coronavirus going to bring about a reduction in road
casualties for 2020 as a result of people isolating and therefore reducing their exposure?
Or
Will it give rise to more as a result of any travel being by car rather than by public transport and in
the longer term will this compromise our efforts to get people out of cars and onto public transport
as they will feel less exposed to others in a confined space for many months to come?
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PARTICIPATE IN DRIVE 2 THE FUTURE
Your help and involvement is being sought with regard to:
Drive2TheFuture which was set up in May 2019 is a
three year project that looks to prepare 'drivers',
travellers and vehicle operators of the future to
accept, understand and use connected cooperative and
automated transport modes.
Vehicles in all modes of transport are becoming increasingly connected, cooperative, and
automated and this raises a number of issues about the role of the 'driver' (or operator,
rider, pilot, captain) in such vehicles. Human-machine interaction is becoming increasingly
complex in an environment with high levels of both qualitative and quantitative
information and increasing levels of automation.
The stage has been reached where through a survey the project looks to understand
individual traveling preferences better!
It shouldn’t take you more than 10-15 minutes to answer the questions, and you can
withdraw from the questionnaire at any time but all recipients of this newsletter and
anyone else you can encourage to participate are being asked to complete the survey.
Participate at http://www.drive2thefuture.eu/news-events/
IN-VEHICLE INFOTAINMENT AND DRIVER PERFORMANCE
The use of in-vehicle infotainment systems while driving has led to additional concerns
around driver distraction. A review for the European
Commission estimated that driver distraction is likely to
be a factor in 10 to 30% of all road collisions in Europe
each year.
Previous studies have measured in-vehicle distraction
when driving while performing tasks such as using mobile
phones, texting, messaging and social media with all
studies concluding that there were various forms of
distraction
that
negatively
affected
driving
performance.
IAM RoadSmart in partnership with the FIA Foundation
and Rees Jeffreys Road Fund commissioned TRL to
explore the impact of Android Auto and Apple CarPlay on
driver performance using TRL’s High Fidelity 300o DigiCar simulator.
The research finding can be found in a published report by IAM RoadSmart at
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
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THE RESOURCE LIBRARY
You will be aware that each time I send a newsletter there is often a link to any reports etc which
have been produced and uploaded onto the Graham Feest Consultancy Website
https://www.grahamfeest.com/
In the last month the Resource and Information Centre has undergone the first stage of a revamp in
terms of the way in which it is set out moving the library into five section heading
1. Strategy Documents and Action Plans
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/strategy-documents-and-action-plans/

2. Statistical Information
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/statistical-information/

3. Guidance Documents & Codes of Practice
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/guidance-documents-codes-of-practice/

4.

Reports and Research Documents
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/

5. Reference Papers and Information
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reference-papers-and-information/

In order to find more easily and quickly the latest documents which have been uploaded and often
referred to in the monthly newsletter the section:
Latest Documents and Consultations
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/

has been, at least for the time being retained. Documents placed within this section will remain for
around a month after which they can be found in the appropriate section of the library.
Consultation documents will stay in this section until the expiry date for which responses should be
made and they will then be discarded from the site but available on request.
In re-arranging the library some of the outdated or superseded documents and reports have been
removed but are available on request. It has also been noted that a number of key documents
which ought to be immediately available have previously been deleted and these will be re-added
in due course.
News and Information
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/news-and-information/
There is also a page providing immediate News and Information which changes almost on a daily
basis and the items remain on this page for a short period
NOTHING NEW – ALL SURVEYS SEEM TO SAY THE SAME
A recent study by Volkswagen Commercial
Vehicles has found that fewer than half of
van drivers use hands free or Bluetooth
technology while driving risking a £200 fine
and six penalty points for using their phones
at the wheel. The finding also found the
average van driver makes seven calls a day
while driving and spends an average of 37

minutes on the phone each working day with
just 41% of drivers using hands free and
Bluetooth technology on a frequent basis.
According to the 2019 RAC Report on Motoring
17 per cent of drivers in the UK admitted to
sending and receiving texts, checking e-mails
or posting on social media while driving.
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NEWLY QUALIFIED DRIVER DISTRACTED
A distracted driver plunged his car into a river just 10 minutes after passing his driving test. The
dramatic moment the young motorist drove his car into the water was caught on video. The
incident took place on Laoping Bridge in the Chinese province of Guizhou. Mr Zhang was distracted
reading messages on his mobile phone congratulating him for passing his driving test when he
swerved into the canal. Footage shows the new driver turning left onto the bridge, which three
people.
Fortunately the car floated for a while and Mr Zhang managed to escape but his hand was
dislocated in the chaos. He was helped to safety by locals and given dry clothing. Police arranged
for his car which they said was newly registered, to be lifted from the river. It is not known if
officers are taking action against the young motorist over the incident.
HEDGEHOG RESEARCH
Researchers from Nottingham Trent University are investigating how many hedgehogs are killed on
our roads in a bid to help the UK's declining population and whether tunnels under roads could
reduce the number of deaths.
Researchers hope this study could help stop the creatures' decline and provide guidance for
planners and developers.
The study will assess the numbers of
hedgehogs killed on roads, as well as how
many live in the area.
It will help determine whether the problem
is so serious in some places that the local
population is at risk of disappearing.
It will also look at which hedgehogs - males
or females, young or old - are most at risk of
being injured or killed.
The team will monitor frequency of road crossings, roadkill and use of tunnels with the study taking
place in a dozen sites across the UK, six of which have tunnels of various sizes to help animals pass
under roads safely.
The question is however whether we will be able to educate these creatures to use the tunnels
since we can’t seem to get humans to use the crossings!
SITTING AT HOME AND WONDERING

If you are sitting at home just wondering how to “while away the
hours” then why not put a few thoughts or an article together and let
me have it for the next edition and I fancy I could be a bit short of
material for the next few months.
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SUPPORT OUR NHS
Whilst I am aware that I am writing to the converted - Injury road crashes put strain on our health
services when we don’t need to as well as occupying beds unnecessarily.
If you do need to go out then take heed of the call coming out from many road safety
stakeholders:-
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