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AERODYNAMIC FEATURES AND ELONGATED CABS FOR HGVS 

The Government has changed the legislation to permit the use of aerodynamic features and elongated 

cabs on lorries.  

The new rules will allow haulage companies to choose vehicles 

with elongated cabs and aerodynamic features fitted on the back, 

which help reduce fuel consumption and improve driver vision and 

comfort. A 2013 study estimated that these aerodynamic 

improvements to heavy goods vehicles (HGVs) could result in fuel 

savings of 7% to 15%.  

Aerodynamic rear devices are flaps which are fitted on the back 

of trailers to reduce the vehicle’s aerodynamic drag without using 

up load space.  

They were previously not permitted for use on British roads under regulations that have been in place 

since 1986. 

CHANGE IN THE MOBILE DEVICE LAW WHILST DRIVING 

Has the time come to change the terminology about “using a mobile phone” at the wheel since most 

drivers are now using it for a lot of other things and therefore don’t get the right all embracing 

messages about the holistic use of such a device whilst driving.   

From 25th March 2022, it will become illegal to use 

a hand-held mobile phone while driving under 

virtually any circumstance, following amendments 

to the Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) 

Regulations. Using the devices for making calls or 

texting have been covered by the existing laws for 

many years but with the growth in the technological  

abilities which these devices now offer they really 

are about a lot more than something we still refer 

to as a mobile phone and the change in the 

regulations is about the addition of using it for 

other purposes whilst driving.  

Currently, the legislation around the use of hand-held mobile phones while driving is open to 

interpretation and has been difficult for the police to enforce. 

The stricter regulations mean drivers are now more likely to receive a £200 fine and six penalty points 

on their licence, if they are caught using a hand-held phone at the wheel for any purpose. This means 

an instant ban for HGV drivers or for motorists that passed their test in the last two years. 

HGV drivers also face a maximum fine of £2,500 for a mobile phone offence. 

The tightening of the law has been welcomed by the road safety community, with research showing 

that a driver is four times more likely to be involved in a crash if they use a device of this nature at 

the wheel.  

In 2020 alone, 17 people were killed, 114 people were seriously injured, and 385 were slightly injured 

on the UK’s roads in crashes involving drivers distracted by mobile phones. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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USING SMART MOTORWAYS. 

A recent study by Kwik Fit has found that 73% of drivers say they avoid driving on the hard shoulder 

of a smart motorway when it open for use to aid traffic congestion which is a rise from when the 

survey was last carried out in 2019 which recorded 56% of drivers taking such an approach.  

It would seem that while understanding of the 

smart motorway signage appears to have 

improved in the last two years, safety worries 

have increased significantly. Concerns over 

potential stationary vehicles ahead is the most 

common reason for avoiding the live lane hard 

shoulder (31%). The second most frequent 

response was they don’t think that smart 

motorways are safe. In both cases it means 

drivers drive as if it’s a normal motorway, 

cited by 30%. 

Around 19% of drivers admit they are 

concerned about having no escape route to 

their left hand side if they have to change 

lanes quickly. Meanwhile, 17% say they don’t 

like driving so close to the verge, while 15% are 

worried about damage from debris on the hard 

shoulder. Quite an interesting reaction when 

what is described here is what happened on a 

major duel carrigeway and seems not to get 

such a negative reation. Is this a question of 

the perception of safety  winning over what is 

normal on other roads. 

Discussing the government’s plan to pause the 

introduction of any new smart motorways, 

more than one in three (36%) people believe 

smart motorways are more dangerous. 

Furthermore, rather than any pause, 

permanent hard shoulders should be 

reinstated as soon as possible. One in five 

(22%) people in the research think pausing to 

allow more data to be gathered on their safety 

is a sensible approach as it is unclear whether 

smart motorways are more or less safe than 

traditional motorways. 

However, 5% of people believe that smart 

motorways are as safe or safer than traditional 

motorways. They also believe all motorways 

should be converted to smart motorways 

wherever possible. On the other side, 6% of 

people believe that smart motorways are more 

dangerous but this is justified if they reduce 

congestion.  

 

Congestion problems should be tackled in a different way according to 12%. They think that the 

money invested in smart motorways should be spent on improving public transport but then 

persuading people to move to public transport is not easy. 

 

MORE SPEED REDUCTION SCHEMES FOR LONDON ROADS 

Lowering speeds is one of the most important things we can do to reduce road danger and make it 

easier and safer for people to walk, cycle and use public transport says London’s walking and cycling 

commissioner Will Norman, after TfL announced plans to reduce the speed limit on 13.77km of roads. 

TfL has used a risk-based approach to identify the five sites to lower speed limits.  

Four 20mph speed limits will be introduced, including the A10 – A503 corridor in Haringey, the A13 

Commercial Road in Tower Hamlets, the A23 London Road in Croydon and the A107 corridor in 

Hackney. In addition, a 30mph speed limit will be introduced on the A10 Great Cambridge Road in 

Enfield.  

Traffic Safety Roads 
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TOWING 

Following the changes with regard to removing the test for the purposes of towing a trailer with a 

car/van known orginially as B+E -  A partnership of industry stakeholders has been set up to create 

and oversee a new voluntary trailer training accreditation scheme for motorists towing for business 

and leisure and the government is committed to encouraging drivers to get professional training 

before towing for the first time or refresh their skills for regular or seasonal towing activities. 

although the scheme itself is not mandatory and will rely very much on drivers putting themselves 

forward and recognising the benefits of doing so. 

The partnership – known as The National Council for 

Accredited Trailer Training – will be made up of the 

accrediting bodies, trailer stakeholder groups, DVSA 

and the Department for Transport. The council will be 

a forum which considers strategic issues around good 

practice amongst the industry, take up rates, how the 

syllabus is being delivered and whether overall 

standards are being met. 

A number of organisations have expressed interest in 

becoming recognised by DVSA as accrediting bodies for 

trailer training and DVSA will be making an 

announcement on this soon. 

It is hoped to launch the scheme at some point in March 

2022. 

The scheme will provide a core module for all drivers, as well as sector specific modules for different 

towing activities. 

 

NOT IN YOUR FRONT GARDEN : BAN LOOMS FOR PAVED DRIVES 

House builders could face new rules on paving driveways in an attempt to tackle flooding and river 

pollution, the water minister said as she called for an end to the practice and this also coming at a 

time when we are considering stopping cars from parking on pavements and people seeking 

alternatives such as paving over their front gardens.  

Such restrictions could include solid paved driveways, as well 

as the possible introduction of ponds to allow water to soak 

into the ground rather than run off into drains where it can 

cause sewage systems to overflow. 

The Government is reviewing builders’ “right to connect” to 

the sewage network, with a view to making it conditional on 

having sustainable drainage, which could mean an end to 

extensive paving and more green spaces in new developments. 

There is also some suggestion that major housing developments should have to invest in new sewage 

infrastructure to avoid overloading the existing network but such a move is likely to clash with those 

of the housing ministry, which has ambitious targets to build 300,000 new homes a year. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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HIGHWAY CODE CHANGES AND CAMPAIGN 

Whilst there has been much critisim of the lack of information being placed before the public about 

the changes to the highway code it does need to be stated that until such time as the approval came 

from parliament on 29th January 2022 any official government body was not in a position to start 

issuing information, as it could have been voted out – although the proposed changes up until that 

point were available for interested parties on the Government website. 

In total, 10 sections of The Highway Code have been updated, with 50 rules being added or updated 

and they mainly focus on eight specfic areas:  

1. Hierarchy of road users 

2. People crossing the road at junctions  

3. Walking, cycling or riding in shared spaces 

4. Positioning in the road when cycling 

5. Overtaking when driving or cycling 

6. People cycling at junctions 

7. People cycling, riding a horse and driving  

     horse-drawn vehicles on roundabouts 

8. Parking, charging and leaving vehicles 

Now the changes are official THINK! has launched a campaign to shift attitudes and encourage safer 

driving behaviours among road users across Great Britain. The changes can be viewed in full at 

www.gov.uk/dft/highwaycodechanges 

The campaign is being delivered in partnership with Transport for London, and the Scottish and Welsh 

Governments and will run across radio and social media channels. It will consist of two phases – the 

first phase currently in operation will raise awareness of changes to The Highway Code and the second 

phase in May/June will seek to embed the changes and drive behaviour change.  

A communications working group has been formed to involve a broad range of stakeholders in the 

campaign development and ensure communications are fit for purpose. The working group includes 

Bikeability Trust, BRAKE, British Cycling, British Horse Society, Chartered Institute of Highways and 

Transportation, Cycling Scotland, Cycling UK, First Car, I AM RoadSmart, Living Streets, Logistics UK, 

Motorcycle Action Group, The National Motorcyclists Council, RAC, RAC Foundation, Road Haulage 

Association, RSGB, Transport Scotland, Sustrans, UWE, Walking and Cycling Alliance. 

All Stakeholders are being encouraged to discuss and share the chnages with people whom they come 

in contact with or represent.  

SEAT BELT CAMPAIGN FOR SCOTLAND 

A new campaign launched by the Scottish Government and Road Safety Scotland is urging drivers in 

Scotland to wear a seatbelt on every journey – on the back of a survey showing nearly one in ten 

‘always drive’ without one.  

Figures show 13% of those killed on Scotland’s roads over the last five years were not wearing a 

seatbelt. However the drivers surveyed considerd that drink-driving, drug-driving, using a phone 

while driving, driving while fatigued and driving aggressively were all ‘riskier’ than not wearing a 

seatbelt while driving.  

Passengers not wearing a seatbelt was seen as ‘risky’ by just 27% of respondents. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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BUS SERVICES ARE IN DANGER 

Councils have warned that nearly a third of bus services will be axed unless emergency funding is 

extended beyond the end of March. The Local Government 

Association (LGA), ADEPT, Urban Transport Group and 

Campaign for Better Transport have come together to call 

for the the Bus Recovery Support Grant to be extended when 

it ends in March. The Bus Recovery Grant was introduced last 

year to provide local authorities and operators with £255.5m 

funding support to protect services due to the sharp fall in 

passenger numbers. 

However, the LGA warned passenger numbers are still not at pre-pandemic levels putting many bus 

routes at risk of being stopped and it looks like a “use it or lose it” issue as well as a financial one. 

According to the latest Department for Transport (DfT) figures, bus passenger numbers outside of 

London are still 26% lower than they were before the pandemic started 

 

BIKE SHARE SCHEMES CUT CAR USE 

Bike share schemes across the UK have reduced car mileage for each user by an estimated 3.7 miles 

every week claimed in a new report published by Collaborative Mobility UK (CoMoUK) The findings 

show an average of 41,599 trips are made each day using a bike share scheme. 

More than half of users (53%) said they would have 

used a car or taxi if bike share had not been available 

for their last trip. Over a third (34%) of those using e-

bikes said they were replacing car or taxi trips of more 

than five miles per week.  

The report also shows that nearly half of users said 

joining a bike share scheme was a catalyst to them 

cycling for the first time in at least a year. 

There are now 39 bike share schemes set up across the UK, with 21 locations having e-bikes. 

London’s rental e-scooter trial hits ‘exciting’ milestone 

IAM ROADSMART NEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

IAM RoadSmart has appointed Antony Kildare as its interim Chief Executive Officer (CEO), coming 

into post on 9th February 2022 and he will lead the organisation, which has around 85,000 members, 

into a new phase of its strategic direction and growth. 

Commenting on his new appointment, Antony Kildare said:  

"I'm both delighted and privileged to be joining IAM RoadSmart. The recent work 

that everyone at IAM RoadSmart has delivered puts us in a great position to 

progress further and improve our offer to our current and future membership, 

while making UK roads safer for us all. I look forward to getting to know the team 

and working with them to deliver the charity's strategy, as well as getting out to 

meet our volunteers and Groups and understand their views around road safety 

in the future." 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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UPDATE ON E-SCOOTER (TRIAL IN LONDON) ETC   

A universal sound application and Information to elected members 

 

TfL trial of rental e-scooters has now recorded more than 585,000 trips having been undertaken as 

part of the scheme which is managed by TfL and operated by Dott, Lime and TIER. The London trial 

launched in June 2021 and has expanded significantly over the first 

eight months – with the number of vehicles available to hire now 

standing at 3,585 with the number of boroughs participating in the 

trial having doubled.  

There are now more than 420 designated parking locations across the 

trial area, with plans to expand this number over the coming year to 

further increase parking density. 

Around 180,000 people have used the scheme to date and the most 

rides by a single user was more than 300 trips. The busiest month for 

the trial was October, as people returned to offices and the London 

Borough of Camden joined the scheme, and the most popular hour to 

ride an e-scooter is between 6-7pm. 

TfL adds that thousands of people have used the operators’ discount 

schemes which make the rental vehicles more affordable for people 

on low incomes and with disabilities. 

Meanwhile the three operators of London’s rental e-scooter scheme are researching and developing 

a ‘universal sound’ to help improve safety, in particular for people with visual impairments. Dott, 

Lime and TIER announced it would develop the 

sound in collaboration with the PEARL research 

facility at University College London (UCL). 

The aim of the project is to improve safety across 

the entire e-scooter industry by helping people, in 

particular those with visual impairments, identify 

rental e-scooters. The research is expected to 

produce a sound which can be tested by operators 

in London this year, attaining an industry standard 

and ultimately aiming to scale up to other cities in 

the UK and beyond. 

The project is been backed by TfL, who operates the scheme in London. 

In a effort to provide elected members with more information the London Road Safety Council have 

held a session, providing its elected members with more information the topic of e-scooters. 

The session looked at ‘how e-scooters will change the world’ including by helping to deal with 

congestion and allow faster transport for shorter journeys. It was noted that e-scooters are primarily 

being used by working commuters and young people. The session also looked at current issues with 

e-scooters, including the ‘speed and dangerousness’ at which they can travel – linking this with the 

need to provide users with training, similar to the CBT for motorcyclists and concluded by looking at 

some of the research currently taking place. 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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DRINK DRIVE TRAINER RECRUITMENT 

IAM RoadSmart are seeking to find a number of trainers to help conduct their drink drive courses.  

The courses offer convicted drink drivers a reduction in their ban following 

successful completion of a course and if you are intersted and selected you 

will be responsible for delivering a quality programme, ensuring that the 

objectives of both clients and IAM RoadSmart are met. 

As most courses following Covid will be back in a face to face mode you will therefore need some 

experience in classroom management and sufficient computer interest and knowledge for Zoom 

delivery where appropraite. 

If you are interested please submit your CV to Sarah Fisk Driver Education and Development Manager 

Sarah.fisk@iamdra.org.uk or call her on 07703 718900 for an initial and informal chat. 

IRISH ROADS RESEARCH 

For every road death in Ireland (and we speak here of Ireland NOT Northern Ireland) between 2017 

and 2020, there were nine serious injuries, according to new research. The data was revealed at the 

Road Safety Authority’s (RSA’s) Annual Academic Lecture and showed that vulnerable road users – 

pedestrians, motorcyclists, and cyclists – accounted for over half of all serious injuries (54 percent). 

Dublin had the highest number of serious injuries with 131, followed by Cork at 136, Galway 61 and 

Kildare, 57. Leitrum had the lowest with ten, followed by Sligo with 14. There have been over 85,000 

serious injuries in Ireland since they began recording them in 1977.  

The findings presented at the Academic Lecture add urgency to the targets outlined in the 

Government Road Safety Strategy 2021-2030 to reduce serious injuries and deaths on Irish roads by 

50% by 2030. 

 

ADVANCED DRIVER ASSISTANCE SYSTEMS 

The United States Department of Transportation has launched a new series of safety videos 

demonstrating the potential lifesaving benefits of advanced driver assistance systems available in 

many new vehicles. 

The videos cover four technologies; rear automatic braking, blind 

spot intervention, lane keeping assistance and automatic high 

beams. There is also a four-part summary video discussing blind spot 

warning, forward collision warning, automatic emergency braking, 

and pedestrian automatic emergency braking. 

Understanding what advanced driver assistance technologies can and cannot do for the driver is 

critical to everyone’s safety and so they are providing the driving public with knowledge about the 

safety benefits of these technologies. 

The videos can be viewed on the NHTSA (National Highway Traffic Safety Administration) website at 

https://www.nhtsa.gov/equipment/driver-assistance-technologies 

This is something which many have been calling for in the UK as there is limited knowledge available 

at point of sale. Systems in cars get turned off as people do not understand what they are doing or 

how they will react. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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ROAD SAFETY GB’S APPOINT NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

James Gibson has been appointed to the prestiguous position as Road Safety GB’s new Executive 

Director. He is replacing Alan Kennedy who will retire from the role in March after a long and 

successful time in the post. 

 James has worked in the road safety profession for more than 20 years, in both 

local government and the police. Currently with Leicestershire County Council 

where he most recently held a management role overseeing road safety, sustainable 

travel, public rights of way and passenger transport information and provision. 

James had previous held voluntary roles in Road Safety GB as director of 

communications between 2009 and 2015.  

Speaking about his appointment, James Gibson said:  

“I am really excited to begin this role within Road Safety GB and I’m looking forward to building on 

all the fantastic work that Alan Kennedy and the other directors both past and present have put in 

place over many years. Road Safety GB is in a strong position and plays such a vital role within the 

road safety profession, providing training, acting as a trusted communicator through the website, the 

knowledge centre and the email cascade system, as well as helping to raise awareness of key issues 

through the newsfeed, social media channels and at our events and conferences.” 

 

CALL TO ADOPT VEHICLE SAFETY MEASURES NOW 

Former transport ministers have written to the current transport secretary Grant Shapps, calling on 

him to adopt a new package of vehicle safety measures – or face putting road users ‘at risk’. 

The package of 15 integrated measures – 

including better direct vision in HGVs, 

automated emergency braking that detects 

pedestrians and cyclists, and intelligent speed 

adaptation – will become mandatory on new 

vehicles manufactured in the EU and Northern 

Ireland from July and has been described by 

TRL as the biggest advance in vehicle safety 

since the seat belt.  

The UK actively supported these measures 

right up to the moment that it left the EU but  

former ministers, including serving MP Sir 

Peter Bottomley, say the UK needs to adopt its 

own regulations, or put the safety of UK road 

users at risk.  

They note that incorporating this package of 

measures will benefit the UK automotive 

sector, which exports most new cars to the EU 

– adding that the technology comes at minimal 

cost to the taxpayer or consumer but more 

importantly the measures will also help avoid 

serious and fatal crashes and injuries and 

improve safety for vulnerable road users.  

 

David Davies, executive director of the Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety (PACTS), 

said:  

“Here is a package of measures that would kick start a new chapter. It comes at almost no cost to 

Government or the motorist. We support the call from former transport ministers for the Government 

to at least match the standards that will apply in Northern Ireland. It could demonstrate the UK’s 

new independence by going further and faster.” 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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LOCAL AUTHORIES WILL GET MOTORING OFFENCE PENALTY POWERS AROUND JUNE 

Depending upon your point of view this spells bad news for “law abiding Motorists who from time to 

time come unstuck” as the Department for Transport has 

released new regulations to give English councils outside 

of London the power to enforce moving traffic violations, 

including issuing fines for stopping in a box junction etc 

and like it or not Local Councils will see this as a potential 

money grabbing opportunity. I just wonder whether we 

will see an increase in the number of new box junctions 

with cameras which will have no regard for the 

surrounding factors which tangle someone just inside the 

yellow markings. 

The statutory instrument comes into force 

from June and gives effect to the moving 

traffic enforcement powers under Part 6 of the 

Traffic Management Act 2004. Although 

Councils will have to apply to the transport 

secretary for an order designating it an 

enforcement authority in their area there has 

been a longstanding call from councils outside 

London for these powers and the move is 

supported by the Local Government 

Association and is likely to have extensive 

take-up. 

This means millions of pounds of new fines will 

be issued every year for civil enforcement 

issues for incedential errors as well as banned 

turns and entry into prohibited areas. 

Previously the enforcement responsibility 

rested with the police, which did not see it as 

a priority because for the most part it is not.  

The President of The AA Edmund King said:  

“The main concern we have is if there is, for example, a yellow box junction that is generating tens 

of thousands of pounds in fines every year, then there is something wrong with that junction. No one 

drives into the junction saying they are happy to pay the fine. If a certain amount of fines are 

generated from a junction there should be an obligation on the local authority to review the design.AA 

research has found that less than half of council-fined drivers accept they were in the wrong and the 

appeals process reveal regular flaws in enforcement that are too often ignored by council enforcers. 

Why? Because the councils know the majority of drivers will pay up anyway and stuff town hall coffers 

with easy money.” 

An AA survey of 13,449 drivers in December found that in the past year: 

• Bus lane infringements - 7% received a fine, in London, it was 11% 

• Stopping in a yellow box junction - 2% received a fine, in London, it was 12%. 

• Entering a zone where car access is limited or banned - 3% received a fine, in London, it was 

15%. 

• Less than half of those receiving fines accept that they were guilty but more than a quarter 

paid the early and discounted fine 

• For those complaining to councils that a fine was unfair, the chance of getting it cancelled 

was approximately one in three across the UK and one in four in London. 

The AA added that a better alternatively would be for first-time offenders to be sent a warning letter, 

After all, the object of enforcement is to get road users to understand and comply with directions 

and restrictions – with the deterrence of fines if they deliberately ignore them. 

We will no doubt have a lot more on this issue in the coming months. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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ROAD PRICING NOW CLEARLY ON THE AGENDA 

MPs have backed a move towards road pricing to avert a £35bn black hole in the public finances. 

In a new report, the Transport Select Committee said a road pricing system based on miles travelled 

and vehicle type would enable the Government to maintain the existing link between motoring 

taxation and road usage. 

The Committee warned that ‘it has not seen a viable alternative to a road charging system based on 

technology which measures road use’. 

MPs said revenue from motoring taxation will decrease as sales of electric vehicles increase and urged 

ministers to act now. They said the Treasury and the Department for Transport should set up an arm’s 

length body to examine solutions and recommend a new road charging mechanism by the end of 2022. 

The report argued that while drivers of electric vehicles should pay to use the road network, there 

should still be incentives to purchase vehicles with cleaner emissions. 

Committee chair Huw Merriman said: ‘It’s time for an honest conversation on motoring taxes. The 

Government’s plans to reach net zero by 2050 are ambitious. Zero emission vehicles are part of that 

plan. However, the resulting loss of two major sources of motor taxation will leave a £35bn black 

hole in finances unless the Government acts now.’ 

The committee said the Government should ensure that any new charging mechanism: 

• entirely replaces fuel duty and vehicle excise duty rather than being added; 

• is revenue neutral with most motorists paying the same or less than they do currently; 

• considers the impact on vulnerable groups and those in the most rural areas; 

• does not undermine progress towards targets on increased active travel and public transport 

modal shift; and 

• ensures that any data capture is subject to rigorous governance and oversight and protects 

privacy. 

The RAC’s head of roads policy, Nicholas Lyes, said  

“Its research suggests that drivers broadly support the principle of ‘the more you drive, the more tax 

you should pay. Whatever any new taxation system looks like, the most important thing is that it’s 

simple and fair to drivers of both conventional and electric vehicles. Ministers should also consider 

ringfencing a sizeable proportion of revenue for reinvestment into our road and transport network. 

The Treasury needs get moving on this sooner rather than later.” 

A copy of the report can be found initially at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-

uploads/ and then https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-

documents/ 

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE SHOW 

Visitor registration for the Commercial Vehicle Show has now opened, as the UK’s largest road 

transport exhibition returns to its Spring-time date. Taking place at the NEC, 

Birmingham from 24th -26th May 2022. Visitors can register for their free 

tickets now at  

https://cv2022.smartreg.co.uk/Visitors/Visitors/register 
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LAW COMMISSIONS SEEK CLEAR LINE ON DRIVERLESS CARS 

Legal experts have called for a new Automated Vehicles Act to draw a clear distinction between 

genuine self-driving features and those that merely assist drivers, such as adaptive cruise control. 

The Law Commission of England and Wales and the Scottish Law Commission have made 

recommendations for the safe and responsible introduction 

of self-driving vehicles. 

Under their proposals, when an automated driving system 

(ADS) authorised by a regulatory agency is in use in a car, 

the person in the driving seat would no longer be 

responsible for how the car drives. Instead, the company or 

body that obtained the authorisation (an Authorised Self-

Driving Entity) would face regulatory sanctions if anything 

goes wrong. 

The Law Commissions also recommended new rules to stop driver assistance features from being 

marketed as self-driving, which they said would help minimise the risk of collisions caused by people 

thinking they do not need to pay attention to the road. 

  

KING ATTACKS 'SCANDAL' OF ROAD DEATHS PLATEAU 

AA president Edmund King OBE has called for more ‘cops in cars’ as he along with others are 

concerned about the lack of progress in reducing further those who are killed on our roads which 

have  plateaued – pre covid at around 1,800 in the UK over the last decade. We need a concerted 

effort to reduce road deaths and often basic measures like more road markings or improved junctions 

can help. But ultimately, we need five-star drivers, in five-star cars, on five-star roads, with five-

star enforcement and five-star political commitment to reduce road deaths. 

The motoring organisation pointed to a Freedom of Information request by BBC Panorama, answered 

by 26 out of 44 police forces, which revealed that almost half of their fixed speed cameras were not 

in operation - but then I would say that has always 

been the case that there are far more camera housings 

than there are cameras and it is somewhat illogical to 

publicise the fact that most at any one time are not in 

operation.  

Speed cameras are effective in reducing speeding but 

are only one part of the armoury and do nothing to 

deter drink, drugged, mobile phone users and other 

forms of driving. 

The AA said that in response to another FOI request by Panorama 34 forces said they employed 4,257 

dedicated traffic officers down 15% from 5,014 five years ago 

Mr King said:  

‘This leads to his conclusion that cops in cars are essential. We have seen a correlation between 

plateauing road deaths and the decline in the number of dedicated road traffic officers. If some 

people think they will get away with motoring offences, they will take more chances.’ 

Traffic Safety Roads 



12 
 

 

ACTIVE TRAVEL ENGLAND LAUNCHED 

Former Olympic cyclist Chris Boardman has been appointed National Commissioner of the 

Government’s new cycling and walking body, Active Travel England (ATE). 

ATE will be responsible for driving up the standards of cycling and walking 

infrastructure and managing the national active travel budget and will inspect finished 

schemes and ask for funds to be returned for any that have not been completed. It will 

also help local authorities to train staff in spreading good practice in design, 

implementation and public engagement. 

The new body will also assess highway authorities for their performance on active travel in order to 

identify dangerous failings in their highways for cyclists and pedestrians. The appointment is on an 

interim basis while the Department for Transport conducts a 'full and open' competition for the 

permanent commissioner role. 

DRIVING WITHOUT INSURANCE 

A Freedom of Information request to the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) called for by 

the RAC showed that those with provisional licences accounted for 14% of the 105,641 uninsured 

drivers recorded in 2020. 

The data revealed that 15,933 people (15% of all those uninsured) found to be without insurance did 

not have a licence and 23 were aged just 13 years old.  

The 2020 statistics also show there were 121 x 14-year-olds and 215 x 15-year-olds caught driving 

without licences, and therefore without insurance. The oldest uninsured non-licence holders were 

70. There were also 5 x 68 year-olds with provisional licences who were found not to be insured. 

RAC Insurance spokesman Simon Williams voiced an opinion saying: 

“The fact the number of provisional drivers 

caught without insurance increased in 2020 

may well be a symptom of the onslaught of the 

pandemic and the impact it had on learning to 

drive and people’s finances. The shortage of 

available driving tests due to Covid is also 

likely to be a significant factor behind the high 

numbers. It’s also the case that younger 

drivers, who are more likely to have 

provisional licences, pay a disproportionate 

amount of tax when they buy car insurance 

which makes their already expensive policies 

even harder to afford. Insurance Premium Tax 

at the current rate of 12% adds a huge £120 to 

a young driver’s £1,000 annual policy which 

may be further reason why more so many 

decide to run the gauntlet of driving with no 

insurance. We know from RAC research that 

the ability to drive is vital for so many people, 

with eight in 10 motorists telling us they would 

struggle to get by without a car.”  

 

Overall the majority of those who didn’t have valid insurance (39,894 – 38% of all those uninsured) 

were full licence holders This, however, was 11% down on 2018 when there were 44,705 drivers (41%). 

A further 33,015 (31% of all those uninsured) had expired licences – this is a 4% increase on 2018. 

Some 2,182 uninsured drivers held non-GB licences – 9% more than the 2,011 recorded in 2018, but 

still only 2% of all those without insurance. 

In the midst of the world’s fight against coronavirus, there were just 6% fewer uninsured drivers in 

2020 than there were the year before – 105,641 compared to 112,557 in 2019. Interestingly, this was 

only 2% lower than in 2018 (108,248). 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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STOP RIGHT THERE! GET TO KNOW THE LIFE-SAVING KIT ON YOUR HGV 

Advanced Emergency Braking Systems (AEBS) have been fitted as standard to most new HGVs sold in 

the UK since 2015. Drivers and operators 

of HGVs need to understand how it 

works, what it does and why it's vital, 

according to Driving for Better Business, 

which has launched online guidance on 

the life-saving technology in 

collaboration with Thatcham Research. 

 

AEBS, also referred to as autonomous and automatic braking systems, activates the brakes when a 

potential collision is detected and is highly effective in stopping or minimising the severity of a crash 

where the driver has failed to react. 

It operates in three stages, each activating only if the driver has failed to act and a crash looks likely: 

Audio-visual warning on the dashboard 

if the system spots that the truck could 

potentially collide with traffic in front 

A short, sharp application of the 

brakes to grab the driver's attention if it seems 

a collision remains likely and the driver has 

failed to respond with either a steering or 

braking input. The system also charges the 

braking system in readiness for full application 

If a collision is still imminent, the 

brakes are applied using the full force of the 

system – braking harder than the driver would 

be able to do on their own, bringing the 

vehicle to a halt or, if that is not possible, 

significantly reducing impact speed.

Simon Turner, Campaign Manager for Driving for Better Business comments:  

There are two main types of AEBS, all have RADAR looking far ahead, but the more sophisticated systems 

also feature forward-facing cameras to provide additional input into the system to 'see' road markings and 

signs. There are, however, limitations which drivers and operators need to understand to ensure they 

maximise the safety benefits of this technology.  

For example, if the truck's speed is too high, the system might not be able to bring the vehicle to full stop 

but the impact should still be less severe. The systems are only designed to avoid collisions with vehicles 

directly in front of the truck so a vehicle that is partially in the truck's path – say a broken-down car at the 

side of the road, half on and half off the carriageway, may not be 'seen' by the system.  

To help drivers understand how it all works we have produced a simple, short animation to explain all 

these points which Drivers and Transport Managers should know. To access the video go to 

https://www.drivingforbetterbusiness.com/articles/stop-right-there-understand-the-life-saving-kit-on-

your-hgv/   

Matthew Avery, Chief Research Strategy Officer at Thatcham Research said: 

“AEBS is a crucial safety system, and we need to raise awareness of the life-saving benefits the technology 

can bring, not only to HGV drivers but other road users too. Heavy trucks contribute to a higher collision 

severity leading to a disproportionate amount of casualties in crashes involving heavy vehicles. AEBS plays 

a very important role in road safety especially with the recent changes made to the highway code and the 

increased level of responsibility HGV drivers face in a collision." 
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NON-INJURY CRASH DATA WOULD BE HELPFUL 

(A reply in response to the above headed article which appeared in the Januray issue by 

Andrew Fraser- A highly regarded road safety practitioner)   

 

In answer to the question of whether (engineers) are only improving locations identified as 

contributing to serious and fatal road traffic accidents (RTAs), a road safety engineer would surely 

have to answer,  

“We are identifying those sites, routes and areas at, along or within which serious and fatal accidents 

are most likely to occur first, because this is what is required of us.”   

Public money is involved, and successful 

treatments of the sites, routes and areas 

producing the worst accident problems will 

achieve the best return on funds invested. 

This work has been going on since around 1980, 

when progress in computing made it possible 

to identify black sites, routes and areas on a 

reasonably sound basis.  The whole, of course, 

depends on accident occurrence being 

reported to the police, and the police 

accurately recording details of accident 

circumstances (most importantly), along with 

casualty and vehicle details within the 

STATS19 system.  (“Contributory factors” are 

also collected, but these are a “guess the 

cause" distraction, to some extent.  Bona fide 

experts have described them as “mutable”, 

and an unpublished report on them showed 

large discrepancies where similar fields were 

compared (near duplication being a problem).  

They are shortly to be replaced by a list of 

“road safety factors”, although some 

practitioners would be in favour of scrapping 

them altogether.) 

Concentrating on the more serious RTAs is 

justifiable on at least two more bases. 

The first is that almost all fatal accidents are 

reported.  As the RTA severity decreases, 

however, the chance of an accident being 

reported and then recorded falls.  Those RTAs 

classed lower are less likely to be reported and 

recorded so become a less reliable basis upon 

which to rank sites for study. 

The second is value.  The RTA value of 

prevention ratios - 

fatal:serious:slight:damage-only is, at 2020 

prices, 2,120,669:246,109:24,960:2,303, or 

indexing the last to 1,  921:107:11:1.  It is 

surely, therefore, obvious why fatal and 

serious RTAs must be prioritised.  Of course, if 

921 damage-only RTAs occurred at one site 

within a fatal RTA ranking period, it might 

merit study!  In general, however, damage-

only data is really only useful where it supports 

that already gathered concerning serious 

RTAs. 

 

As to the “long-awaited establishment of a Road [Accident] Investigation Branch”, who awaits it and 

why?  What will it do that isn’t already being (or hasn’t already been) done by DfT/TRL and the 

accident investigation units employed by those local authorities large enough to support them?  

Certainly, it is difficult to imagine a Branch which has the capacity to investigate each of the 1,391 

fatal RTAs which were recorded as having occurred in 2020, let alone all the other 89,808. 

I feel that there must be some misunderstanding here. 
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FAIRCHARGE 

A major new national campaign which aims to remove many of the barriers currently facing drivers 

when looking to switch to an electric vehicle has been launched. Known as FairCharge has been set 

up to ensure the environmental, economic and social benefits 

of the electric car revolution are ‘properly harnessed’. 

 The campaign sets out to push key electric vehicle (EV) 

issues to the forefront of the political agenda – such as the 

cost, availability and speed of charging as well as battery 

range and affordability of switching to an electric car. 

The campaign will aim to: 

• Ensure the UK has the right EV-related policies for drivers, the environment and the economy 

• Ensure the UK delivers a future-proofed high-speed public charging network 

• Make buying an EV more affordable by promoting and encouraging low-cost funding options for 

both new and used EVs  

• Encourage the Government to assist private charging providers in building extensive and reliable 

charging networks  

• Help educate and inform consumers in all aspects of EV ownership, dispel myths and promote new 

incentives to hasten the adoption of EVs by both the public and business 

The first focus will be tackling the current ‘illogical’ VAT policy where EV owners who can’t charge 

at home pay four times more tax for their electricity from public on-street networks. Currently, VAT 

on domestic electricity is charged at 5% whereas those using public charge points have to pay 20% 

VAT. FairCharge and the RAC  supported by automotive journalist and electric car ambassador 

Quentin Willson believe this is an unnecessary barrier to switching to an electric car for the 38% of 

people who aren’t able to charge an EV at home as they would have no choice but to rely on the 

public charging network. 

MOTORWAY DRIVING HUB 

National Highways has launched a ‘Driving on motorways’ hub. This is packed full of useful guidance 

and information to help drivers feel more confident when driving on motorways. 

According to various surveys, their are many drivers who refuse to use motorways. The high speed 

multi-lane carriageways are viewed by some drivers as a step to far, with joining and exiting utilising 

slip roads just one area of anxiety. The high speeds and lanes of fast moving traffic, including large 

lorries, are also key deterrents 

The hub includes a film National Highways has 

produced which features Suzi Perry and Ortis Deley 

from the ‘Gadget Show’. This film explains how the 

individual elements of an all-lane running smart 

motorway work together to maintain safety and 

reduce congestion. There are also shorter films 

covering things like live lane breakdowns, red X signs 

and variable speed limits. 

The content of the hub will not only provide informatioon for the general motoring public but is alo 

an idea resource for those learning and starting their driving career. 

You can locate the Hub at https://nationalhighways.co.uk/road-safety/driving-on-motorways/ 
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ACTION PLAN FOR ZERO EMISSION POWERED LIGHT VEHICLES (PLV) 

The PLV (powered two, three and light four-wheeled vehicles) sector has launched its ‘Action Plan’ 

for Government and industry to help realise its full potential in decarbonising the UK’s transport 

sector.  

The Motorcycle Industry Association and transport decarbonisation 

specialists, Zemo Partnership, were tasked in the Government’s 

Transport Decarbonisation Plan to identify the actions needed to create 

new UK business and consumer opportunities for zero emission ‘powered 

light vehicles’ (PLVs). This includes powered two wheelers and other ‘L-

Category’ vehicles, as regulation defines them. 

The Action Plan shows how, working together with industry, the 

Government can remove barriers, which will allow zero emission PLVs 

to become significant modes of transport and help ensure industry and 

consumers are able to fully harness the opportunities they present for 

the environment, congestion and as affordable personal mobility 

solutions. 

The Action Plan recommends: 

A review of existing L-Category vehicle 

regulation to ensure it remains fit for purpose 

and caters for the evolution of future zero 

emission PLVs, including assessing the potential 

for a new vehicle category. 

Developing the component and system supply 

chain in the UK for zero emission L3-Category 

powered two-wheelers (PTWs) to encourage new 

entrants to the market, lower manufacturing 

costs and maximise the potential for GHG 

emission savings. 

Developing the manufacturing base and supply 

chain in the UK for zero emission L7 cargo 

vehicles to increase the number and availability 

of models on the market, providing a greater 

degree of consumer and fleet choice. 

A review of the current grant and incentivisation 

structure in the PLV sector, including adopting 

learning from other vehicle categories where the 

roll out of zero emission tailpipe vehicles has 

proven successful. 

Conducting a public awareness campaign jointly 

led by Government and industry to promote the 

existence, availability, and benefits of zero 

emission PLVs to consumers and businesses. 

Simplifying the existing licensing regime across 

all L-Category segments to improve access to 

zero emission PLVs for a wider section of the 

community, increasing access, uptake and 

adoption. 

Increasing mobility in rural communities by 

providing access to affordable zero emission PLV 

solutions using initiatives such as Wheels to 

Work. 

Engaging with local authorities through the Local 

Authority Transport Decarbonisation Toolkit to 

ensure zero emission PLVs form part of an 

integrated transport solution for the UK. 

Creating a formal L-Category community to 

engage with the Government and monitor the 

delivery of this Action Plan. 

Engaging with industry to ensure zero emission 

PLVs are considered and incorporated into the 

development of the EV charging infrastructure. 

 

The Action Plan can be found initially at at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-

uploads/ and then https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/strategy-documents-and-

action-plans/  
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REDUCING CASUALTIES BY STOPPING CRASHES 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/stirling-2022/ 

Booking are now being taken for this event in Stirling which is due to take place on Monday 25th April 

2022 

 

Whilst the overall theme is the 

same as October 2022 it will 

look with a range of different 

presenters with a view as to 

What we are learning, What 

we are implementing and 

What is working. The approach 

will also have a direction which 

supports the Scottish 

Framework for Road Safety in 

line with the Safe Systems 

Approach. 

The event is ideal for those 

seeking to top up their CPD 

whether from a mandatory 

need or a professional/interest 

point of view. 

The Graham Feest Consultancy, 

being a not for profit 

enterprise, is pleased to be 

able to offer this event at no 

increased charge from last year 

and is based on providing a high 

value experience at a low cost. 

An Early Bird Discount applies 

and the event can be booked on 

line by using the link.  

 

 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/stirling-2022/ where 

you will find more infromation and a click away from the booking form   
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